
Welcome             By Staci Shaw  

We’d like to extend a warm welcome to our new youth 
services consultant, Jennifer Redford!  
 
Jennifer is a native Idahoan who completed her undergrad 
degree at Lewis-Clark State College and her MLIS degree from 
University of Arizona. She has worked the past ten years in 
public libraries, the past nine as a Branch Librarian at Boise 
Public Library. Jennifer served on SPLAT, the Special Projects 
Library Action Team, from 2012-2015, is an active member of 
the Idaho Library Association, and has presented on several 
youth services topics for conferences and regional trainings.  

Jennifer has a passion for youth services, whether it’s planning 
storytimes, developing new STEM programs for kids, or 
working with partners to reach more families. She recently 
worked with Commission staff to develop a K-2 Toolkit for 
Libraries Providing STEM Outreach Activities.  

Jennifer is excited to join the 
Idaho Commission for 
Libraries and the Read to Me 
Team. “As a librarian, I 
benefited from the training 
and support I received from 
other Youth Services 
Consultants over the years, 
and it means so much to me 
to be able to fill that role for 
my colleagues around the 
state.” 

When Jennifer isn’t working she enjoys spending time with her 
family and watching home makeover shows. Jennifer and her 
husband, Stephen, have a two-year-old and a baby who was 
born in June. She has recently become an expert at singing 
“Baby Shark” on demand, and can recommend a really good 
potty training book, if you need one. 
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Because this is “The Scoop,” Jennifer was asked to share her favorite flavor of ice 
cream. “It’s very much dependent on the vessel for eating the ice cream – if it’s in a 
cone, I prefer some variation on chocolate, but if it’s in a bowl, I usually like cookies 
‘n cream or sometimes mint chocolate chip.” 

 

ICfL would also like to welcome two additional members of the Library Development Team.  

Randy Kemp recently joined the Idaho Commission for Libraries (ICfL) as its program 
supervisor. Randy came to the ICfL from The Community Library in Ketchum, where 
he was the regional history digital collections and systems librarian. Previously, Randy 
served as interim director and cataloging, reference, and systems librarian for the 
Denver Seminary and the geospatial digital librarian for UC Santa Barbara. 

In his role for the ICfL, Randy will strengthen and grow the partnerships among 
Idaho libraries, Idaho state agencies, nonprofits, the business community, and other 
consortia toward the overarching goal of building the capacity and influence of 

libraries in their community contexts. Randy’s favorite ice cream is Moose Tracks. Coming from the Sun 
Valley area, that makes perfect sense! 
 
And ICfL’s new Emerging Trends Consultant is Deana Brown. Deana has worked in several public and 
academic libraries, most recently at Boise State University where she was an assistant professor/librarian. 
She received an undergrad degree in fine arts from the University of Oregon and her 
MLS degree from Emporia State. Deana has been a member of SPLAT since 2014 and 
has been a frequent presenter on many emerging trends topics.  
 
This is a new position for ICfL, and Deana is looking forward to supporting the ICfL 
Make It program, STEAM projects, and other exciting possibilities that will help Idaho 
libraries engage in best practices and provide current resources to help them become 
“future ready!” Deana’s favorite flavor of ice cream is an emphatic mint chocolate 
chip. Yum.  

Library to library 

Tiny Library Grand Opening for Meridian District Library 
By Kristina Taylor 

On October 1st, Meridian Library District (MLD) opened their newest branch – a shipping container-turned 
Tiny Library – adjacent to a YMCA and an elementary school (referred to as “The Hill”). “The Tiny Library 
is an interactive learning library aimed at children ages 0-5 to help kids be ready to read when they enter 
kindergarten. Items and activities are focused on ages 0-5 (board books, Easy Readers and picture books) 
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with a small Parent-Teacher collection. Collections and interactive activities are focused on the five early 
learning practices: talk, play, sing, write, read.” (MLD website).  

Opening day festivities included powerful remarks from MLD Library Director Gretchen Caserotti:  

“Only 1,825 days...that is the average number of days that children in the Treasure Valley have between 
the day they are born and the day they reach kindergarten. What is accomplished in those 1,825 days 
has a lasting impact not only on children’s performance in school moving forward, but also in their ability 
to secure a livable wage job, have positive health outcomes, and enjoy lifelong financial stability. We 
know that only 67% of children in Ada County enter kindergarten ready to read and we know that 

children who enter kindergarten unprepared, without 
the basic foundations for literacy, are playing a 
constant game of catch-up, and are more likely to 
utilize special education services, be retained in their 
grade, and are less likely to graduate from high school, 
go on to college, and succeed in their careers…The 
partnership at  

The Hill is an exciting and unique opportunity to take 
the work we do in early literacy to a new level and think 
differently about what a library can be.” 

