Published monthly by Read to Me, a service of the Idaho Commission for Libraries

Vol. 16 No. 5
May 7, 2020

sections

Welcome

By Staci Shaw

• Library to Library
• Tweens & Teens
• Kindergarten Ready Corner
• School Zone
• Upcoming Events
• Tips and Tools
• Grant Opportunities
• Summer Reading News
• Featured: Summer Reading
• CE News You Can Use
• Diversity in Action

• STEAM is Everywhere
• Book Look

Dates & Deadlines
•

May 7, 1:00 pm MT:
Webinar: TraumaInformed Libraries Series:
ACE’s & Protective Factors

•

May 12, 1:00 pm MT:
Webinar: TraumaInformed Library Series:
Building Positive
Experiences

•

Summer Outreach to
Underserved Children:
Apply by June 15

Whether you’re streaming storytimes from your living room,
checking your email even though you’re furloughed, delivering
holds from the curb, working with meal programs to add
books to Grab ‘n Go meals, or generally trying to hold the
library together during this uncharted time, we hope you’re
taking care of yourselves. Know that we can only do what we
can do in our individual situations, and that the staff at the
ICfL is here to support you in whatever ways we can. Please do
reach out! https://libraries.idaho.gov/about/staff/
Also please be sure to frequent our COVID-19 resources page,
which is updated at least weekly:
https://libraries.idaho.gov/covid-info/
Stay healthy, safe, and no matter what, don’t cut your own
bangs.
Warmest wishes,
The ICfL staff
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Library to library
Celebrating School Librarians During Teacher Appreciation Week
The first week of May is set as Teacher Appreciation Week, and although school isn’t physically in session
in most places, we can certainly celebrate the dedication of school staff in other ways.
Betsy Thomas, Media Specialist at Kooser Elementary School in Lincoln, Nebraska, was featured Tuesday
morning on the “Today” show for her ingenuity and dedication to her students during the
pandemic. Watch it here but make sure to grab a tissue!
Thanks to all our devoted Idaho school librarians for all you do for Idaho kids and teens!

Ketchum Community Library Launched Digital COVID-19 Archive of Personal
Stories
From the “Idaho Mountain Express,” story by Chris Melville, April 10, 2020:
Recognizing the historical importance of these extraordinary days, The Jeanne Rodger Lane Center for
Regional History at the Community Library launched a new initiative, the Blaine County COVID-19 Story
Archive.

“We want all voices to be heard in this archive.”
Closed to the public, the library wanted to both connect with their patrons and record what life is like
during this historic time. They are collecting digital stories, photos, and sound recordings and are asking
everyone in the community to contribute. Regional history librarian Kelly Moulton says it’s important to
collect memories and chronicle daily life during the pandemic because it will serve as a digital archive for
future generations.

Read story…

Tweens & Teens
Learning Experiences
Part of a Year-Long Series on YALSA’s Teen Services Competencies
The fourth focus of YALSA’s Teen Services Competencies for Library Staff is on formal and informal
Learning Experiences or programming. Even though creating programs is only one of the 10
competencies, it’s probably the one where you spend most of your time. Successful teen programs
support teens’ interests and help them develop skills and community.
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One way to approach library programming for teens is to think about what you want the outcome of the
program to be. YALSA’s Teens First: Basic Learning Outcomes provides guidance on how you can be
more intentional in this aspect of teen programming. A companion document, Teen Programming
Guidelines, is an additional resource to help with planning programs that encourage learning, and this
Teen Programs How-To Kit from the Walker Art Center can also be helpful. Looking for a model of a
successful program that you can replicate? Check out YALSA’s Teen Programming HQ or these case
studies on Real-World examples of How Libraries are Re-Envisioning Teen Services. Also, Programming
HQ has recently added a LOT of resources for virtual programs for teens – check it out:
http://hq.yalsa.net/programs/index.html
Here is a list of additional resources that library staff can use to create impactful learning experiences for
tweens and teens:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

YALSA’s Teen Literacies Toolkit
Adolescent Literacies
Libraries Ready to Code
Maker & DIY Programs (YALSA Wiki)
Making + Learning in Museums & Libraries: A Practitioner’s Guide & Framework
Making in the Library Toolkit
STEAM Toolkit

Creating successful teen programming is hard work. Do you have a go-to resource for creating learning
experiences that support teens and their interests? Email your tips to Jennifer, and we may include them
in an upcoming edition of “The Scoop.” And don’t miss next month’s article on Youth Engagement and
Leadership.

