
Welcome             By Jennifer Redford  

“The Scoop” is supposed to be a collection of “fun, inspiring and 
innovative ideas for library youth services,” but right now it’s hard 
to have fun. It’s devastating to watch library after library close its 
doors and figure out how to serve the community while keeping 
staff members safe. It’s overwhelming to receive email after 
email of pandemic-related information, virtual program ideas, 
webinars and more. And now you have to work from home. And 
maybe do a streaming storytime? 
 
Many of you are being asked to stretch your capabilities and 
figure out how to provide high levels of service to your 
communities with little to no resources. And stay six feet apart. 
So much of the next few weeks (or months?!) is uncertain – you 
may not know when your libraries will reopen, if school will start 
again in your community, or if you will be able to do a summer 
reading program. 
 
As you try to figure out what youth services looks like during a 
pandemic, I encourage all of you to reach out to each other and 
stay connected with your Idaho library community. Follow each 
other on social media. Send emails to folks you met at the last ILA 
conference. Join us for weekly virtual chats. Even though we are 
isolated, none of us is alone. And if you just need to hear a real 
voice, email a member of your ICfL Youth Services team, and we’ll 
set up a Zoom so you can chat with one of us.  
 
Stay safe, be well, and wash your hands. 

Library to library 

Idaho Libraries Stream Storytime 

Amidst all the confusion of the past week, several Idaho libraries 

have managed to produce storytimes on their social media 
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channels. The Moscow branch of Latah County Library is doing Digital 

Baby Time, featuring Miss Stacie’s baby (soooo cute!), a weekly virtual 

preschool storytime, and is also hosting a digital book club called 

Watcha Reading Wednesday. The Twin Falls library is doing Short 

Storytime that includes links to great resources for families and Miss 

Kasi singing the weekly storytime song for her regular audience (she’s 

so brave!). The Donnelly library tapped into its community resources 

and asked past Idaho pageant winners to read during a daily streaming 

Queen storytime. 

Are you interested in hosting a virtual storytime, but don’t know where 

to start? Here are some resources to get you started: 

• Learn about copyright and fair use during exigent circumstances (like a pandemic) 

• You can watch this webinar on virtual storytimes from Amigos 

• Read this blog post about how to keep online storytimes 

engaging 

More resources for hosting your own virtual storytimes or directing 

your patrons to celebrity online storytimes can be found on the 

“Streaming Storytimes” tab of the Idaho Libraries YS COVID-19 

Resources spreadsheet. Have a resource to add? The spreadsheet is 

available for anyone to edit. 

Check out ICfL’s COVID-19 Resources page for a recording of this 

week’s statewide Zoom chat on the topic of Streaming Storytimes, along with notes:  

https://libraries.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/YS-Streaming-Storytime-Chat.pdf 

CDA’s Move to Host Teen Programming Online During COVID  

On March 12, because of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Coeur d’Alene (Idaho) Public Library (CDAPL) canceled 

its in-house programming. By March 13, Young Adult Coordinator Angela Flock and Youth Services Coordinator 

Mandi Harris had a plan for moving some of that programming online. 

Why the urgency? “Sure, we want to increase literacy and provide fun events,” says Flock. “But I was more 

concerned about my teens’ mental health. Social interaction is super important for a teen’s development. 

Also, for some of them, the library is a safe place away from the issues that they may be having at home. I 

wanted to continue giving them as much of that experience as possible.” 

Continue Reading 

Queen Storytime at Donnelly Public Library 

https://kylecourtney.com/2020/03/11/covid-19-copyright-library-superpowers-part-i/
https://www.amigos.org/node/6125
https://storiesbyhand.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12eRT9BH-5BZ-SJs-Rp1WpCUnfeddFzyhTvT4WM4R06w/edit#gid=369625650
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12eRT9BH-5BZ-SJs-Rp1WpCUnfeddFzyhTvT4WM4R06w/edit#gid=369625650
https://libraries.idaho.gov/covid-info/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/YS-Streaming-Storytime-Chat.pdf
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/blogs/the-scoop/moving-programming-online/


The Scoop Newsletter 3 

 

Tweens & Teens 

Learning Environments 

Part of a Year-Long Series on YALSA’s Teen Services Competencies  
 
Over the past few months, we have begun to dive into the ten areas of YALSA’s Teen Services Competencies 
for Library Staff. In February, we looked at Teen Growth & Development, and last month we considered 
Interactions with Teens. This month, our focus is on Learning Environments. 
 