 MLD Board Chair Megan Larsen engages with 
kids at the Tiny Library’s outdoor sorting bin. 

Outdoor reading/sitting area to the side of Tiny 
Library shipping container. 

MLD Director Gretchen Caserotti assists a tiny patron 
with ribbon cutting at the Tiny Library. 
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Check out the Early Literacy Kits available through the 
Tiny Library: https://www.mld.org/tiny-library  

And their “Tiny Tips” – https://www.mld.org/tiny-tips  

Continue Reading 

 

 

Kindergarten Ready 

Early literacy resources gleaned from ALSC 
~By Kristina Taylor 

While attending the Association of Library Services for Children (ALSC) Annual Conference the last week 
of September, I learned of some new early literacy kits and a series of board books that I felt were worthy 
of sharing. Check them out: 

Love them Out Loud literacy kits from Dayton Metro 
Library  

 

Dayton Metro Library presented at ALSC 
about their home-grown early literacy 
initiative titled “Love Them Out Loud.” These 
early literacy kits support parents with the 

resources they need and depicts “easy things parents can do to 

Innovative use of cookie sheets and the small interior 
space of Tiny Library's unique shipping container. 

Early Literacy Kit - Shapes: Includes 5 books, 2 
DVDs, 1 puzzle, 1 sorting cube. 

https://www.mld.org/tiny-library
https://www.mld.org/tiny-tips
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engage their children in daily learning.” The kits are distributed 
through doctor’s offices, WIC clinics and parent educators in the 
library’s community. 

Besides developing a special book for the kit, the Dayton Metro 
Library also developed a flipbook with caregiver tips and interactive 
activities for parents and babies. Each kit comes with an appealing 
library card application. 

 

Currently, they a have a baby kit and a toddler kit available. With 
IMLS funding and other private funding, they are developing a 
preschool kit.  

The baby and toddler kits are now available for purchase by any service provider throughout the country.  

 

SHARE STEP method books 
A keynote at ALSC, Dr. John S. Hutton’s shared findings from his research which “involves exploring the 
effect of home reading environment and shared reading on brain development using functional MRI, and 
was the first to document such effects prior to kindergarten.” (www.bluemanateepress.com) His newest 
book explains the “SHARE STEP” method of reading: 

“--- Snuggle on your lap.  
---Hands on --> Let your baby hold the book and learn 
how it works.  
---Affection --> Show your baby that reading together 
is love-ly.  
---Respond to what your baby does:  

            ---S-t-r-e-t-c-h word sounds so your baby can 
learn them--- Snuggle on your lap.  
            ---Talk about the pictures. 
            ---Explore new word sounds in fun ways.  
            ---Patience --> If your baby gets frustrated, stay 
calm and keep trying.  

---Enjoy --> Most of all, have fun!” 

Learn more about the SHARE STEP method and Dr. Hutton’s other baby board series (“Baby Unplugged” 
and “Love Baby Healthy”). 

 

http://www.bluemanateepress.com/
http://www.bluemanateepress.com/dr-john-hutton/
http://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/foundation/initiatives/kits


The Scoop Newsletter 6 

 
 

Young Adult corner 

YALSA News 

“Putting Teens First in Library Services” 
Learn how to put teens first with YALSA’s new publication: 
 
Free Teen Services Webinar: Equity of Access  

Thurs., Oct. 11; 2PM EST  
Join us for our next webinar and learn how to ensure access to a wide variety of library resources, 
services, and activities for and with all teens, especially those facing challenges to access. Learn more and 
reserve your free spot. 

New Award from YALSA:  
Innovation in Teen Services Award: $500 award that aims to recognize a member who has brought a 
new idea to life through their library that has benefited the teens in their community. Applications are 
due Dec. 1. 

School zone 

October is National Bullying Prevention Month  
What can the school library do to support a culture of kindness and send the message that bullying is not 
acceptable? 