Idaho Has a New Teen Services Listserv
The ICfL has launched a new listserv exclusively for tween/teen services. Over the past few years, many of
you expressed interest in getting more support for your programs and services for older kids and teens. It
is our hope that this listserv will help library staff in Idaho create a community dedicated to serving teens
and tweens. It will be a place to share program plans, ideas, professional development opportunities, and
ask questions. Also, if you are interested in attending YALSA Members-Only webinars for FREE, the
invitations will be sent through the listserv. You can subscribe on the Tweens & Teens page on the ICfL
website: https://libraries.idaho.gov/tweens-teens/

Online Professional Development from ION
Searching for innovative professional development opportunities? The Idaho Out-of-School Network
(ION) hosts a series of online classes and webinars that can help you improve your programs and services
for teens and tweens. Last year, ION also launched its Building Blocks for Quality Out-of-School Time.
This resource helps organizations offer high-quality, engaging experiences for school-age kids and teens
in their communities.
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Idaho Codes
From Idahocodes.org: Idaho Codes is a collaboration between the State of Idaho, Idaho Technology
Council, Idaho STEM Action Center, local businesses, and Code to Success that offers an online web
development program for Idaho students. By introducing computer science principles that can be learned
at home or in the classroom, students are prepared to work remotely with the skills to embrace
computing literacy.
Idaho Codes is an industry-lead initiative that provides equitable access to 7th-12th grade students in
rural, suburban, and urban communities. With COVID-19 and the changing landscape beyond, Idaho
Codes is unified with Governor Little’s office through the Idaho STEM Action Center to utilize coding as a
relevant skill for the challenges and opportunities of tomorrow. Idaho Codes is answering the urgent call
to prepare Idaho students for the digital economy.

Kindergarten Ready corner
Ready4K – Free for Schools & Webinar on Parent Messaging
Ready4K is an evidence-based family engagement curriculum delivered via text messages. The Ready4K
Core program is now free to early childhood education providers through the end of the school year.
Each week, parents and caregivers receive fun facts and easy tips on how to promote their children’s
development by building on existing family routines. Want to learn more about how the program works
and how to create effective parent messaging? Check out the Ready4K Webinar “Messages that
Motivate” that originally aired three weeks ago:

Idaho Public Television presents “Bright by Text” free texting program for
Idaho caregivers
Bright by Text is a free service offered in English and Spanish. Games and activities to help kids learn at
home are tailored to the age of the child and texted directly to caregivers for free two to four times a
week. Bright by Text offers expert tips about community resources, safety protocols, and at-home
activities to engage children.
“This gives us a greater opportunity to get our resources into the hands of parents who may not have the
internet or the ability to attend activities with their kids,” said Samantha Hill, IdahoPTV Family
Engagement Specialist. “Bright by Text is a creative way to reach out to families with very young learners
and help set children up for success from cradle to career.”
Parents, grandparents, and caregivers can sign up for this service by texting IDAHOFAMILY to 274448.
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Free At-Home Resources from Barefoot Books
Barefoot Books has created some unique athome activities for families to download for free.
These activities use simple materials you have at
home. In Pantry Play, kids can discover new
things about the food they eat. They also help
reinforce feelings of togetherness with
connected learning.

Free Virtual Parent Preschool Events from Lee Pesky
The Lee Pesky Learning Center has created free, interactive virtual Preschool Parent modules to help
preschool families navigate home learning during this unique time (also available in Spanish). Each
contains four sections; when parents complete all sections they are eligible to enter a drawing for a $50
gift card.
Please share this resource in whatever ways are appropriate (Facebook page, in storytimes, library
newsletter, etc.). https://www.lplearningcenter.org/lplc-launches-virtual-parent-events/

School zone
Summer Summit 2020 goes virtual!
Sure, plans change in the age of COVID-19, but Summer Summit 2020 is still
coming your way. To provide a safe, accessible experience, Summer Summit will
be provided this year in a virtual environment. Hands-on and interactive
activities will still be featured prominently, but participants will attend from the
comfort of their own homes or workspaces. Working with Make-It at the
Library and other partners, Summer Summit will be all about Zines: what are
they, how to make them, how they meet Idaho Core Standards, and the
benefits of this low-tech project at the intersection of Language Arts and
Making. All materials needed for the activities will be provided in a kit. Join us July 14 and 15, 2020 for
Summer Summit, Social Distancing Edition. #SummerSummit20.
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Idaho Lottery Wish List Program
Looking for a way to fund a specific project? Check out the Classroom Wish
List program from the Idaho Lottery and submit your project request. Be sure
to share this with classroom teachers who may be interested, too. Some
examples of funded projects are Wiggle Stools, book sets, and virtual reality
headsets. What do your students need?

