
The Dot, Ish, and Sky Color, by  

Peter Reynolds 

Express yourself! These three award-

winning picture books celebrate the power 

of original thinking: The Dot is about self-

expression; just make a mark and see 

where it takes you. In Ish, a child learns 

that thinking "ishly" leads to a far more 

wonderful outcome than "getting it right." 

The sky's no limit in Sky Color, a playful 

tale that reminds us that if we open our 

eyes and look beyond the expected, 

inspiration will come. Look for these titles at 

your local library! 

November 2021 

Kindergarten 

Did you know... Read 

Choose Books 

Here’s how... 

Children who can describe things and events can 

have conversations about what is happening in 

books, and those children who can tell stories are 

better able to understand what they hear, and 

later, what they read. These are called “narrative 

skills.” 

 Read books that have words or phrases that repeat. 

Encourage your child to say the repeated phrase 

with you each time.  

 Re-read books so your child can become familiar 

with the story, making it easier to retell the story. 

 Have your child retell the story. 

 Encourage your child to tell you something from her 

own experience related to what happened in the 

book. 

 Use puppets or props to tell the story to help your 

child remember it; have your child use props to help 

retell the story. 

 Encourage your child to talk about the pictures in 

the book, even if what she says is not in the story. 

Ask open-ended questions (ones that cannot be 

answered with yes or no). 

 Have your child draw pictures and ask her to tell 

you about them. 

 Stop before turning the page and ask your child 

what they think will happen next. 

 Instead of asking your child how school was (Typical 

answer: “Good”), ask specific questions that require 

a more detailed answer. What was the best thing 

that happened today? What stories did the teacher 

share? What was something nice that you did for 

someone? 

Books that help build describing or 

retelling skills (“narrative” skills): 

Books with a repeated phrase 

Books that repeat part of the story 

Books that tell a tale that builds on itself 

Books where the events happen in an order 

Books with detailed illustrations 

Wordless picture books 



On a blank piece of paper, draw a squiggly line 

or the beginning of a shape. Ask your child to 

use his imagination to finish the drawing. You 

can play, too!  

Talk 

Write 

Play 

Sing 

At your library... 

Find more “Bookworms” at https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/bookworm/. Funding for this project is made possible by the Idaho Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me  program, and the 

U.S. Institute of Museum and Library Services under a provision of the Library Services and Technology Act. Printed 2021  

Idaho Family Reading Week is an annual 

statewide celebration of reading as a family 

activity. The theme this year is “Believe and 

Achieve!” Libraries across the state are planning 

fun events that celebrate family reading. 

Ask your librarian about special events and 

programs planned for Family Reading Week, 

November 8—14, 2021. 

Your child is learning so much in kindergarten, 

and one of the hardest things is figuring out how 

to get along in the classroom. Help your child 

find ways to use their words when they are angry 

or frustrated: 

“I’m playing with this toy now, but you can have 

it when I’m done.” 

“It hurt my feelings when you said that to me.” 

“This is hard. I need some help.” 

Through play children develop so many skill 

areas such as language and literacy, science, 

and math. They also develop social and 

emotional skills, which are just as important as 

academic skills when it comes to being 

successful in kindergarten. 

Action songs help your child listen and follow 

directions, while teaching about words and 

sounds. Try “Here We Go Looby Loo.” 

“Pretend” play lets your child try out skills and 

roles they see from adults. Provide dress-up 

clothes, let your child serve you food, and let 

them write your order down on paper. 

At this age, children can begin playing simple 

board games, which will help them solve 

problems and learn to lose with grace. 

Join in! As you play, help children expand and 

build on their ideas. Find joy in spending time 

with your child during these critical years. 

Here We Go Looby Loo 

Here we go looby loo, 

Here we go looby light, 

Here we go looby loo, 

All on a Saturday night. 

You put your right hand in. 

Your take your right hand out. 

You give your hand a shake, shake, shake, 

And turn yourself about. 

Repeat…  

You put your left hand in…  

You put your right foot in…  

You put your left foot in…  

You put your right hip in… 

You put your left hip in... 

You put your whole self in…  

 

You can hear this song at  

http://bussongs.com/songs/ 

here-we-go-looby-loo.php 