The library plays a unique role in a teen’s life. It is a space where tweens and teens can learn how to interact 
with each other and their community, develop social skills, and engage in formal and informal learning 
opportunities. Libraries provide space for youth to take risks and try out new things in a low-stakes 
environment. Successful library learning environments encourage teen input, ensure equitable access to 
materials and space, and offer chances for collaboration. A 23-page report titled Learning Labs in Libraries and 
Museums: Transformative Spaces for Teens offers a glimpse at how libraries can use their space to foster teen 
learning and skill building. YALSA’s Teen Space Guidelines may also be helpful if you are looking at revamping 
your Teen Space.  
 
If you are considering making changes to the teen space in your library (or if you don’t have a teen space and 
want to create one), here are some questions that may help guide your thinking: 

• How will the space support both formal and informal learning activities and collaboration? 

• Does the space reflect the diverse needs, interests, culture, learning styles, and abilities of teens in 
your community? 

• Do teens have the opportunity to contribute to the design of the space? 

• How can the space foster equity and inclusion? 
As you are thinking about these questions, you may be interested in ways that you can designate your teen 
section as a safe space. You can order a free digital copy of GLSEN’s Safe Space kit for guidance on how to act 
as an ally to LGBTQ+ youth and promote inclusion.  
 
Creating and equitable and engaging learning environment is only one piece of encouraging learning and 
development for tweens and teens. Next month, we will explore ways to create impactful Learning 
Experiences for youth at the library. 

Teen Services Underground  

Do you know about Teen Services 

Underground? It’s a great resource for 

library staff serving teens and tweens, 

written by actual teen librarians. They are 

on hiatus for a few weeks due to the 

pandemic, but it’s definitely worth looking 

through past posts and bookmarking for the future: https://www.teenservicesunderground.com/ 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/YALSA_TeenCompetencies_web_Final.pdf
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/YALSA_TeenCompetencies_web_Final.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/LearningLabsReport.pdf
https://www.imls.gov/assets/1/AssetManager/LearningLabsReport.pdf
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/guidelines/teenspaces
https://shop.glsen.org/products/safe-space-kits-2nd-edition?variant=29826457632865
https://www.teenservicesunderground.com/


The Scoop Newsletter 4 

 
 

Kindergarten Ready corner 

Jump Start Kindergarten COVID-19 Update 

In response to the Governor’s Stay-at-Home Order, ICfL staff are now working from home and we are unable 

to mail shipments of requested Jump Start Kindergarten books at this time. In addition, many of you will be in 

limbo regarding your Jump Start events at local schools. I suggest you hold onto your JS books and handouts 

and see how things play out. If there is a good opportunity in your community to reach the children and 

families targeted by the JS program and you want to use your books for a distribution to these community 

members, feel free to make that decision. Please contact Youth Services Project Coordinator, Kristina Taylor, 

by email if you have any questions. 

DayByDayID.org 

Just a reminder to promote this free resource to families with preschool children. Each day is a virtual 

storytime, with songs, rhymes, fingerplays, activities, and crafts. Also included is our new Tumblebooks of the 

Day, in which families can access for free one picture book, one nonfiction book, one book in Spanish, and one 

game. We’ve also added a link to LiLI.org, where for a limited time only, Idaho residents can access the 

complete Tumblebooks library at no cost. 

My First Books Applications for 2020 – 2021 

In light of the governor’s stay-at-home order, those applying for My First Books may not be able to get 

Community Partner Information Forms signed. We will still require all applications to be submitted by April 

20; however, Community Partner Information forms can be submitted until June 1.   

 

School zone 

Gates Foundation and DonorsChoose Partner to Support Learning  

The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and DonorsChoose.org have stepped up to support learning during the 

COVID-19 outbreak. They are partnering to provide $1,000 in funding to as many teachers as possible at 

schools where the majority of the students receive free or reduced lunch. Click the Learn More link to get 

information on the program and check back often to learn how teachers can apply to receive support from 

this program. 

mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
http://daybydayid.org/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/my-first-books/
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School Library Access Mini-Grants 

2019-2020 Final Reports: Due to school closures and the Governor’s stay-at-home order, the Final Report 

deadline has been extended indefinitely. Please submit the final report for this grant program when you are 

able. The reports for both Rounds 1 and 2 are ready when you are under Reports and Documents. 

