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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good afternoon everyone! Thank you for letting me conduct this presentation on the Summer Food Service Program and how libraries can work together to nourish healthy bodies and minds!The USDA’s Summer Food Service Program relies on innovative and collaborative efforts to reach children in need. Collaboration with valued partners are heavily encouraged to raise awareness about the nutrition gap in children and families in low-income areas when school close for the summer. Additionally, a successful summer meals program requires sharing ideas, innovations, and a blend of collaboration that is diverse but united by a single vision: to feed more hungry children during the summer months!



What is the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP)?

• Hunger does not take a summer vacation!
• Free meals to children ages 1 – 18 during summer months.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What is the Summer Food Service Program or SFSP? The Summer Food Service Program or SFSP was established to ensure that low-income children continue to receive nutritious meals when school is not in session. Hunger does not take a summer vacation! Free meals are provided to children 18 years and younger during the summer months.



•USDA
• Idaho State Department of Education, Child 
Nutrition Programs

•Sponsors
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Who Can be A Sponsor?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Who can be a sponsor?USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) administers the SFSP at the national level and regional levels. Within each state, SFSP is administered by the State Dept. of Education or an alternate state agency. For the state of Idaho, the Idaho State Department of Education, Child Nutrition Programs department oversees the program. Locally, public or private non-profit organizations that want to “sponsor” the Program apply and are approved by the State agency to operate the Program. These sponsoring organizations are responsible for overseeing the Program operations. Sponsors receive Federal reimbursement from the State agency to cover the administrative and operating costs of preparing and serving meals to eligible children at one more meal site. A sponsoring organization must be a public or private non-profit school food authority (SFA); a public or private non-profit college or university; a public or private non-profit residential summer camp; a unit of local, county, municipal, State, or Federal Government; or any other type of private non-profit organization.



Program Requirements

• Meal Sites
oAreas of economic disadvantage
oOpen Site(s)

• Participants
oChildren/teens 18 years old and younger
oNo questions asked! 

• Documenting Site Eligibility
oSchool Data
oCensus Map
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
What are some of the program requirements?Sponsors may operate the SFSP at one or more meal sites, which are actual locations where the meals are served and children eat in a supervised setting. Eligible sites are those that serve children in low-income areas or those that serve specific groups of low-income children. Sponsors must provide documentation that proposed sites meet the income eligibility criteria required by law. Most sponsors establish site eligibility on “need and openness”. If a site is located in a needy area where 50% or more children residing in the area are eligible for free or reduced-priced school meals, and meals are made available to children, 18-years and younger, in the area as first-come, first-serve basis, these sites are considered Open Sites. No income or identification needed!The two primary sources of data that may be used to determine whether the area that will be served is eligible are school data or census data. To qualify a site, a Sponsor may use data from elementary, middle, or high schools as long as the site is located in the attendance area of the school. Sponsors may also document the area eligibility of their proposed sites on the basis of census data. Once area eligibility is established, the duration of determination of site eligibility is 5 years.



•Nationwide Waivers
oNon-congregate feeding
oParent/Guardian pick-up
oMore than one meal type can be served in one 

distribution
oArea eligibility 

•Only through summer 2021
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COVID-19 Operations:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
COVID-19 Operations.SFSP program regulations requires for participants to consume meals onsite, which means a child cannot take any food items home or offsite. Additionally, parents or guardians cannot pick up or be served the meal intended for the child, and multiple meal types cannot be served at one time. However, under the COVID-19 pandemic, USDA has issued multiple nationwide waivers to offer flexibilities regarding some SFSP program regulations. Sponsors can elect to opt-in for these nationwide waivers by contacting the State agency. Under the COVID-19 nationwide waivers, sponsors can offer non-congregate feeding, which means participants can take their meals home or consume it offsite; a parent or guardian can pick up the meal(s) for eligible children if children are not present; additionally, sponsors are able to provide more one meal type to each child (i.e. a breakfast and a lunch meal in one distribution). Lastly, sponsors can elect to operate a site in an area that is less than 50% of children who are eligible for the free and reduced-priced school meals program. These COVID-19 nationwide waivers are in effect until September 30, 2021.



Support the SFSP
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•Promoting the program  Bookmarks and other 
materials

•Summer Meal Site Finder: 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids

•Text Summer Meals to 97779
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Spread the Word

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spread the word!Help promote the Program and spread the word. Getting the word out to families about the summer meals program is a key factor to ensure that children have access to good nutrition this summer. Bookmarks are available for the State agency to mail to library locations to distribute to children and families, if feasible under the public health emergency. Additionally, libraries can promote the program through posting flyers through the building, library website, or any other means of communication to children and families such as social media.Share the Summer Meal Site Finder website. Families can enter their address or zip code and it will locate the nearest summer meal site location. Also, families can text “Summer Meals” to 97779.

https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
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Create Partnership

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Another way to support the Program is to create a partnership. Libraries can contact local program operators and start a conversation on how they can partner and collaborate to ensure the summer feeding operation is a successful one. Library staff can volunteer and conduct a Book Mobile activity and read to the participants or have a library book exchange to provide enrichment activities during the summer months.



