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A Note from the Idaho State Librarian:

 All library staff were affected by the arrival of COVID-19 
in Idaho. The staff at the Idaho Commission for Libraries 
and many at public libraries had to focus their attention 
on how to help keep students learning and adults earning 
during a time when schools and businesses changed their 
practices to help mitigate harm from the virus. The impact 
on our communities is still being felt throughout our state, 
and many are still grappling with what some of the 
changes in library services will continue to look like in the 
short term and for years to come. 

 One thing I know for sure is that Idaho library staff are 
resilient and able to find creative ways to meet the needs of 
their communities. Whether that means offering take-
home kits or meals at drive-through locations or 
increasing online offerings and checking out more 
hotspots and devices, the care, commitment, and 
innovation demonstrated by the Idaho library community 
is an inspiration. The tireless work you exhibit to meet -- 
and exceed -- the needs of your communities is recognized 
and truly appreciated.

Stephanie Bailey-White, State Librarian



Quick Facts About Idaho 
Public Libraries 

From the 2020 Idaho Public Library Statistics

 Libraries Are For Everyone

4,532,137 people visited Idaho’s 162 Public 
libraries, branches, and bookmobiles in FY 2020 

481,724 people 
attended one of 
20,811 programs 
held in libraries.  

That’s the same as 
57 programs

 every day          
over the past year.

810,966 people 
have a current 

library card.  
That’s about 
44 percent     

of the 
population of 

Idaho. 

3,437 different 
volunteers 

donated 
65,027 hours  

of their time to 
their local 

library. 



<1%
Other Materials 

(Video games, puzzles, 
hotspots, ukuleles, bicycles, 

cake pans, and more! )

6%
Videos27%    

Downloadables

Quick Facts About Idaho 
Public Libraries

From the 2020 Idaho Public Library Statistics

Idaho Public Libraries have 6,646,256 total items in their collections. 

3%
  Audios

64%
Books

Physical items still make up a majority 

of library collections. 

Public libraries circulated 
10,068,665 physical & 
2,335,033 electronic 

items last year. 

$48.07

Average per capita Idahoans
pay to support their public 

library. 

Library internet use decreased 33% 
from the previous year, with 

1,623,752 uses of library wireless 
networks.





































































































Public Internet 
Terminals

Uses of the Library 
Wireless Network

Total Internet 
Terminal Usage

Usage per Open 
Hours

Internet Use 
Capita

Total
Internet Use

Internet 
Connectivity

Connective Speed

Priest Lake District
11 22,000 3,000 2 3 7,224

Wireless Greater than 10 Mbps
Cambridge District 7 400 600 0 1 2,900 DSL 129 Kbps - 256 Kbps

Hagerman Public
10 762 1,349 1 2 6,753

Wireless Greater than 10 Mbps

Clark County District
7 20 26 0 0 5,582

Wireless Greater than 10 Mbps
Wallace Public 7 0 1,643 1 2 1,404 DSL Don't Know
Midvale District 4 385 655 1 1 7,832 Wireless 6.0 Mbps - 10 Mbps
Bruneau Valley District 5 123 93 0 0 0 DSL Don't Know
Mullan Public 7 66 881 1 1 5,174 Wireless 6.0 Mbps - 10 Mbps
Ririe Public 3 500 302 0 0 253 Wireless 6.0 Mbps - 10 Mbps
Notus Public 6 900 267 0 0 6,964 DSL 1.6 Mbps - 5.0 Mbps

Roberts Public
8 0 0 0 0 8,561

Municipal Network- 
regardless of type Greater than 10 Mbps

Pierce District 4 120 1,200 1 2 6,255 Wireless 6.0 Mbps - 10 Mbps
Rockland School/Community 4 43 648 1 1 0 Fiber Optic 6.0 Mbps - 10 Mbps

Lewisville Public
3 4 88 0 0 5,143

DSL Greater than 10 Mbps

Salmon River Public
6 5,000 4,000 3 10 0

DSL Greater than 10 Mbps

Stanley District
4 2,079 282 0 1 3,186

Fiber Optic Greater than 10 Mbps

Ola District
4 5 9 0 0 5,407

Cable Greater than 10 Mbps
Elk River District 5 4,000 500 1 3 0 Wireless 1.6 Mbps - 5.0 Mbps
Prairie District 0 0 0 0 0 0 None Don't Know
Clarkia District 2 469 37 0 0 2,795 Satellite 6.0 Mbps - 10 Mbps
Subtotal 107 36,876 15,580 75,433

Totals 1,837 1,623,752 713,520 7,233,470
Means 18 15,613 6,861 69,553
Medians 9 1,173 1,428 7,250

Internet (cont.)

Public Libraries

Internet

Under 1,000
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Clearwater District

Benewah District

Elk River District

Council Valley District

Ola District

Lizard Butte District

Meridian District

Prairie District

Little Wood River District

Aberdeen District
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Boundary 

Bonner 

Coe d'Alene Pub c 
iKootenai 

Latah 

OWyhee 

Elmore 

Lemhi 

Custer 

ille 

Twin Falls 
Cassia 

Oneida 

Plummer Public

Roberts
   Public

Rigby Public
Ririe Public

Burley Public
Buhl
Public Filer

Public

/
Twin
Falls
Public

\

Bellevue Public

NotusPublic
Caldwell
Public  Homedale

Public

/ Eagle Public
Boise Public

Middleton Public
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Kellogg Public
Osburn Public

Mullan Public
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Glenn's Ferry Public
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Gooding Public
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Treasure Valley Libraries



Boundary 

Bonner 

Kootenai 

Benewah 

Latah 

Owyhee 

Custer 
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