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Barbara Meldrum, Professor Emerita of English at the 
University of Idaho, has been an active participant in 
the Let’s Talk About It programs for many years. Her 
area of specialization includes western American 
writers. Her latest book, Old West-New West: 
Centennial Essays, is a collection of essays selected 
from a national conference she organized. She is a 
direct descendant of Oregon Trail pioneers.                 
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