•Become a Sponsor

•Become a Site
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Serve a Meal or Snack 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Lastly, libraries can support the Program by serving a meal or a snack.You can become a SFSP sponsor, if interested and operationally feasible. Or, become a summer meal site. Contact and collaborate with existing SFSP sponsor in your community to supply the meals to children. Sponsors may need the extra staff/volunteers to help with meal distribution.



Benefits for Libraries

Book and a Bite, Kuna

• Promotes year-round reading
• Boosts participation in summer programming
• Strengthens relationships within community
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
How can this partnership benefit libraries?Libraries, the leader in the fight against summer learning loss, are natural partners and ideal sponsors or sites for the summer meals program. By combining meals with reading programs, library-based sponsor or summer meal sites nourish children’s minds and bodies!Libraries are safe and accessible gathering places that exit in nearly every community. Summer meals benefit children. When school is out, low-income children who rely on school meals are harmed by the summer hunger and achievement gaps. Libraries are in a unique position to bridge both gaps at once by providing the healthy meals and enrichment activities our children need to thrive, all year round.By partnering and collaborating with SFSP sponsors through becoming a meal site or providing enrichment activities, library staff can promote year-round reading, as well as boosts summer feeding participation. This will not only strengthen relationships in the community, but also ensure that children have what they need to return to school in the fall ready to learn!



Outreach Strategies

• Governor’s Proclamation
• Bookmarks

o Idaho Libraries distributed over 4,500 bookmarks in  2019!

• Kick-off Events and ongoing events
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some outreach strategies this coming summer operations.The State agency will place a request for the Governor’s Proclamation for a Summer Food Service Program week sometime in June. This proclamation will call attention to the summer meals program across the state and will support the promotion of accessing the program throughout the summer months.  Plan or partake in kick-off events to build awareness among parents, recruit volunteers, and create excitement around the summer meals program! Additional events throughout the summer can help sustain the enthusiasm to keep participation high.



Supporting Schools and Students to Achieve
SHERRI YBARRA, ED.S., SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

Questions

Mary Ann Liby | BA | Coordinator | Summer Food Service Program
Idaho State Department of Education
650 W State Street, Boise, ID 83702
208.332.6828
mliby@sde.idaho.gov
www.sde.idaho.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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mailto:email@sde.idaho.gov
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/


Non-Discrimination Statement
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 
In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the
USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited 
from discriminating based on race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA. 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large print, 
audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for benefits. 
Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at 
(800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English. 
To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) found online at: 
How to File a Complaint, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form 
or letter to USDA by: 

(1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights 
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; 
(2) Fax: (202) 690-7442; or 
(3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/USDA-OASCR%20P-Complaint-Form-0508-0002-508-11-28-17Fax2Mail.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint


Non-Discrimination Statement (Spanish)
USDA Nondiscrimination Statement 2015 (Spanish Translation) 
De conformidad con la Ley Federal de Derechos Civiles y los reglamentos y políticas de derechos
civiles del Departamento de Agricultura de los EE. UU. (USDA, por sus siglas en inglés), se prohíbe
que el USDA, sus agencias, oficinas, empleados e instituciones que participan o administran
programas del USDA discriminen sobre la base de raza, color, nacionalidad, sexo, credo religioso,
discapacidad, edad, creencias políticas, o en represalia o venganza por actividades previas de
derechos civiles en algún programa o actividad realizados o financiados por el USDA.
Las personas con discapacidades que necesiten medios alternativos para la comunicación de la
información del programa (por ejemplo, sistema Braille, letras grandes, cintas de audio, lenguaje de
señas americano, etc.), deben ponerse en contacto con la agencia (estatal o local) en la que solicitaron
los beneficios. Las personas sordas, con dificultades de audición o con discapacidades del habla
pueden comunicarse con el USDA por medio del Federal Relay Service [Servicio Federal de
Retransmisión] llamando al (800) 877-8339. Además, la información del programa se puede
proporcionar en otros idiomas.
Para presentar una denuncia de discriminación, complete el Formulario de Denuncia de
Discriminación del Programa del USDA, (AD-3027) que está disponible en línea en: How to File a Complaint. 
y en cualquier oficina del USDA, o bien escriba una carta dirigida al USDA e
incluya en la carta toda la información solicitada en el formulario. Para solicitar una copia del
formulario de denuncia, llame al (866) 632-9992. Haga llegar su formulario lleno o carta al USDA
por:
(1) correo: U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410;
(2) fax: (202) 690-7442; o
(3) correo electrónico: program.intake@usda.gov.
Esta institución es un proveedor que ofrece igualdad de oportunidades. 
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https://www.ocio.usda.gov/sites/default/files/docs/2012/Spanish_Form_508_Compliant_6_8_12_0.pdf
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