Note: if you still have grant funds to spend, please contact Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov. 

2020-2021 Mini-Grant Applications: There is still time to apply for Round 1 and Round 2 Mini-Grants! 

The application deadline is April 15; however, if you need a little extra time to complete and submit the 
application, contact Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov. We will come up with a solution together. 

Bucks for Books 

The end of the Buck for Books program year is coming up, and the Final Report is available at 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/bucks-for-books/ under Documents and Reports. Please complete 

the report and submit it when you are able. 

We are looking forward to working with the Idaho Lottery Commission on the 2020-2021 Bucks for Books 

program this fall!  Watch for more information in the September edition of The Scoop! 

Note: all grant application and reporting deadlines are very flexible this spring. Please contact us with 

questions or concerns – we will work together to find a workable solution. 

Idaho Battle of the Books 

Thank you to all the Battle of the Books teams and coaches who worked hard to 

prepare for the 2019-2020 season regional tournaments. Although keeping 

participants and their families safe and well is the first priority, cancelling the 

elementary and middle school regional tournaments was an extremely sad and 

disappointing turn of events for everyone. If/when school buildings reopen, some 

coaches are planning at least one battle with a team outside their own school districts 

via video conferencing tools. Want to participate? Contact Idaho Battle of the Books at 

idahobattleofthebooks@gmail.com for more information. 

Perhaps IBOB students would like to spend some of their time at home making a start 

on next year’s selections. Check out the 2020-2021 IBOB season titles for middle 

school/jr high and elementary programs! 

 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/elementary-school-grants/
mailto:Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/bucks-for-books/
mailto:idahobattleofthebooks@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/eyXqc_eo4NM
https://youtu.be/eyXqc_eo4NM
https://youtu.be/8Zr6_Iob3rA
https://help.donorschoose.org/hc/en-us/articles/360044724094
http://idahobattleofthebooks.org/
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Summer Summit 2020 

Planning for Summer Summit 2020 is continuing with an eye on recommendations from the CDC, Governor 

Little, and the White House. If all recommendations and timelines remain the same, registration will open in 

the next few weeks. Watch the ICfL website, LibIdaho, and the School Libraries Facebook page, and the May 

edition of The Scoop for updates throughout April. 

April’s Nonfiction Book of the Month:  

All the Way to the Top: How One Girl’s Fight for Americans with Disabilities Changed 

Everything by Annette Bay Pimentel. 

Continue Reading 

 

 

No Foolin’: April is School Library Month! 

Read all about it in Low Hanging Fruit. 

Continue Reading 

Upcoming Events 

Big Library Read: Funny, You Don’t Look Autistic 

Big Library Read connects readers around the world with the same book at 

the same time without any waitlists or holds. Participating in this event 

allows your library to offer a new simultaneous use title for community-wide 

access from your library at no cost. It’s a worldwide digital version of a local 

book club, and an opportunity for your library to generate more interest in 

your digital collection beyond the bestsellers. Thousands of libraries have 

already enjoyed great success engaging thousands of new and current users 

with Big Library Read.  

The program’s current title is Funny, You Don’t Look Autistic: A Comedian's 

Guide to Life on the Spectrum by Michael McCreary. According to the Big Library Read website: 

 

“Like many others on the autism spectrum, 20-something stand-up comic Michael McCreary has been told by 

more than a few well-meaning folks that he doesn’t “look” autistic. But, as he’s quick to point out in this 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
https://biglibraryread.com/
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memoir, autism “looks” different for just about everyone with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD).” (Note: this 

book contains mature content.) 

The program for the current title of the Big Library Read runs from March 23 - April 13. The program website 

offers many resources including: 

• A letter from the author 

• A discussion guide 

• An excerpt from the book 

• Access to the ebook and audiobook 

• Marketing materials for library use 

• Join the online book discussion  

• Ways to be involved through social media 

• A chance to win a Galaxy tablet 

 

April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Even if your library is closed, you can still raise awareness about Child Abuse Prevention Month. Experts 

believe that stay-at-home orders will lead to an increase in abuse among children, and some states have seen 

a surge in calls to abuse hotlines in recent weeks. Check out ICfL’s Strengthening Families page for resources 

to share with families on social media and in your library’s electronic communication. There are also storytime 

plans that you may want to use if you are doing virtual storytimes at your library. 

