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Carlen Donovan 

Carlen Donovan is a teacher, writer, and hobby 
photographer. She earned an MA in English from 
Idaho State University, where she currently teaches 
writing and film studies courses. She lives in 
Pocatello with one tall man and two short dogs. 
Carlen has been a Let's Talk About It visiting scholar 
since 2014. 

 

 

 

 
 

Carrie Seymour  

Carrie Seymour has been a farmer in the Sunnyslope 
fruit-growing region of southwestern Idaho for thirty 
years, a teacher of literature and writing at Boise 
State University for twenty-one years, and a writer 
for as long as she can remember. When she is not 
doing one of those things, she can be found in the 
mountains - camping or snowshoeing or looking at 
the sky. Her essays, interviews, and poems have 
been published in a variety of local and regional 
publications as well as Creative Nonfiction, 
Bellingham Review, Mid-American Review, and 
Educe Literary Journal. Her essay "Strands" was a 
finalist and editor’s choice for the Mid-American 
Creative Nonfiction Prize. She is a co-editor and 
contributor to the anthology Archives of a Fantastic 

Small History: Writings from the Gamekeeper Salon, forthcoming from Educe Press. Her book, 



The Distance Between Things, a collection of essays, is in the final editing stage. She feels weird 
talking about herself in third person. 

 

Elizabeth Sloan 

Elizabeth Sloan lives in Moscow, Idaho where she 
focuses on writing and mixed media. She leads 
workshops with Blue Sage Writing out of Longmont, 
CO., as well as giving and receiving prompts and word 
play through a blend of other virtual venues. Her 
historical nonfiction, When Songbirds Returned to 
Paris (Fawkes Press), is set in the European theatre of 
WWII. Her current work is a collection of essays and 
stories that might be true, as well as an upcoming 
revived and revised anthology on breastfeeding 
titled The Dairy Bar is Always Open. She has essays 
in Idaho Magazine, High Desert Journal, and drawings 
published in a number of literary journals over the 
years. You can follow her author page (E.M. Sloan) at 
facebook.com/lizziebzArt.  

 
 

Heike Henderson 

Heike Henderson is Professor of German and 
Associate Chair of the Department of World 
Languages at Boise State University. 
Originally from Germany, she has now spent 
more than half of her life in the US, most of it 
in Idaho where she has lived since 1997. At 
Boise State, she has taught a wide variety of 
literature and culture classes. She has 
published on Turkish-German women 
writers, on food in literature, and on 
transnational crime fiction. Her newest 
research interests are the intersections of 
artificial intelligence and humanity. 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/aBVSCrkoq9UnV8BkhQd9UZ?domain=facebook.com


Jennifer Black 

Dr. Jennifer Black is a Lecturer in English Literature at 
Boise State University. She has BA and MA degrees in 
Humanities and Comparative Literature from Brigham 
Young University, as well as a PhD in Renaissance 
Studies from Boston University. She teaches courses 
in British Literature, World Literature, Shakespeare, 
Milton, and English Composition. Her primary 
research interests include Shakespeare’s plays, online 
pedagogy, epic poetry, and women’s autobiography. 
She has lived in the Boise area since 2000 and has two 
grown children, a supportive husband, and a poorly-
trained but lovable miniature schnauzer. 

 

 
Justin Vipperman 
 
Justin L. Vipperman was born and raised in Wendell, 
Idaho. He attended the College of Southern Idaho 
before pursuing a bachelor’s degree in history at Idaho 
State University. Vipperman attended Portland State 
University where he received a dual master’s degree in 
history and public history. His thesis recounted the 
African American experience in Portland, Oregon prior 
to World War II. Vipperman now teaches at the College 
of Southern Idaho and Idaho State University and is 
also working on an interdisciplinary doctorate. He is an 
American West historian specializing in African 
American history. Vipperman currently resides in 
Wendell and is the father of three wonderful children   
and husband to his beautiful wife Rebecca.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kimberly Madsen Dill 
 
Kimberly Madsen Dill is a Professor of English and the 
Writing Program Administrator at the College of 
Southern Idaho. She taught high school English and 
Spanish for five years prior to teaching at CSI and 
currently teaches writing, literature, and a general 
education course for the college. Kim is the 2022 winner 
of the Idaho State Board of Education’s GEM Innovative 
Educator Award for Written Communication.  
 
