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Did you know ... ?

Early literacy is what children know about reading
and writing before they actually learn to read and
write. Helping your child develop early literacy
skills will build a foundation for reading so that
when they are taught to read they are ready. You
can start at birth!

Reading aloud with your kindergartener every day
and teaching them about the world around them
are practices that help prepare children to learn to
read.

This monthly newsletter will help you become
more familiar with early literacy skills, and it
contains tips and activities you can try at home
with your child. “The Bookworm” is published
monthly for three age groups: Babies and
Toddlers, Preschool, and Kindergarten. You can
find more “Bookworms,” as well as versions in
Spanish, at https://libraries.idaho.gov/
publications/bookworm/.

Here’s how ... Q

< Choose a quiet spot for you and your child to read
aloud 15 - 20 minutes each day.

@ Keep books and other reading materials where your
child can reach them.

o Take books and writing supplies with you when you
leave home so that your child can read and write
wherever you go.

@ Show your child how you read every day for fun and
work (novels, newspapers, magazines, etc.).

@ Visit the library or bookstore with your child to
attend storytimes and choose books to read at
home.

Library Mouse
by Daniel Kirk

Sam, a shy but creative mouse

who lives in a library, decides -
to write and illustrate his own stories which
he places on the shelves with the other
library books; but when children find the
tales, they all want to meet the author.
What should Sam do? The joy of reading,
writing, and sharing is brought to life in this
warmhearted tale.

For more adventures with Sam and friends,
look for other Library Mouse books at your

library!

BRAR
L roUse”

ﬁ >
Choose Books v

Here are some other books about books,
reading, and libraries:

Bats at the Library by Brian Lies

Charlie Cook’s Favorite Book by Julia
Donaldson

Dewey: There’s a Cat in the Library! by Vicki
Myron and Bret Witter

Interrupting Chicken by David Ezra Stein
The Library Dragon by Carmen Agra Deedy

Madeline Finn and the Library Dog by Lisa
Papp

Tomds and the Library Lady by Pat Mora

When the Library Lights Go Out by Megan
McDonald



Talk ®)

Studies show that when parents and caregivers
talk with their children throughout the day,
those children learn more words and are better
able to learn to read. Asking your child questions
about their day, explaining what you’re doing as
you do it, and talking about what you see as
you’re out and about are ways to talk with,
rather than at, your child.

Write f

Every child can be an author! Help your child
write their own book. Here are step by step
instructions to make a mini book. Then
encourage your child to fill the pages with their
story. Here are some suggestions:

e All about me (or all about my family)
e My trip to the zoo (or park, museum, woods)
e A funny thing happened on the way to ...
e The mystery of the lost ...
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(Match body movements to words)

Five little mice on the pantry floor.
This little mouse peeked behind the door.
This little mouse nibbled at some cake.
This little mouse not a sound did make.
This little mouse took a bite of cheese.
This little mouse heard a kitten sneeze!
Ah-choo! Sneezed the kitten, and
SQUEAK they all cried!

As they found a hole and ran inside.

Find more “Bookworms” at

Sing ﬂ

If You’re Happy and You Know It,
Share a Book

If you’re happy and you know it, share a book.
If you’re happy and you know it share a book.
If you’re happy and you know

and you really want to show it,

If you’re happy and you know it share a book!

More verses:

- sing a song

- play a game

- write a story

- tell a tale

- go to storytime

Hear the tune, “If You're Happy and You Know
It” at
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Your library offers many free resources to help
you build your child’s early literacy skills such
as children’s books (print and digital), music,
storytimes, workshops for parents/caregivers,
booklists, take-home activities, and events for
the whole family!
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