Also, due to the current Coronavirus Pandemic, and the recent stay-at-home order, ICfL will not be able to ship 

the pinwheels your library has requested for Child Abuse Prevention Month.  We plan to continue our services 

in the future, but for now we are on hold.   

Want to learn more about Child Abuse Prevention Month and what you can do to strengthen families? Our 

partners at Idaho Children’s Trust Fund and Prevent Child Abuse Idaho have resources to help: 

https://www.idahochildrenstrustfund.org/. 

Tips and tools 

Free and Reduced Internet Options for Idaho Families 

Today, more than ever, children and families need access to the internet from home to access educational 

opportunities. Encouraged by the FCC, many internet companies are offering further reduced or free internet 

services to low-income families. The Idaho State Department of Education has compiled an exhaustive list of 

internet options for all areas of our state. Please share with those who may benefit from these services:  

https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/resources-for-schools/  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/experts-fear-child-abuse-will-increase-coronavirus-isolation-n1170811
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/read-to-me-resources/libraries-strengthen-families/
https://www.idahochildrenstrustfund.org/
https://coronavirus.idaho.gov/resources-for-schools/
https://biglibraryread.com/current-title/
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(scroll down to “Technology Services” button and see the last bullet point on the list) 

Host an Online Screening of “Screenagers” 

For this spring only, you can sign up to host an online viewing of the movie “Screenagers” and its sequel in 

your community. From the “Screenagers” website: 

The vast majority of in-person events this spring has been postponed while our world responds to the current 

public health situation. We are now providing a way for people to host community online screening and 

discussion events instead of in-person events while social distancing is place. We have the technology to make 

this possible, so we can continue these important conversations about managing screen time and supporting 

teen well-being and stress resilience. Please contact us for details about hosting an online screening and 

discussion this spring. Fill out this form for more information. If you want to receive information about online 

events that you can attend, fill out this form and we will be in touch soon. 

New Resource from the Idaho STEM Action Center 

Check out STEM at Home, the newest resource from Idaho STEM Action Center. It’s full of useful STEM 

activities that families can do from home. 

 

Working from Home 101 

Do you find yourself suddenly telecommuting? Need some tips on how to make it work? Check out this 

newsletter from Development Without Limits, an organization that provides professional development 

opportunities for out-of-school program providers where everyone works remotely. 

Free Tumblebooks™ Subscription for Libraries  

TumbleBooks™ is inviting all Idaho public libraries to access a free subscription until at least August 31.  

TumbleBooks’ databases feature unlimited access from home. Your 

patrons can read as many books as they want, when they want, and on 

any device. There are no check-outs, holds, or downloads. Books are 

available instantly. 

ICfL has included this subscription on www.LiLI.org; however, we 

encourage you to upload these links to your library website. 

Click HERE to download some icons and banners for your site. 

TumbleBookLibrary - K-6 children's ebook database 

Direct 

Link: https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial 

Username: idtumbles 

https://www.screenagersmovie.com/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc78Z0UVF6JUM46PolXKJEUVYx9W-1pXziJErgSHePEsDZTKA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfQVdCjcXBBCOWeoe0Hg9UoaK6jbKerBASR3Z2mdPOFPwpQyw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?e=120443d412&u=0284a595ba86fb511f3a761a3&id=db612de8e6
https://us1.campaign-archive.com/?e=120443d412&u=0284a595ba86fb511f3a761a3&id=db612de8e6
http://www.tumblebookslibrary.com/
http://www.lili.org/
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/downloads/tumbleicons.zip
https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial
https://resources.stem.idaho.gov/
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Password: trial 

TumbleMath - K-6 math ebook database 

Direct Link: https://www.tumblemath.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial 

Username: idtumbles 

Password: trial 

TeenBookCloud - gr 7-12 ebook database 

Direct Link: https://www.teenbookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial 

Username: idtumbles 

Password: trial 

AudioBookCloud - all ages audio book database 

Direct Link: https://www.audiobookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial 

Username: idtumbles 

Password: trial 

*RomanceBookCloud - a huge collection of steamy Romance novels for the older crowd! 