Connect with students with “Just for Fun” online options
Are you and your students missing one another? Maybe library
regulars would like to connect again before summer break? Our
friend Gwyneth Jones, the Daring Librarian, hosts a virtual recess
for each grade in her school using google.meet. They play games
with getkahoot and a good time is had by all of the 6th, 7th, and 8th
graders who attend at a designated time that is just for their
grade. Want more ideas about reaching out to students while we
are all at home together? Check out @GwynethJones’ Instagram,
or for a more detailed description of the goings on in her middle
school, read the award-winning Daring Librarian blog at
https://daringlibrary.edublogs.org/2020/03/19/keep-calm-read-on/
A few other things for fun:
Students can participate in the 2020 #30secondbooktalk from Jennifer LaGarde (Library Girl) and Brad
Gustafson. Get all the details at bit.ly/30secondbooktalk2020 and start your booktalks today!
E-books and audio books are still available from local public libraries! Get a running start on the Idaho
Battle of the Books 2020-2021 titles or the newest Young Readers Choice Awards nominations!

Nonfiction Book of the Month
Just in time for the backyard safaris and nature hikes of summer, May’s Nonfiction Book of the Month is
Nature’s Ninja: Animals with Spectacular Skills by Rebecca L. Johnson.
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/

Low Hanging Fruit
This year Summer Reading is more important than ever, so check out Low Hanging Fruit’s annual
Summer Reading at https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/.
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Upcoming Events
Idaho Family Reading Week – 2020 Theme Announcement!
To help the ICfL’s Youth Services team design Idaho Family Reading Week (FRW) 2020, a planning
committee will be utilized. The committee will be comprised of staff who have FRW experience and are
from both public and school libraries in large and small communities. Thank you to our volunteer
committee members for agreeing to share your ideas and expertise to make this year’s program amazing:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amanda Bowden, Portneuf Public Library
Cheryl Fife, Pepper Ridge Elementary School Library
Bianca Garcia, Mountain Home Public Library
Mandi Harris, Coeur d’Alene Public Library
Jennifer Trail, Glenns Ferry Public Library
Rasheil Stanger, Valley of the Tetons Public Library
After some great brainstorming, the committee has agreed on the
following theme for this fall’s FRW program:
GAMES!

Fun and Games, All About Games, Games Galore, Get Into Games….many slogan ideas are still floating
around, but you get the idea. This year’s program will utilize many types of games to get families
involved with literacy activities with their kids – there will be something for all ages. It’s been nearly 10
years since FRW has focused on games. If you were celebrating FRW in 2011, you may see some reprisals
of certain activities from “Let the Games Begin!” (check out the archives for 2011 at the bottom of the
FRW web page), but with our worlds turned upside down due to the health crisis, the committee felt
something light and fun would be just the thing for this year’s theme. And you can be sure we will
incorporate some digital and at-home activities in the
program, as well.
Stayed tuned in the coming months for more information
about Idaho Family Reading Week -- like date
announcements and slogan and activity ideas.
Have ideas for FRW you want to share with the ICfL? Email
Kristina Taylor at: kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov.

SLJ’s Day of Dialogue Virtual Event
School Library Journal’s Day of Dialogue is a free virtual event taking place on May 27. It will feature
author panels, keynote talks, and a virtual exhibit hall. Learn more and register here:
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Jason Reynolds Connects to Youth through New Video Series: Grab the Mic!
Jason Reynolds’ “GRAB THE MIC” Initiative Encourages
Young People to Tell Their Own Stories.
In his new role as National Ambassador for Young People’s
Literature, Jason Reynolds is connecting directly with young
people online during the coronavirus pandemic, in
collaboration with the Library of Congress, the Children’s
Book Council, and Every Child a Reader.
On April 14, Reynolds debuted his first initiative in support of his platform GRAB THE MIC: Tell Your Story
-- which includes a monthly newsletter for parents and educators that is focused on relevant topics of the
day and a biweekly video series intended to inspire creativity in young people, titled “Write. Right. Rite.”
Both are hosted on Reynolds’ GRAB THE MIC Resource Guide at: guides.loc.gov/jason-reynolds/grab-themic.