StopBullying.gov cites national statistics that say 28% of students in grades 6-12 experienced bullying.  
While 9% of students in grades 6-12 have been cyberbullied, the number goes up to 15% for high school 
students, and 55.2% when we are talking about LGBTQ students. For many of those students, the school 
library can be a low-key place to spend their out-of-class time; that is, a safe-haven from bullies.  

Apart from providing a safe place, what can librarians do to help kids that are dealing with bullying, and 
what can we do to help the bullies stop? First, we can keep our eyes open for signs of bullying, be 
consistently open and friendly, and make sure students know we can be counted on to help. When we 
spot bullying, we should stop it right there. Stopbullying.gov says, “When adults respond quickly and 
consistently to bullying behavior they send the message that it is not acceptable. Research shows this can 
stop bullying behavior over time.” 

On a practical level, school librarians can help kids being cyberbullied by showing them things like how to 
block texts and direct messaging from bullies, and how to set privacy settings on their social media 

http://www.alastore.ala.org/detail.aspx?ID=12125
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/continuingeducation/iequity_access
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/continuingeducation/iequity_access
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/6e7b869f341a807d4ac87b605f06faf5
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/innovation-teen-services-award
http://www.stopbullying.gov/
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accounts for maximum privacy. Some of them may not know 
there are ways to filter that ugliness out of their lives. And, of 
course, report the bullying, both to school authorities and to the 
platform on which the bullying occurs. Most platforms’ terms and 
conditions prohibit this kind of behavior and may take action 
against the perpetrator. Read “How Libraries Help Kids Stand Up 
to Bullying” by Beverly Goldberg from the October 1, 2014 
edition of “American Libraries” for more ways to help students 
protect themselves from bullying. 

Bystanders may feel helpless or unsure what to do, but 
Stopbullying.gov offers ways for them to help. First, don’t 
respond to and don’t forward cyberbullying or rumor mongering 
messages. Do, however, keep the evidence, and report the 
incident. Bystanders might also block the person who is 
cyberbullying – the bully becomes a lot less effective without an 
audience.   

BreakoutEDU 
Do you know about Info2Go? Or about BreakOutEDU? Learn about them both on October 15th at 
12:30pm MDT. Info2Go is a free monthly webinar series from ICfL and October’s guest is Nick Madsen, 
Teen Librarian extraordinaire at Community Library Network in Hayden. He will be talking about playing 
BreakoutEDU in the library. Think escape rooms, only you break into a box instead of out of a room. It’s 
the most fun students can have while they don’t know they are learning 21st Century skills like 
collaboration, communication, problem-solving, creative thinking, and more! If you can’t make the live 
webinar, rest assured it will be archived for later or repeat viewing. 

 

Low Hanging Fruit: 
Want to communicate about library stuff with your classroom teachers? We have a tool that might help!  
Low Hanging Fruit (included in the School Zone section of “The Scoop” every month during the school 
year) is a newsletter that is designed to look like it is coming from your library. That’s Page 1. Visit the 
Low Hanging Fruit page at libraries.idaho.gov, and you will find a link to the Page 2 template. Using the 
tools there, you can customize the newsletter using your own photos and graphics and make it all about 
what is happening in your school library. You can send them to your teachers’ email inboxes, or you can 
copy the two pages front to back and put them in their physical mailboxes.  

What do you wish your teachers and administrators knew about the library? Submit your burning topics 
to Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov, and we’ll address them in LHF. 

Check out October’s Low Hanging Fruit on Diverse Books. 

For more information on 
bullying prevention, the roles 
kids play in bullying, and how 
to support a kid who’s being 
bullied, visit some of these 
resources: 

www.stopbullying.gov 

www.stompoutbullying.org 
and #SeeMe Campaign 

LibGuide on Cyberbullying 
prevention   
*The spoken word piece by Shane 
Koyczan may not be appropriate for all 
students. Preview it before showing it to a 
group. 

 

https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2014/10/01/how-libraries-help-kids-stand-up-to-bullying/
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2014/10/01/how-libraries-help-kids-stand-up-to-bullying/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
mailto:Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
http://wp.lili.org/library-development/info2go/
http://www.stopbullying.gov/
http://www.stompoutbullying.org/
https://guides.lili.org/c.php?g=107881&p=699355
https://guides.lili.org/c.php?g=107881&p=699355
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Nonfiction Book of the Month 
October’s Nonfiction Book of the Month is “Chester Nez and the Unbreakable Code: A 
Navajo Code Talker’s Story” by Joseph Bruchac. 