Direct Link: https://www.romancebookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial 

Username: idtumbles 

Password: trial 

*Not included on www.LiLI.org.  

Message from children’s musician Jim Gill 

THANKS to everyone for the work you are doing to keep connected 

to the families you work with and keep young children engaged - 

singing, playing, reading and learning!   

EVERYONE is welcome to use my songs and books as part of their 

outreach programming during this time via video streaming, videos, 

etc. No special permission required. Folks are also welcomed to 

share links to my videos, etc. And feel free to let families know that 

they can stream my music on any of the streaming services (like 

YouTube music, Spotify, Pandora, etc). I am glad that there is a way for children and families to hear my songs 

and play games like "Jumping and Counting" and my "Silly Dance Contest" at home!   

Additional resources from Jim:  

• A read-along and sing-along of his book A Soup Opera 

• An interactive experience that will involve reading, singing, playing and writing, based on his other 

book, May There Always Be Sunshine. Connect with Jim via his YouTube channel or Facebook to find 

out when this will be available.   

• See more at https://jimgill.com/  

https://www.tumblemath.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial
https://www.teenbookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial
https://www.audiobookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial
https://www.romancebookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?U=idtumbles&P=trial
http://www.lili.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=COVBHbiMl90
https://www.facebook.com/jimgillmusicplay/
https://jimgill.com/


The Scoop Newsletter 10 

 

Grant Opportunities 

Idaho Community Foundation COVID-19 Response Fund – Available Now 

The Idaho Community Foundation, United Ways in Idaho and Idaho Nonprofit Center have established a 

statewide COVID-19 Response Fund for Idaho. Donations made to this central resource will be distributed 

through an online grant process on a rolling basis as funds are available. Statewide and Regional grant review 

groups will consider and guide the grant process. The online grant portal is available now.  

The purpose of this fund is to assist low-income Idahoans impacted by COVID-19 to remain financially stable 

by supporting immediate human needs not covered by government programs, assistance or other traditional 

relief programs. Please note, at this time grants are being accepted from human service program providers 

only. Grants to individuals will not be accepted.  Priority will be given to communities and programs serving 

populations disproportionately impacted by COVID-19 in Idaho. Immediate priorities include services focusing 

on housing stability, economic stability, food insecurity and childcare. 

While libraries may not fit the eligibility criteria for the first round of grants, chances are you know an 

organization in your community that does. Let’s pay it forward and make sure everyone knows about this 

opportunity. Libraries may find they fit the criteria for future rounds of the grant, so keep an eye on this fund.  

 

summer reading news 

A Few Announcements from Staci 

Hi, folks—it’s hard to think about summer reading right now. Things are so uncertain, and information changes 

daily. Toward the end of April, when we know more about school closures and stay-at-home orders, let’s plan 

to do a Zoom meeting and talk about whether summer reading programs need to be re-designed. The chat 

will be held on Thursday, April 23, at 2:00 p.m. Mountain, 1:00 p.m. Pacific. Here’s the link: 

https://zoom.us/j/2086394178. Meanwhile, here are a couple of announcements: 

CSLP Posters 
The posters are in, but with so many libraries currently closed, we have suspended shipping for the time being. 

We’ll get those out once libraries begin reopening. 

State Parks Passes and Outreach Materials 
You may still order Youth Explorer Passes and apply for Outreach to Underserved Children; however, we will 

not ship materials until libraries reopen. All summer reading information and applications are at 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/summer-reading/.  

https://zoom.us/j/2086394178
https://libraries.idaho.gov/summer-reading/
https://www.unitedwaytv.org/covid-19-response-and-recovery-fund-idaho
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Featured: Covid-19 and Idaho Libraries 

Resources You Can Use 

Confused about all the information you are getting related to COVID-19, working from home, running the 

library from home, doing streaming storytimes, etc.? Check out ICfL’s new COVID-19 Resources for Libraries 

page, where we attempt to organize and curate need-to-know information related to the pandemic for Idaho 

Libraries. Highlights include: 

• Working Safely 

• Building Your Skills Online, including this LibGuide on CE resources that you can access for free from 

home 

• COVID-19 Resources for Libraries 

• A list of closed Idaho Libraries 

• A Virtual Library Events Calendar, with a link to add your virtual events from your library 

CE news you can use 

Free virtual Middle Grade Book Conference from Vermont 

The Vermont Department of Libraries is excited to offer a FREE virtual Dorothy’s List* conference for 

educators (and library staff) that celebrates Vermont’s middle-grade book award! The conference will be held 

on Friday, April 10 from 10:00am-2:00pm. 