Program Updates for Jump Start and Outreach for Underserved Children
~from Kristina Taylor
With library hours and services and community situations in near constant flux, you may be asking
yourself, or your library co-workers, what about Jump Start Kindergarten? What about Outreach for
Underserved Children?
While these ICfL programs are typically centered around the concept of outreach and going beyond the
library walls (and property), I am here to tell you that we are reconsidering the definition of “outreach”
during this health crisis and attempting to be more flexible about how these books are distributed in your
community.
Before you ship those Jump Start books back or cancel your pending Outreach for Underserved book
request, please consider other ways your library can get these books into the hands of their intended
audience. Can you include a question in your curbside or telephone consultation on resource needs and
ask if the household has an upcoming kindergartener in their family? If so, find out if they would like a
free age-appropriate book and at-home activity handout. Similarly, can you work with partners around
the community who are serving school-age children and their families with basic needs while school is
online and offer them some new paperback books from Outreach for Underserved Children? These are
both acceptable uses of these books as a means to get them to the kids who need them most and keep
them reading, learning, and exploring during this crisis.
Please reach out to Kristina Taylor if you have questions about requesting books, books you have on
hand, or book requests that are still pending: kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov or (208) 639-4136.
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Tips and tools
Updated Macmillan Content Use Guidelines
Thanks to Martie Yunker at Archbold Library for this update on one publisher’s current permissions:
us.macmillan.com/macmillan-content-use-guidelines/
Macmillan just updated their policy for online readings. They no longer require reporting by those
reading their books.

Free Info Book Explaining Coronavirus to Children by Axel
Scheffler
Axel Scheffler (The Gruffalo) has illustrated a digital book about the coronavirus
and the measures taken to control it. The book is free for anyone to read on
screen or print out.

Free Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) for Local Businesses
Get the word out! There has been an outpouring of support from makers across the state – ready to
print, sew, and deliver PPE to facilities of all kinds. With more businesses opening up, the Idaho STEM
Action Center wants to be sure that more folks know about their PPE initiative.
Please let your bus drivers, grocery store owners, food service workers, retirement/nursing homes, hospice
staff and more know that they can request fabric masks, face shields, and/or ear savers for free at
https://stem.idaho.gov/idahomakersunite/ and fill out the “Request PPE for your Facility” form. Short and
easy.
If you have questions, please reach out Erica Compton, Program Manager at the Idaho STEM Action
Center, at 208.332.1725.

Also see information about STEM AC grants available to your library to make PPE for this program in the
Grants Section below.

110 Sesame Street eBooks are Free!
Accessing the free titles, which include everything from books teaching kids timely lessons like sitting still
to sparking an interest in becoming the President one day, does require access to a mobile device like a
smartphone, tablet, or e-reader. But the Sesame Workshop has extended this offer to platforms including
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Amazon Kindle, Apple Books, Google Play, Barnes & Noble Nook, and even Kobo, with no specified
expiration date just yet.
Sesame Workshop has also pledged to
regularly update its SesameStreet.org/caring
portal with new content designed to help
parents dealing with bored or anxious
children, including ideas for activities to do at
home, guides for having virtual playdates, and
even tutorials on hygiene and proper
handwashing techniques. It might not keep
kids distracted for months on end, but every
little bit helps.

Grant-Funded, Free, and Discounted Book Sources – Relevant Now!
For those libraries that want to do more to get new books into the hands of underserved kids while our
libraries are still closed or limited in service, consider some of the following sources for books:
National Grants:
•
•
•
•
•

Laura Bush School Library Grant
Target Philanthropy
Snapdragon Book Foundation
Scholastic: Teachers Get the Grants
Follett: Grant Resource page