Upcoming Events 

Jumpstart Read for the Record 
October 25. See how many children you can read “Maybe Something Beautiful” by F. Isabel Campoy and 
Theresa Howell. Find toolkit and pledge link at www.readfortherecord.org.  

International Games Week 
November 4 – 10. Tools and resources at http://games.ala.org/international-games-
week/.  

Family Reading Week 
November 11 – 17. For resources to help plan fun “Find It at your Library” activities, visit our website at 
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/idaho-family-reading-week/.  

Tips and tools 

Two libraries win ICF Grants – you could be next! 
Congratulations to Oneida County Library and Larsen-Sant Public Library on winning grants for their 
libraries from the Idaho Community Foundation (ICF). Oneida actually won two! Idaho school and public 
libraries qualify to apply for grants from two ICF funds – Regional Grant Cycles (three regions per year) 
and the Future Fund (same deadline as your regional cycle each year). Check out their grant awards 
below and then visit the ICF website for more information on the next grant cycle. Be sure to put the 
applicable grant deadline on your calendar! (Hint: the next deadline is Feb 15 for their Northern Region 
Grant Cycle.) 

Grants from the Eastern Region Grant Cycle: 

• Oneida County Library – $2,500 to provide the underserved teens with computer and internet 
access so they can finish and submit their homework; 

• Larsen-Sant Public Library – $4,625 to purchase outdoor tables with umbrellas to expand usable 
library space. 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/
http://www.readfortherecord.org/
http://games.ala.org/international-games-week/
http://games.ala.org/international-games-week/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/idaho-family-reading-week/
https://www.idcomfdn.org/Regional_Cycle
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Grant from the Idaho Future Fund: 

• Oneida County Library – $10,000 to create a Summer Reading Program that is geared toward 
preventing summer slide in learning and reading, and to promote STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts, math) projects through K-12 maker spaces and activities through the summer 
and school year. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Fun with Math & Science and Summer STEM Toolkit now available in Spanish 
Summer STEM Toolkit in Spanish available as a pdf download from ICfL 
website (look under the “Forms & Resources” tab). 

Both the Elementary and Preschool Fun with Math & Science booklets 
are available in Spanish by request through the RTM Support Materials 

request form.  

Two New LiLI Databases 
~From LiLI Librarian Allison Floyd 

As the result of a mandatory Request for Proposals (RFP) process, we will be welcoming two new 
databases, one for genealogy and one for foreign language learning. From the vendors:   

MyHeritage Library Edition is one of the largest, most internationally diverse genealogy databases of its 
kind. Libraries that offer MyHeritage Library Edition provide their patrons with access to billions of 
historical documents, millions of historical photos, and other resources in thousands of databases that 
span the past five centuries.  

Pronunciator provides both guided and self-directed instruction for 80 foreign languages, and ESL for 51 
non-English languages, along with Course Designer, which allows for the creation and deployment of 
custom courses by educators. Pronunciator uses a variety of tools (e.g., drills, quizzes, live online 
conversation classes, feature films, streaming music with lyrics, poetry, plays, culture notes, etc.) to 
provide 360-degree exposure to a language within a safe, structured learning environment.  

I am pleased to announce that Pronunciator will be offering a live webinar, providing an overview of this 
fabulous resource, on Thursday, November 1st, from 1 - 2 p.m. (Mountain Time). The session will be 
recorded for those interested but unable to attend. The login details are below. 

Thu, Nov 1, 2018 1 PM - 2 PM MDT  
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/968571365  
 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/stem/summer-stem/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/stem/summer-stem/
https://form.jotform.com/11652817531
https://form.jotform.com/11652817531
http://t.sidekickopen10.com/s1t/c/5/f18dQhb0S7lC8dDMPbW2n0x6l2B9nMJW7t5XYg4Xz0W6N8q5FRzRbwtHW1pgBJ-56dR7mf4YYbC802?t=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal.gotomeeting.com%2Fjoin%2F968571365&si=6197174618685440&pi=84db6d0e-b44c-49fe-fe79-f5bd0092076a
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You can also dial in using your phone.  
United States: +1 (646) 749-3117   
Access Code: 968-571-365  

Joining from a video-conferencing room or system?  
Dial: 67.217.95.2##968571365  
Cisco devices: 968571365@67.217.95.2  

Infants and Eye Contact 
From Betsy Diamant-Cohen’s Mother Goose on the Loose newsletter, September 2018: A useful 
developmental tip when presenting programs to parents with infants is that sharing eye contact is an 
important form of communication. Rhymes are much richer if the baby knows that they are being sung 
or recited directly to him or her and not randomly recited aloud.   

