
Explora Secondary: Explora is a user
interface that allows users to search
multiple databases at once. Explora
Secondary was designed specifically for high
school students and includes popular
research databases such as Academic
Search Premier, MasterFILE Premier, and
more. You can access Explora (primary,
secondary, public, etc.) on LiLi.org and
LiLISchools.org.
 

Welcome back to another school year! As you start welcoming students
back into your classrooms, it’s the perfect time to refresh your memory
and explore the free online resources available to you and your students
through the Idaho Commission for Libraries. 

Libraries Linking Idaho (LiLI) is a curated collection of research databases
from Gale Cengage, EBSCO, and World Book. While the most popular way
to access these databases is through the original LiLI.org website, the
student-friendly version can be found at LiLISchools.org. The LiLI for
Schools website is easier for students to navigate and find the information
they need. They begin by choosing their grade range (K-4, 5-8, or 9-12),
selecting a topic from the top search bar, and choosing a database from
that topic box. If you’re familiar with the LiLI for Schools website, you
won’t see many changes this school year. The most significant change is
that access to Chilton Library will end on September 30, 2025. Popular
research databases such as Academic Search Premier will still be readily
accessible through the Explora or EBSCOhost interfaces. Many school
districts have IP authentication set up for on-campus database access;
however, all databases can be accessed with an accurate Idaho zip code
and city combination.

In addition to research databases, the Idaho Commission for Libraries
offers a collection of popular K-12 e-book and audiobook titles on the
Sora (OverDrive) platform. School districts that wish to access the
collection must have a Sora by OverDrive account set up. Once the district
has Sora access, students and educators can add the IDEA by ICfL
collection to their personal Sora app accounts.  This collection boasts over
20,000 copies of classic, popular, and educational titles for early readers
through high school students, including nearly 8,000 audiobook copies
and 850 titles in Spanish. You can preview the collection at
idea.overdrive.com.

Hopefully, you and your students find the above resources useful
throughout the school year, both in and out of the classroom. Now let the
2025-2026 school year begin! 
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Balance is Everything
EBooks vs. Print: What Parents Need to Know
This article from Scholastic describes the
situations in which each format can work best.
https://www.https://www.cslpreads.org/about/

Databases vs. Search Engines
Both are useful, but what is the best use for each.
Check out this LibGuide from Bethel College
Library for the best use for each.
https://bethelks.libguides.com/c.php?g=11565&p=61196

Benefits of Audiobooks for All Readers
Audiobooks are great for more than language
learners and reluctant readers. This article from
Reading Rockets makes the case they can benefit
any reader.
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/educational-
technology/articles/benefits-audiobooks-all-readers

Human Beings will always seek out new stories and ideas
and we should celebrate the fact that there are now so

many ways to access them. 
- Jennifer Howard

https://libraries.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/LHF-Sep-25-Practical-Applications-Back-to-School-2.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/reading-resources/developing-reading-skills/e-books-vs-print-what-parents-need-to-know.html
https://bethelks.libguides.com/c.php?g=11565&p=61196
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Here is our school library information for this month.
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Use these graphics, or use your favorites. Adjust the size to suit your
needs.

“Low Hanging Fruit” is available through school libraries and made possible with support from the
Idaho Commission for Libraries. For previous editions, go to:

https://libraries.idaho.gov/lowhangingfruit.

This might be stuff about events in the library this
month or the library schedule.

Maybe this section highlights some new titles in the
library.