Free or low-cost books:
First Book
First Book is a non-profit that provides new books and educational resources to schools and programs
serving children in need, from birth to age 18. The benefits of registering with First Book include free
books from the First Book National Book Bank, low-cost books and resources from the First Book
Marketplace at 50 to 90 percent off the retail price, and potential funding from First Book’s corporate
partners and generous donors.
We Need Diverse Books (WNDB) in the Classroom
To help children find stories and authors that they can relate to, We Need Diverse Books’ program WNDB
in the Classroom provides free diverse books to schools serving low-income students around the country.
Contact classroom@diversebooks.org for more information.
Better World Books
Better World Books receives books from libraries, booksellers, book drives, and through community Drop
Boxes, and then sells what they can to raise money for literacy, donate books in good condition, and
recycle the balance. Make a request to become a donation recipient.
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Literacy Empowerment Foundation
LEF’s Reading Resource Project offers free books to recipients who can pay shipping, handling, and
administrative costs. Reading Resource Project books come in sets of 100 books per set and any literacybased effort qualifies for these books. You do not have to be a school or teacher to qualify.
Little Free Library
A Little Free Library is a place to find a book or bring a book to share! Find Little Free Libraries in
neighborhoods all over the world, all with different offerings. Anyone may take a book or bring a book
to share.
Book Distribution Programs:
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library
The Dolly Parton Imagination Library is a unique book gifting program that mails a brand new, ageappropriate book to enrolled children every month from birth until 5 years of age, creating a home library
of up to 60 books and instilling a love of books and reading from an early age. The cost of the books and
the mailing is typically financed by community businesses, school districts, civic organizations, individuals,
or local government.
Reach Out and Read
Reach Out and Read is a nonprofit organization that trains and supports medical providers who give
books to children and advice to parents about the importance of reading aloud at well-child exams.
Reading Is Fundamental (RIF)
RIF’s flagship Books for Ownership program ensures that kids living in poverty have access to new, free
books of their choice and participate in reading motivation activities.

The Doodle Library

Increase comprehension, retention, and delight audiences with hundreds of unique, hand-drawn SVG
line art doodles. Free to download, share, and adapt under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0
International License. For all your library newsletter, program flyer, or other creative needs:

Phone-a-Story Webinar from the Colorado Virtual Library
Learn about the Denver Public Library’s phone-in storytime! Archived webinar, slides, and handouts for
this Phone-a-Story webinar are now available for viewing at your convenience:
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Mental Health Resources
•

Beyond E-Storytimes: Virtual Services and Programs for Youth from Reaching Across Illinois Library
System (RAILS) Archived Webinar: Gather some fresh ideas about virtual services and
programming beyond e-storytimes and rhyme videos, based on a trauma-informed approach.

•

Developmental Trauma, Children and Family Mental Health, and more resources from Beacon
House Therapeutic Services (UK).

•

ACES Too High Resources on adverse childhood experiences.

•

My Pandemic Story: A Guided Activity Workbook for the World’s Children, Families, Teachers, and
Caregivers (PDF) from The Children’s Psychological Health Center.

•

COVID-19 Time Capsule from Loving Creations.

•

Managing COVID-19 Anxiety (all ages) from the Anxiety and Depression Association of America,
including
• Tough Time for Teens
• Homeschooling During The Coronavirus Quarantine
• Anxiety & COVID 19 Part 2: Tips for Parents
• Recommendations for Children and Parents: Managing Anxiety and OCD During COVID-19
• Child and Caregiver Anxiety and Fears about COVID-19

ICfL Collection of Resources for Youth Services
Remember that we have started a collection of resources, including streaming storytimes and virtual
programs, COVID-19 information, home-learning resources for parents, cleaning and disinfecting
materials and spaces, and much more! And it’s open-source, so please add your resources to the
document as well.

Grant Opportunities
STEM Action Center – Grants for PPE ‘Making’
Idaho Makers for Equity, a state-wide initiative highlighting accessibility and inclusion in education, has
pivoted to respond to Idaho’s urgent public health need due to the COVID-19 crisis. Announcing the
#IdahoMakersUnite project! (See more info in Tips and Tools above)
Healthcare workers need Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) to stay safe and be ready to assist others.
Hospital workers, first responders, nursing and retirement home staff, doctor’s office personnel, grocery
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workers, pharmacists, and more rely on these items to keep them healthy. Unfortunately, many of these
critical items are in short supply.
Gowns are particularly needed! Anyone working on sewing gowns?
You can help! Be part of an army of Idaho Makers providing solutions to keep those on the front lines of
care safe and healthy.
Your library can apply for funding from the Idaho STEM Action Center to support your making.

summer reading news
From CSLP:
New materials to support alternative programs
CSLP just released an additional resource packet for libraries to use as they re-imagine their
summers. Download at https://www.cslpreads.org/.
A PDF version is linked from the red box on the front page. The PDF version is easy to download and print
as a single (255 page) document, or you can print individual pages or page ranges.
This free resource includes:
•
•

•

Ideas from current and past CSLP manuals that have been adapted in order to be used straight
from the pages or altered for your particular needs.
Six weeks of content for early literacy, children, teens, adults, and families, designed to distribute
to patrons as printed packets, or online in a way that works best for your library. All activities are
intended for patrons to do at home for little to no cost.
Ideas and tips for outreach, partnerships and collaboration, incentives, and summer meals.