 
 

summer reading news 

2019 Program Manuals 
Should arrive by the end of October, and we’ll get those shipped to you mid-November. An email will go 
out on LibIdaho when they’re in the mail! 

News from CSLP 

Survey by CSLP: Optional but encouraged 
This survey is being conducted by the Statistics Committee of the Collaborative Summer Library Program 
(CSLP). The goal is to better understand how public library staff use and value CSLP membership and 
materials. For the purposes of this survey, we use the phrase “summer library program” in equivalence to 
summer reading program or summer learning program. This survey does not concern materials and 
promotions provided by CSLP partner organizations, such as Demco/Upstart. Closes October 31. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/cslp_value 

Never too early to begin planning for 2019! 
Whether it is the beauty of the cosmos, the wonder of exploration, or the scientific marvel of humans in 
space, A Universe of Stories has something for all your patrons. This year's theme is particularly timely, as 
2019 also marks the 50th anniversary of the Apollo Moon Landing. We are working diligently with our 
partners at STAR Net to develop additional programming opportunities, often with a focus on STEM, to 
help you wow your community. 

tel:+16467493117,,968571365
mailto:968571365@67.217.95.2
http://www.mgol.net/
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1-h5-sF8Bu2hLq_IseSnA1qy2-myplbmrkUcbetYET59H_Xx5e1MozttKhTmipyUQVGHh5-v5BbPPqbrpiJJEDkCKqo5-qqbCKdQxKFXDlondcy4GiRuuQGVmpl8H3W6CWwqD0UaKse3VnL-FlUnfTRqWvruPvL0jt4m0hA_7K2slZq80Yemx9G1YLBvZN3zWqrcx--iQlHT3-pMl0or3VLb_mHhc64c4Lzo1fR6xhTUgc7zub40Wd-Ms3jkLVciz/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2Fcslp_value
https://www.starnetlibraries.org/
http://www.cam.ac.uk/research/news/eye-contact-with-your-baby-helps-synchronise-your-brainwaves
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While programming and theme are important components to any library program, fantastic artwork and 
graphics also play a vital role. We are very pleased to share with you the artists for the 2019 program 
year! 
 
Early Literacy and Children's: Leeza Hernandez  Teen: Antonio Caparo Adult: Larry Jones 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

See a sneak peek at the posters for 2019 here! 

Shop Now for 2019: A Universe of Stories 
 

The shop site is now open, and libraries and schools can 
begin purchasing resources and incentives for 2019. Click on 
the Shop Now link to the left to see all the fun t-shirts, 
décor, prizes, and more for the 2019 theme.  

Featured: 

Kindergarten Readiness Grant Recipients 
If you missed our previous article about the opportunity to apply for a new pilot grant to support library-
led community efforts to reach more families with preschoolers, see 
https://libraries.idaho.gov/kindergarten-readiness-grants-for-public-libraries/.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1cS8ZWBePYE-hemZ7NWgks8girnEX7Bn6
https://libraries.idaho.gov/kindergarten-readiness-grants-for-public-libraries/
https://shopcslp.com/?utm_source=Silverpop&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=10.10.18%20-%20Upstart%20-%20CSLP%202019%20Intro%20(1)&utm_content=&spMailingID=57532754&spUserID=MTMzNzY4MjI3MjAS1&spJobID=1501551686&spReportId=MTUwMTU1MTY4NgS2
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The goals of this pilot grant are: 

1. Ensure that more Idaho four-year-olds and their families have public library cards to gain access to 
the tools and resources needed to help children succeed in school; 

2. Increase the amount of early literacy activities done in the homes of four-year-olds; and 

3. Increase the number of successful public library, school, and community partnerships aimed at 
third-grade reading proficiency. 

The grant process was very competitive, and requests were submitted for well over $100,000. All the 
project ideas that were submitted were worthy of being funded; therefore, it came down to the level of 
detail provided, the overall impact that was projected, the needs statement, and the evaluation 
measures. We also took geographic distribution and size of library into consideration. 