For a detailed agenda, visit: https://libraries.vermont.gov/DLCon2020. Although the conference is free, 

registration is required at the link above. 

Please note that though this conference is intended for educators, Susan Hood’s presentation will be 

applicable to anyone working with middle-grade student readers. 

*Dorothy’s List is Vermont’s middle-grade book award. 

From Your CE Consultant, Annie Gaines 

If you have a bit more time than usual for continuing education or professional development, we at the ICfL 

have curated a guide of CE resources for you: https://guides.lili.org/CEforCOVID19. This guide is updated 

weekly with the latest CE resources available for free. Some archived webinars will ask you to create a free 

account with Web Junction. Also, don’t miss this guide of self-care resources we’re regularly 

updating:  https://guides.lili.org/CEforCOVID19/self-care  

Did you know the ICfL will cover the cost of online continuing education courses or webinars through 

InfoPeople, Library Juice, and Amigos? It’s true! If there’s an online course or webinar from these providers 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/covid-info/
https://guides.lili.org/CEforCOVID19
https://libraries.vermont.gov/DLCon2020
https://libraries.vermont.gov/services/children_and_teens/book_awards/dcf
https://guides.lili.org/CEforCOVID19
https://guides.lili.org/CEforCOVID19/self-care
https://infopeople.org/training
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/courses.php
https://www.amigos.org/continuing_education
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you’d like to take, you can apply for funding by completing the corresponding Course Access Request Form 

accessible from this page: https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/. 

To qualify for future CE funds for online learning, students must complete the follow-up survey.  

Below are a few upcoming online courses that you might be able to squeeze into your very busy schedule! 

Cultural Humility in Public Libraries: Colleagues & Customers (InfoPeople) | April 21 – May 4, 2020 

• Details & course overview: https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?id=896&reset=1 

• Course access request form (InfoPeople): https://form.jotform.com/icfl/course-access-request-

infopeople  

Are you curious about the term cultural humility? At its root, cultural humility requires one to acknowledge 

inequality and take action. This online course will introduce the concept of cultural humility as a professional 

tool in the library. We will focus on your role as colleague and as a professional and will link the concepts of 

cultural humility to librarianship. We will explore personal identity and culture. We will also examine how 

culture and identity translate to a deliberate practice of cultural humility in the workplace. 

By the end of the course you will be able to: 

• Define cultural humility and cultural competence 

• Name three ways to implement cultural humility in your interactions with colleagues 

• Name three ways to implement cultural humility in your interactions with clients or patrons 

• Write an action plan to adopt cultural humility as a colleague 

• Create an identity collage to examine your identity and reflect on how cultural identity shapes 

worldviews 

• Identify one short-term goal and one long-term goal for your practice of cultural humility with 

colleagues and patrons 

Foundations of Early Literacy: Using Your Knowledge to Enrich Library Experiences for Young Children and 

Their Families (Library Juice Academy) | May 4-31, 2020 

• Details & course overview: https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/166-foundations-early-literacy.php 

• Course access request form (Library Juice Academy): https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968  

No matter what your position in the library, it is important to understand early literacy and ways to support 

families to help all children enter school ready to learn to read. Both using and expanding on the early literacy 

information in the Every Child Ready to Read® initiative (from ALA’s Public Library Association and the 

Association for Library Service to Children), you will become familiar with the early literacy skills (phonological 

awareness, print awareness, letter knowledge, vocabulary, and background knowledge) and practices (talking, 

singing, reading, writing, and playing). Building on this knowledge, we will explore ways to apply them to your 

work, including ways to make library environments supportive of staff sharing early literacy information and 

activities with parents and caregivers. 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/
https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?id=896&reset=1
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/course-access-request-infopeople
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/course-access-request-infopeople
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/166-foundations-early-literacy.php
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
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Diversity in Action 

Diversity Audits of YA Collections 

For those library staff who are working from home and still have access to your catalog, you may consider 

taking this time to conduct a Diversity and Inclusion Audit of a portion of your YA Collection.  