Inspired by the pleasure she receives in facilitating book 
discussions for the Let’s Talk About It series, Kim started a 
book/dinner club with friends that is now three years and 
fifteen members strong. Kim loves to read travel writing, 
biography, science fiction, history, memoir, fiction, and 
poetry.  

 
Kim enjoys traveling, camping, hiking, and long walks with her husband and dog Golda. She 
especially loves road biking, gardening, and playing her guitar.  
 

Leslie Leek  

Leslie Leek is an Idaho native. 
She lives in Pocatello and is 
retired from teaching in the 
Department of Communication 
and Rhetorical Studies at Idaho 
State University. She is the 
author of two collections of short 
stories, the most recent, 
Unsettled Territory published by 
Blue Scarab Press in 2012. She 
has published stories and essays 
in several state anthologies and 

regional literary magazines, is a past recipient of a Literature Fellowship from the Idaho Arts 
Commission and participated in the Tumble Words program providing writing workshops and 
readings in rural Idaho communities. She has always loved books, libraries and conversation 
and has fond memories of her mother, older sister and other community members creating the 
first Clark County library in a train caboose donated by Union Pacific. Leslie started her LTAI 
adventure in 1988 at the beginning of the program and was active through the early 90s but 
tapered off due to the complexities of life. However, in 2010 she came back with gusto and 
since her retirement she has participated in many programs and is a “veteran” of the program.   

 



 

 

Nancy Casey 

Nancy Casey has been reading and writing in Idaho for 
35 years. She blogs about writing for the Latah Recovery 
Center in Moscow, where she also teaches. All the Way 
to Second Street, her memoir of the back-to-the-land 
movement was published in 2011. For years she was a 
morning news host for KRFP in Moscow where she also 
wrote and produced The View from Planet Nancy. She 
received an MFA from the University of Idaho and lives 
in rural Latah County. Nancy enjoys camping and hiking 
in the wilds of Idaho and is a wintertime caretaker for 
Forest Service properties in Hells Canyon.  
 

 

 

Paula Coomer 

Paula Coomer is a poet and literary fiction writer who 

occasionally writes about food and health. Her writing 

has appeared in many journals, anthologies, and online 
publications. Books include the novels Jagged Edge of 

the Sky and Dove Creek, short story 

collections Somebody Should Have Scolded the 

Girl and Summer of Government Cheese, poetry 

collections Nurses Who Love English and Devil at the 

Crossroads. A food memoir, Blue Moon Vegetarian, was 

followed by the much-loved cookbook Blue Moon 

Vegan. A long-time teacher of writing, Ms. Coomer has 

been a nominee for the Pulitzer, the Pushcart, and 

others. She lives with her husband Phil in the tiny town 

of Garfield, Washington, where she coaches writers and organizes and facilitates Clearwater 

Writers, a retreat program on the Wild and Scenic Clearwater River near Syringa, Idaho.  
 

http://authornancycasey.com/
http://authornancycasey.com/write-for-you
http://latahrecoverycenter.org/
http://latahrecoverycenter.org/
http://http/www.amazon.com/dp/193720300X
http://http/www.amazon.com/dp/193720300X
https://www.radio4all.net/index.php/series/View+from+Planet+Nancy


 
 
 

Ron McFarland 
 
In July 2017 Ron McFarland hung up his cleats (he 
played soccer for the University of Idaho club team for 
23 years) after 50+ years teaching at the college level, 
47 of them at UI. He is author or editor of more than 30 
books ranging in nature from booklets on Northwest 
writers including Norman Maclean and Tess Gallagher 
and a critical study of Blackfeet novelist James Welch to 
Idaho’s Poetry: A Centennial Anthology (1988), edited 
with his friend and fellow poet William Studebaker, and 
most recently Professor McFarland in Reel Time: Prose 
& Poems of an Angler (2020). Of the latter volume, 
McFarland promises absolutely no useful angling 
advice. Among his personal favorites among his 
published books, he lists The Rockies in First Person 

(2008), Appropriating Hemingway (2015), and a biography of Brevet Lieutenant Colonel E.J. 
Steptoe (1815-1865), Edward J. Steptoe and the Indian Wars (2016). His most recent full-length 
book of poems, Subtle Thieves, appeared in 2012. His critical study of prolific Chicanx writer 
Gary Soto will appear later this year (2021). His current project is a collection of short stories 
featuring the quirky English prof, T. Roland Wibbles. 