The following libraries were awarded grants: 

Boise Public Library, Main Branch: $7,500  

The Boise Public Library will be using the grant funds to run a program titled “The Kindergarten Lions,” 
which will cover seven months of family literacy activities. Each month with have a different focus on 
specific early literacy practices, motor skills or STEM content. Participating families will receive a passport 
book with 25 learning opportunities to work on at home each month. The library is partnering with the 
STEM Action Center for the STEM content portion of its training, and the Boise School District’s preschool 
program. 

Coeur d'Alene Public Library: $7,500  

The Coeur d'Alene Public Library plans to take a multi-pronged approach with their grant funds. A mobile 
lab will be created to go to preschools and low-income housing common areas as a "pop-up library," 
along with quality story time programming. They will also offer “Ready! For Kindergarten” classes at the 
library and send literacy kits home with families attending the training. Take-home literacy kits will also 
be available for checkout. The library is working with multiple partners, including the CDA School District, 
United Way, Opening Books Opening Doors and Community Library Network. 

East Bonner County Free Library District: $7,500  

The East Bonner County Free District Library will also be taking a multifaceted approach with its grant 
funds. A portion of the funding will be used to launch the “1000 Books Before Kindergarten” program 
with online options. The library will also be purchasing Launchpad Early Learning tablets for circulation 
and developing early literacy activity kits. The library will be working with Head Start and Kootenai 
Elementary School to strengthen their book collections and hold outreach events. 

Franklin County District Library (Larsen Sant): $10,000  

The Franklin County District Library plans to reach out to every single one of the estimated 300 pre-
kindergarteners for the coming year in its community by providing literacy kits to them all. The kits will 
include a library passport that will encourage visits to the library. The Franklin County Health Department 
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and local daycares will help distribute the kits. The library is also partnering with the Franklin City Council 
to begin hosting weekly outreach storytimes for Spanish-speaking families at the community center in 
Franklin. 

Gooding Public Library: $10,000  

The Gooding Public Library will be using most of its grant funds to provide designated children's 
computers in the library and iPads and hotspots that can be used at its partners' locations to access early 
literacy resources. The library will also provide kindergarten readiness programming. The library will be 
working with the South Central Public Health District WIC program, Gooding School District, North Valley 
Academy and the local migrant worker programs to reach out to families in the area. 

Jefferson County District Library, Hamer Branch: $2,500  

The Hamer Branch of the Jefferson County District Library plans to use grant funds to create a dedicated 
computer station for access to children's educational resources such as Smarty Ants™ and 
TumbleBooks™. The library will also be creating portable preschool totes for families to check out and 
will enhance existing preschool story times with parent interaction activities focusing on preschool skills. 
The library is partnering with Hamer Elementary School to enhance their pre-kindergarten programming. 

Kuna Library District: $5,000 

The Kuna Library District will be using grant funds to enhance its Kinder-Set-Go program by hosting a 
weekly kindergarten readiness program for 20 children who are on the waiting list for Head Start, along 
with providing literacy kits they can take home. They will also be providing 100 take home kits to four-
year-old children in local daycares and preschools, and additional kits will be available at the library for 
patrons to check out. The library is working with the Kuna School District and other community leaders in 
the Get Ready for School Kuna steering committee, who help them with promotion, advertising, 
assessment, and training of library staff. 

Meridian Library District: $10,000  

The Meridian Library District will be using grant funds to enhance its Kindergarten All Stars program at its 
Tiny Library location. Each week children will focus on practicing skills necessary for kindergarten, such as 
using scissors, holding pencils and letter recognition. The funding will allow one of the Kindergarten All 
Stars programs to be held in Spanish, and provide training for an additional 120 families. The library will 
also create kindergarten readiness kits to help families prepare for starting school. The library will be 
partnering with the other services co-located at The Hill, including Treasure Valley YMCA and Hillsdale 
Elementary School. 

ICfL staff will be working closely with the grant recipients to measure identified outcomes and identify 
best practices. A report summarizing project results and community impact will be released at the end of 
the grant timeline—stay tuned!  
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The ICfL is requesting an enhancement of $60,000 for fiscal year 2020, in order to offer the Kindergarten 
Readiness grants again next year. The request will be submitted to the new governor and the Joint 
Finance and Appropriations Committee when the 2019 Legislative Session begins. 

CE news you can use 
~By Tammy Hawley-House 

October is National Positive Attitude Month and what better way to get 
your attitude adjusted then by learning something new. Below are two 
relevant webinars that you might be able to squeeze into your very 
busy schedule. If you are unable to attend either of these webinars, go 
ahead and register, then an email will be sent to you with an archive 
link so that you can view the webinar when it is convenient. 