What is a diversity audit?  

“A diversity audit is basically doing an inventory of a collection to determine the amount of diversity within the 

collection. It’s a way of analyzing collection data to make sure that we include a wide variety of points of view, 

experiences and representations within a collection. Our goal is to provide a well-balanced collection that can 

be both a mirror (reflect a reader’s experience) and a window (so readers can experience different 

experiences and points of view). (See We Need Diverse Books’ FAQ) 

There are several existing resources to aid you in your audit. Consider:  

• “Diversity Considerations in YA: Doing a Diversity Audit” (see pages 2-8 in particular): 
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/files/2017/11/Diversity-Audit-Outline-2017-with-Sources.pdf 

• “Library Collection Shelf Audit for Diversity and Inclusion” by Julie Stivers: 
http://ready.web.unc.edu/files/2019/01/Library-Collection-Shelf-Audit-for-Diversity-Inclusion.pdf 

• "Genrefying Your Collection Without Changing Call #'s" Guide by Library Girl: 
https://www.librarygirl.net/post/genrefying-your-collection-without-changing-call-numbers (another 
strategy for promoting diversity and inclusion by increasing browsability and discoverability of books 
by children) 

Awareness Matters 

Do you know someone who has followed every guideline on teaching their child to read, only to find by 
kindergarten that their child is just not getting it? Did you know the International Dyslexia Association suggests 
that as many as 15 to 20 percent of the population presents some symptoms of dyslexia? Familiarizing 
yourself with the issue may give you an opportunity to help a struggling child. Here are some resources:   

• International Dyslexia Association 

• How to Recognize Dyslexia Symptoms by Age 

• Reading Rockets: Common Signs of Dyslexia 

• Dyslexia Resource Kit 

• Library to Library 

• Young Adult Corner 

• School  Zone 

• Upcoming Events 

• Tips and Tools 

• Summer Reading News 

• Feature: A closer look at pioneer 

community center storytimes 

• CE News You Can Use 

• Multicultural Connection 

• Know the Number 

• STEM is Everywhere 

  

 

 

https://diversebooks.org/faq/
http://www.teenlibrariantoolbox.com/files/2017/11/Diversity-Audit-Outline-2017-with-Sources.pdf
http://ready.web.unc.edu/files/2019/01/Library-Collection-Shelf-Audit-for-Diversity-Inclusion.pdf
https://www.librarygirl.net/post/genrefying-your-collection-without-changing-call-numbers
https://mld.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9e869527d24ee3d18afba943&id=9bd1dc19fe&e=6f267799c5
https://mld.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9e869527d24ee3d18afba943&id=3cf1f14611&e=6f267799c5
https://mld.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9e869527d24ee3d18afba943&id=1bd0978300&e=6f267799c5
https://mld.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9e869527d24ee3d18afba943&id=d565dd71c4&e=6f267799c5
https://mld.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a9e869527d24ee3d18afba943&id=034bc826d2&e=6f267799c5
file:///C:/Users/staci.shaw/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HIX24P0Y/libraries.idaho.gov
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STEaM 

Dimensions of Success – Space 

Each month, we are taking time to explore the Dimensions of Success (DoS) Observation Tool, which contains 

a rubric for evaluating the success of STEAM programs in an out-of-school setting – like your library! This 

month, our focus is on Space. 

Libraries and other out-of-school programs provide a place for youth to engage in informal learning. The space 

where you hold programs in your library can impact learning. Here are some things to think about when you 

are setting up your program: 

• Is the space conducive to informal STEAM learning? Can youth explore the materials and work with 

each other? Are chairs and tables (if used) set up in a way that encourages collaboration, asking 

questions, and conversation?  

• Is the space appropriate for all aspects of the STEAM activity? If the STEAM project is messy, can 

participants make a mess? If you are observing something in nature, can participants go outside? 

• Are there any distractions that could divert youth’s attention or detract from their experience during a 

STEAM activity? This doesn’t necessarily mean that your program should be completely cut off from 

the rest of the library (because, let’s face it, for many of your libraries that isn’t really an option), but it 

does mean that kids aren’t distracted by the other things going on in your library while they are 

participating in your program.  

