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IV. General (state funds), Miscellaneous Revenue, and Library Services Improvement Fund
B. Program -Bucks for Books Summary Report 2025-2026

In this year’s final Bucks for Books reports, librarians described the positive impact of being able to
purchase new books for their students. The funds helped breathe new life into many school
libraries. Shauntel Peterson, the librarian at Bonneville Online Elementary School shared, “This has
been such a fun year for the library! Usually when the kids make a request for a book, | write it down
and hope it shows up in the Bookfair so | can acquire the book for the library at some point. But this
year, when | told the students about the grant and that they could request what they wanted, | got
pages of books they hoped we could get for the library! Every week we had displays of new books
coming in, and my desk was covered in hold requests for books as soon as they arrived. | had two
tables completely full of books on hold at any given time. We’ve never seen that kind of demand!”

The total amount of books purchased in the 2025-26 award year (5,120) was significantly higher
than the 2024-25 total (3,623). The ICfL was able to add an additional $21,000 in grant funds to the
generous contribution from the Idaho Lottery Commission, resulting in far more books being
purchased for Idaho kids.

Here are highlights from the 2025-2026 Bucks for Books reports submitted to the ICfL:

e Average change in circulation: Change in circulation varies from school to school
depending on the size of student population, already established circulation policies, and
myriad other factors. On average, grantees circulated 6% more books this year than last
year. While most of this year’s grantees reported an increase in circulation, 30% also
reported a decrease. The schools that reported less circulation cited reasons like library
closures during state testing and a decrease in enrollment. Overall, awardees reported
15,408 more check-outs in the 2025-26 school year compared to the 2024-25 school year.

As in previous years, the most common success cited in the narrative responses was that the
students were very excited to see new books in the library. They were even more excited to be able
to take them home to read. We know that a key factor in students reading at grade level is time
spent reading at home with families. When excitement about taking books home meets more
permissive circulation polices, thatis a lot more reading at home!

Some schools noted that reading frequency and literacy scores improved with new books added to
the library’s collection. Craig Gerard, Executive Director of Blackfoot Charter School, shared this:

“Reading has improved overall at our school. We have been able to raise our overall literacy
by 5% this year so far. While instruction is a major component, we wouldn't be able to
achieve increased literacy without books that students are interested in and increasing
their ability to read for pleasure. This was a very beneficial grant for our school.”

Several grant recipients noted the impact that new books had on families reading together at home
and parent engagement. Daryl Lemost from Marsing School District shared this story about the
impact of new nonfiction books:
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“The biggest success was the response by parents to the nonfiction titles. Most parents are
used to seeing early literacy books, many of which are simple fictional stories. The
nonfiction titles seemed to be a point of interest for many parents and students, especially
the Ranger Rick collection pertaining to the lives of animals. The grant money allowed us to
purchase over a dozen hardcover titles that will stand the test of time. | had one mother tell
me that her son wanted to read a Ranger Rick book on bison over five times! With the
generous grant funding, this young man will have access to dozens of nonfiction books for
the next several years.”

Some narrative excerpts:

“l have seen so much excitement about reading from students who have not shown as
much enthusiasm in the past. When | received the first large shipment of new books, | did a
whole unveiling presentation with them to get the kids really excited. | collected their input
on what books they wanted to see in the library as well as teacher input for some classics
missing from our collection. When they came, we smelled the new books, heard the sound
of the spine cracking when we first opened it, and admired how crisp the pages were. They
were SO excited and still bring me newer books and ask me to smell them. | would joke that
the books smell like fresh paper, not old spaghetti and that | wanted them to stay that way!”
- Sarah Alexander at Orofino Elementary School

“The biggest success in this project was giving the students even more book selections to
choose from. Our entire 3rd grade does a project that is called the Wax Museum. They must
research the biography of someone who has passed away who is well-known. The students
then create and present a speech about that person dressed as if they were them. | have
always wanted to expand the Biography section in our library with books that are easier for
our students to understand. This grant helped me do that!!! We were able to purchase the
whole set of Ordinary People Change the World. They are so informative, and they are
written in a graphic novel format, which is very appealing to the students right now. The
students love them, and the books are constantly checked out.” - Valynn Spackman,
Oakwood Elementary School