Info2Go! BreakoutEDU in the Library 
On October 15, 2018 learn how you can incorporate BreakoutEDU in your library to create a 
collaborative, exciting, and problem-based learning experience for users. Idaho’s own Nick Madsen will 
be sharing stories of how he implemented this trending program in Hayden and he will be available for 
all your questions.  

The one-hour free webinar begins at 12:30 pm MDT or 11:30 PDT.  

 

Story-times and Transitions with Heart: Lessons for Early Educators from Youth Librarians  
On October 24, 2018 the Early Childhood Investigations Series is hosting youth librarian Amadee Ricketts 
as she shares her lessons learned while presenting storytimes. Participants in this webinar will learn simple 
ways to make whole group experiences more lively and inclusive by incorporating the power of music, 
rhyme, and social-emotional concepts.  

The one-hour webinar begins at 12:00 pm MDT or 11:00 PDT.  

 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/breakoutedu-in-the-library/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/854762928254128129
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Diversity in Action 

Native American Heritage Month  
November is Native American Heritage Month. For a great list of culturally appropriate 
books to display, see https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-
books.html.  

 

know the numbers 

Pew Report: Teens and Cellphones 
A new Pew Research Center report about screen time finds that 54% of U.S. teens say that they spend 
too much time on their cellphones and 36% of parents of teens say that they themselves spend too much 
time on their cellphones. Teens encounter a range of emotions when they do not have their cellphones, 
but anxiety is the most common. At the same time, over half of teens are taking steps to reduce their 
cellphone use. 

Read the entire report or the online summary for much more data and insights: How Teens and Parents 
Navigate Screen Time and Device Distractions 

STEaM 

STEM Friday 
Bug Hotel 
by Libby Walden (Author) and Clover Robin (Illustrator) 

Booktalk: Welcome to the Bug Hotel, a homemade habitat where creepy 
crawlies of all shapes and sizes can find a place to stay! 

Discover how a bug hotel can create a sustainable, safe environment for 
insects and minibeasts by exploring each section, lifting the flaps and finding 
out facts about your favorite garden insects. 

Instructions for building your own bug hotel at the end of the book! 

    
    
    
   
    
    
       

   
      
   
    
    

  

 

 

https://nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-books.html
https://americanindiansinchildrensliterature.blogspot.com/p/best-books.html
http://www.pewinternet.org/2018/08/22/how-teens-and-parents-navigate-screen-time-and-device-distractions/
http://www.pewinternet.org/2018/08/22/how-teens-and-parents-navigate-screen-time-and-device-distractions/
http://www.friends.kanemiller.com/bug-hotel.html
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“Focus on STEM: Ecosystems Everywhere” 

www.booklistonline.com/Focus-on-STEM-Ecosystems-Everywhere-Suen-Anastasia/pid=9709928 

Summer STEM Update 
We had 59 libraries participate in Summer STEM outreach programming this year, including 46 public 
libraries and 13 school libraries. Altogether, these libraries produced 633 STEM programs last summer for 
66,682 participants! We’re waiting to hear about funding for next year’s Summer STEM programs – stay 
tuned! 

Book look 

A Few October Releases 
Reviewing agencies: Publisher’s Weekly (PW); School Library Journal (SLJ); Booklist (BL); Horn (H); Kirkus (K) 

Picture Books 
 “Carmela Full of Wishes” by Matt de la Peña, illustrated by Christian Robinson. A new 
book by the Newbery and Caldecott award-winning team. (Starred reviews: PW, SLJ, K) 

  

 

“Eliza: The Story of Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton” by Margaret McNamara. Oct. 2. We all 
know the story of scrappy Alexander Hamilton and his rise in American politics--but how 
much do we know about his workmate, inspiration, and stabilizing force, Elizabeth 
Schuyler Hamilton? (Starred review: BL) 

”I Lost My Tooth” by Mo Willems. Oct. 2. Friends search for Zoom Squirrel's missing baby 
tooth. Includes jokes and facts about teeth. (Starred Review: SLJ) 

 

”Imagine” by Juan Felipe Herrera. Sept. 25. The author/poet imagines all of the things a 
child can do, and then speculates on the many vocations the child has the option of 
choosing. (Starred reviews: PW, K) 

 

http://www.booklistonline.com/Focus-on-STEM-Ecosystems-Everywhere-Suen-Anastasia/pid=9709928
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Middle Grade 

 “Crush”(Berrybrook Middle School #3) by Svetlana Chmakova. Oct. 30. Next installment in 
author’s successful series “Awkward” and “Brave.”  