Many of you have learned to work around the challenges of your space. To help your programs be more 

successful, think about ways that you can arrange seating or materials to encourage collaboration and co-

learning. Next month, we’ll continue our exploration of DoS by taking a closer look at youth participation in 

STEAM programs. 

Summer STEM COVID-19 Update 

Due to the uncertainty in planning library programs for the 

upcoming months during the coronavirus pandemic, ICfL can 

offer flexibility to 2020 Summer STEM grant recipients in the 

following ways: 

• Summer STEM programming may take place 

between May 1 and September 30 (previously May 1 

– August 31). 

• Summer STEM summary reports will be due on 

October 15, 2020 (previously September 15). 

• For this summer only, the term “outreach” includes virtual events on your library’s website or social 

media channels. 

https://www.thepearinstitute.org/dos-observation-tool
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• The goal of this grant is for libraries to encourage STEM learning during out-of-school time. In that 

spirit, here are some ideas on how you can use your grant funds if you are unable to plan an in-person 

program this summer: 

o Create a series of short videos on STEM projects that families can do at home 

o Assemble STEM kits to be distributed at food pantries or other places in your community, 

following safety and sanitation recommendations 

o Offer a virtual STEM classroom for children in your community 

o Mail STEM kits, books, and experiment ideas to families 

o Challenge kids to record their own at-home STEM activities and post them to your library’s 

social media  

o Create a STEM challenge that families can complete at home; send them a prize for proof of 

accomplishing the challenge 

ICfL is planning on sending Summer STEM books and materials out to participating libraries before May 1. If 

your library cannot receive shipments at this time or needs to make alternate arrangements to receive 

materials, please contact Tiffany Duke, tiffany.duke@libraries.idaho.gov. If you have questions about your 

grant or just want to chat, contact Jennifer Redford jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov.  

April Is Citizen Science Month 

Just because all your programs are cancelled doesn’t mean you can’t promote Citizen Science Month. It’s a 

great way for kids to get outside (while still social distancing) and engage in STEM activities.  

 

And don’t forget to check out Be Outside Idaho for some Idaho-specific outdoor ideas. 

Book look 

Goodnight Moon: The Classic That Was 

Banned From NYPL 

Are you a Margaret Wise Brown fan? If so (or if you have read 

Goodnight Moon so many times that you have it memorized), 

check out this article from Slate.com about how this classic 

book was banned from New York Public Library for years 

because one librarian didn’t like it. 

 

 

mailto:tiffany.duke@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
https://www.beoutsideidaho.gov/
https://slate.com/culture/2020/01/goodnight-moon-nypl-10-most-checked-out-books.html?sid=5388f13edd52b80112000bf5&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=traffic&utm_source=newsletter&utm_content=SlateParenting#x3D;section_recirc_recent
https://scistarter.org/citizensciencemonth
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Goodbye Tomie DePaola 

We were devastated to learn of the passing of beloved children’s author and 

illustrator Tomie DePaola earlier this week. Read about Tomie’s life and influence 

on children’s literature here and here. Tomie was the recipient of the Caldecott 

Medal, the John Newberry Medal, and the Children’s Literature Legacy Award, 

among others. He received a lifetime achievement award from the American Library 

Association in 2011. 

 

 

Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci, Kristina, Jeannie, 

or Jennifer and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries retains sole discretion with regard to the content of this newsletter, and reserves the right to edit, modify, or delete content. 

Advertising will not be accepted. Permission to reproduce information in this newsletter is granted to other nonprofit organizations, so long as credit is given to the 

author and source, except for items which are reprinted from other sources and are protected by copyright. The Idaho Commission for Libraries is not responsible for 

the contents of any linked sites or any link contained within a linked site.  

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribe and Unsubscribe 

Information: 
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and enter 

your email address to subscribe. If you would 

like to unsubscribe, simply click on the 

unsubscribe link in the bottom of the email. 

 Contact Information 
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho Commission 

for Libraries’ Read to Me Program. To 

contribute or provide suggestions, contact 

Staci, Kristina, Jeannie or Jennifer at 208-334-

2150 or 1-800-458-3271 

 

 

 

https://www.npr.org/2020/03/30/824244076/tomie-depaola-beloved-childrens-author-and-illustrator-has-died
https://apnews.com/ba8e9e8c133c5ef9dd75e46b28625572
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:tammy.hawleyhouse@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
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