For a more editable, modular version of the additional resource packet, sign into your CSLP account and
access content from the Online Manual section. Once logged into the Online Manual:
1. Scroll down to the “Artwork and Program Files” section of the manual
2. On the righthand sidebar, locate the “Summer 2020 Reimagined” category
3. Click on the checkbox to the immediate right of “Summer 2020 Reimagined” to bring up a list
of all the files, or
4. Click on the “+” icon to the right to bring up the age group categories.
All Idaho public libraries are CSLP members and are welcome to use and distribute this resource.
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Orders from catalog:
Due to the unprecedented number of library closures as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, CSLP will be
placing all orders on temporary hold until further notice.
To receive your order before the hold is lifted, you will need to send one of the following to:
update@cslpreads.org:
•
•
•

Confirmation that your library is able to receive packages at the address provided in the original
order
Provide an alternate address (such as a residential address) where your order can be shipped
Indicate that you would like to have your order held at a local UPS depot for pick up

Libraries that do not respond will not receive their orders until routine shipping resumes; to be
determined. Please direct all questions about orders to CSLP (Staci can’t help you on this).

CSLP Newsletter
See more info and updates from CSLP in the current newsletter.

Posters and State Parks Passes
The ICfL has not shipped many of the promotional posters and/or Youth Explorer Passes because libraries
have not been able to receive deliveries. Please contact us and provide direction about how you wish to
receive these items. We are keeping a master spreadsheet of libraries’ status on our COVID-19 page
under Library Closures.

Miscellaneous resources:
Podcasts to Pair with CSLP’s Summer Reading Theme (School Library Journal, April 21)
Summer Reading Switcheroos: How popular programming changes during a pandemic (American
Libraries, May 4)

Featured:
Re-Imagining Summer Reading
There’s no way around it—summer reading programs this year are going to need to look different than
in past years. Instead of examining how to tweak your traditional program to meet social distancing and
public health guidelines, library staff need to start at Ground Zero and build a program that meets the
needs of each community. If you were not able to join us live for a discussion about Summer Reading
2020, you can listen to the archive, view the presentation slides, and find a crowd-sourced resource
guide at https://libraries.idaho.gov/re-imagining-summer-reading-programs-for-2020-and-beyond/.
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If you have ideas and resources to add to the group document, please do so ASAP in order to help your
colleagues throughout Idaho!

Here are some considerations:

Staff Capacity
Your library’s staff should be your number one consideration this summer. If you don’t have the staff
capacity (both physical and emotional) to pull off a summer reading program this year, it’s okay to
bypass it this year! Or you may decide to offer a “bare bones” kind of program, without the bells and
whistles you might normally include.

Community Guidelines
First and foremost, check with your city/town/county public health guidelines. Many communities are
phasing in the state’s Rebound Idaho plan according to local health information, which can improve over
the coming weeks or take a turn for the worse. Stay up to date and have plans that are adaptable to the
health of your community. However, your library’s plans should ensure the safety of staff above all else.

Online Platforms
Before you decide to take your program completely online, be sure to consider that though many families
were given devices and internet access to finish out the school year, it’s likely that digital access will
expire when the school year ends. In many Idaho communities, digital access is restricted or limited; if
your program is solely accessible online, you may be preventing underserved families from being able to
participate. If you want to explore online platforms, see a list of possibilities on our Resource List (link
above).

End-of-Program Report
The ICfL will still require each library to fill out an end-of-summer report by September 15; however, this
report will be greatly simplified. For those libraries that did not host a program this year, you will only
need to fill out one question. Otherwise, we’ll ask for an estimate (and this may be a rough estimate for
many of you) of how many children and teens participated in your in-house program and how many you
estimate you reached with outreach. The report will be available by mid-May on our summer reading
website.