 

 

”The Darkdeep” by Ally Condie. Oct. 2. Middle-schoolers Nico, Tyler, Ella, and Opal discover a 
hidden island in a forbidden cove that appears uninhabited, but something ancient has 
awakened knowing their wishes, dreams, and darkest secrets. 

”The Lotterys More or Less” by Emma Donoghue. Oct. 9. The eagerly awaited sequel to “The 
Lotterys Plus One.” 

 

 

”Grenade” by Alan Gratz. Oct. 9. The anticipated follow-up to Gratz's NYT bestselling, critically 
acclaimed phenomenon “Refugee.” (Starred review: BL) 

 

”Louisiana’s Way Home” by Kate DiCamillo. Oct. 2. Louisiana Elefante's granny wakes her up 
in the middle of the night and tells her they need to leave home immediately, and this time 
Granny intends for them never to return. (Starred reviews: BL, K, PW, H, SLJ, and more) 

 

”Lu” (Track #4) by Jason Reynolds. Oct. 23. Lu must learn to leave his ego on the sidelines if 
he wants to finally connect with others in the climax to the New York Times bestselling and 
award-winning Track series. (Starred review: BL) 

 

”The Meltdown” (Diary of a Wimpy Kid #13) by Jeff Kinney. Oct. 30. When snow shuts down 
Greg Heffley's middle school, his neighborhood transforms into a wintry battlefield. 

 

”A Map of Days” (Miss Peregrine #4) by Ransom Riggs. Oct. 2. After having saved the peculiar 
world, Jacob Portman is back in Florida with his peculiar friends, where they set out on a 
journey across America to discover the truth about Jacob's grandfather. 
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Young Adult 

”Bridge of Clay” by Markus Zusak. Oct. 9. Upon their father's return, the five Dunbar boys, 
who have raised themselves since their mother's death, begin to learn family secrets, including 
that of fourth brother Clay, who will build a bridge for complex reasons, including his own 
redemption. (Starred review: BL) 

”Broken Things” by Lauren Oliver. Oct. 2. Everyone thinks Mia and Brynn killed their best 
friend after becoming obsessed and delusional over a novel, but on the anniversary of their 
friend's death a discovery pulls them back together to find out what actually happened that 
night. (Starred review: BL) 

”Dry” by Neal Shusterman. Oct. 2. A lengthy California drought escalates to catastrophic 
proportions, turning Alyssa's quiet suburban street into a warzone, and she is forced to make 
impossible choices if she and her brother are to survive. (Starred reviews: K, BL, PW) 

 

”The Lady’s Guide to Petticoats and Piracy” by Mackenzi Lee. Oct. 2. Sequel to “The 
Gentleman's Guide to Vice and Virtue.” (Starred reviews: K, SLJ, BL) 

 

”Muse of Nightmares” (Strange the Dreamer #2) by Laini Taylor. Oct. 2. As humans and 
godspawn reel in the aftermath of the citadel's near fall, a new foe shatters their fragile hopes, 
and the mysteries of the Mesarthim are resurrected. (Starred review: BL) 

 

”Odd One Out” by Nic Stone. Oct. 9. High school juniors and best friends Courtney and Jupe, 
and new sophomore Rae, explore their sexuality and their budding attractions for one 
another. (Starred review: BL) 

 

Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci or Kristina 
and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries retains sole discretion with regard to the content of this newsletter, and reserves the right to edit, modify, or delete 
content. Advertising will not be accepted. Permission to reproduce information in this newsletter is granted to other nonprofit organizations, so long as credit 
is given to the author and source, except for items which are reprinted from other sources and are protected by copyright. The Idaho Commission for Libraries 
is not responsible for the contents of any linked sites or any link contained within a linked site.  

Subscribe and Unsubscribe 
Information: 
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and 
enter your email address to subscribe. If you 
would like to unsubscribe, simply click on 
the unsubscribe link in the bottom of the 
email. 

 Contact Information 
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me 
Program. To contribute or provide 
suggestions, contact Staci or Kristina at 208-
334-2150 or 1-800-458-3271 
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