 

Russ Tremayne 

Russel M. Tremayne is a Professor Emeritus of History 
at the College of Southern Idaho. He earned his BA and 
MA from Boise State University and a PhD from the 
University of Washington and has been teaching and 
researching history for over 40 years. Dr. Tremayne 
received the College of Southern Idaho’s Outstanding 
Professor Award, the Phi Theta Kappa Distinguished 
Advisor Award, and the Idaho Library Association Book 
of the Year Award for his publication Surviving 
Minidoka. Russ is co-founder of Preservation Twin Falls 
and recently received the Esto Perpetua Award from 
the Idaho State Historical Society. 

 
 

 



Shelley McEuen  

Shelley McEuen is the Department Chair for Social 
Science and Communication at College of Southern 
Idaho in Twin Falls where she also teaches English. 

Shelley earned her PhD from Idaho State University 
where her work focused on the intersection 
between the urban wild and historical narratives 
still working to shape these spaces. 

An avid reader, gardener, and aspiring knitter, 
Shelley enjoys cycling with her husband and 
spending time with their daughter and two dogs, 
Dottie and Doug. 

She loves being a facilitator for Let's Talk About It 
because the discussions never disappoint, and it 
provides an opportunity to talk about books with 
fascinating people. 

 
Stephanie Cox 
 
Stephanie Cox has been living, writing, and 
teaching in Idaho for over twenty-five years. She 
was a contributing writer to Idaho Connections and 
to Black Canyon Quarterly. With her husband, Mike 
McKenna, she founded and edited Bookfriends, a 
monthly ‘zine of book reviews and author 
interviews.   
 
She teaches in the English department at Boise 
State University. Her areas of speciality and 
interest are creative nonfiction, the first-year 
experience, and literary translation. 
 
Steph loves nothing more than to talk about good 

books and freely admits that if it weren’t for physical books, her home would have no decor.  
 



 
Steven Hall 

Steven Hall received his PhD in English and the Teaching of 
English from Idaho State University in 2014. His research and 
dissertation explored themes related to agriculture and the 
natural environment found in contemporary literature. 
Currently Dr. Hall is a Clinical Assistant Professor for the Bengal 
Bridge program at ISU (a transitional academic program 
designed to increase college access and opportunity for 
recently graduated high school seniors) and teaches courses in 
academic skills as well as courses for the English Department 
and Honors program.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Susan Bailey 

Susan Bailey taught American literature, English 
literature and composition at the College of 
Southern Idaho as an adjunct for nine years. Adult 
students were in the majority although she also 
taught Wood River High School seniors in the dual 
credit program for three semesters, bringing to life 
the best in American literature written after the Civil 
War. Most of her professional life was spent writing 
news or arts stories for newspapers in Blaine County 
and Twin Falls, or in New Hampshire near Boston. As 
a writer, she won many awards and was nominated 
for the Pushcart Prize for her short story published 
in TriQuarterly. She spent seven years as news 
director for a radio station and wrote the weekly 
humor column "Bailey's Bailiwick" for an equal 

amount of time. She holds Master's degrees in Creative Writing and English literature from the 
University of New Hampshire and Syracuse University and has recently retired to write a novel 
under the inspiration of her former teacher, Tobias Wolff. 



 

Thomas Hillard 

Tom J. Hillard is a Professor of English at Boise 
State University, where he teaches courses on 
early American literature, environmental 
literary studies, and Gothic literature. His recent 
publications include work on Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Edgar Allan Poe, and Charles Brockden 
Brown, as well as essays in the volumes Ecogothic 
in Nineteenth-century American 
Literature (Routledge, 2018) 
and EcoGothic (Manchester University Press, 
2013). He co-edited (with Amy T. Hamilton) the 
book Before the West Was West: Critical Essays on 
Pre-1800 Literature of the American 
Frontiers (University of Nebraska Press, 2014). 
From 2011-2018, he served as Book Review Editor 
for the Oxford University Press journal ISLE: 

Interdisciplinary Studies in Literature and Environment. He is currently working on a several 
textual editing projects related to some “lost” early nineteenth-century American Gothic 
novels. 

 

Thomas Klein  

Thomas Klein grew up in Ohio and moved to Idaho in 2000 
to teach in the English department at Idaho State 
University.  He received his Ph.D. in 1998 from the University of 
Toronto; his specialty is Old English and medieval literature, but 
he teaches a range of courses from Introduction to Literature to 
Medieval Visionaries. Outside of teaching, his passions are trail 
running, camping, and being outdoors.  He and his wife Lucinda, 
a champion knitter, live in the Old Town neighborhood of 
Pocatello. 

 

 