Measuring and Tracking Attendance at Virtual Programs
As virtual programming increases, remember to track attendance as best you can. For live Facebook
events, you can count the number of accounts that show up or ask attendees to comment with the
number of people watching. YouTube videos can be counted by the number of times viewed. You will
need to report attendance on your annual public library statistics survey. Questions about tracking
attendance for virtual programs can be directed to Patrick.Bodily@libraries.idaho.gov.
Here is a webinar from the Public Library Association (PLA):
Maximizing and Measuring Virtual Programs
Wednesday, May 13, 2020 | 12 - 1 p.m. MT, 11 – 12 PT
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Programs, Prizes, Performers, Tracking, and More
For additional considerations and ideas about alternate summer reading programs, visit our website and
listen to the Zoom archive, look at the presentation slides, and check out the Resources List.

Please also see the Summer Reading section of this issue.

CE news you can use
~by Annie Gaines, ICfL CE Consultant

Sign up for new CE Digest newsletter
Introducing the CE Digest newsletter! Get weekly updates on the upcoming continuing education
opportunities by subscribing to the CE Digest newsletter here: http://eepurl.com/g0HMzz. For a preview
of what the newsletter looks like or more information, visit this page:
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/ce-digest/

CE funds for online learning
Did you know the ICfL will cover the cost of online continuing education courses or webinars through
InfoPeople, Library Juice, and Amigos? It’s true! If there’s an online course or webinar from these
providers you’d like to take, you can apply for access by completing the corresponding Course Access
Request Form accessible from this page: https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-trainingopportunities/. To qualify for future CE funds for online learning, students must complete the follow-up
survey.
Below are a few upcoming online courses that you might be able to squeeze into your very busy
schedule!

Assisting Patrons with Mental Disorders Across Library Settings (Library Juice Academy), June
1-28
The National Alliance of Mental Illness estimates that one in five children, teens, and adults suffer from a
mental illness. With libraries functioning as a hub of the communities they serve, librarians must be
prepared to serve patrons struggling with mental health issues. This course will provide librarians with the
necessary knowledge and skills to address common mental disorders, as well as, ways in which librarians
can balance their own mental health needs in a demanding profession.
•
•

Details & course overview
Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)
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Supercharging Your Storytimes (Library Juice Academy), June 1-28
Using your knowledge of early literacy skills and practices based on Every Child Ready to Read®,
supercharge your storytimes through interactivity with children and their parents/caregivers,
intentionality, being more purposeful in connecting storytime books and experiences to support early
literacy behaviors, and assessment through self-reflection and peer sharing. Hands-on practice on
developing and delivering early literacy tips to adults in storytimes. Through self-assessment and an
increased awareness, you will have the opportunity to energize your storytimes while becoming an
advocate for early literacy in your library and the community.
•
•

Details & course overview
Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)

Tweens in the Library: Services, Programs and Displays to Wow the Tweens (Amigos), June 18
You know the crowd - too old for preschool storytime and too young for teen services. A vibrant and
vital part of your library community, tweens deserve quality and engaging services tailored to their needs.
Learn how to curate and offer the programs, displays, and services that will engage them and help them
go from tweens to lifelong library fans.
•
•

Details & course overview
Course access request form (InfoPeople)

ICfL and Idaho Children’s Trust Fund partner to host Trauma-Informed
Libraries webinars
Announcing two special Info2Go! sessions on Trauma-Informed Librarianship during the COVID-19
pandemic, created in partnership with the Idaho Children’s Trust Fund:
Info2Go! Trauma-Informed Libraries: ACE’s and Protective Factors
Thursday, May 7th @ 1pm MT (12pm PT)
Taryn Yates from Idaho Children’s Trust Fund will explain Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACE’s) and the
protective factors that can mitigate their effects and prevent them from occurring in the first place. As
Idahoans continue to face the fallout of the Coronavirus pandemic, your library may have a role to play in
addressing trauma in your community and helping families build protective factors.
You may want to view Taryn’s video on child brain development before
joining this webinar. And join us next week, on May 12 at 1:00 p.m., for
more information about building positive experiences for families.

Info2Go! Trauma-Informed Libraries: Building Positive Experiences
Tuesday, May 12th @ 1pm MT (12pm PT)
Your library building might be closed, but many of you are finding alternative ways to serve your
communities. Building off of the May 7th webinar on ACE’s and Protective Factors, learn how your library
can help build positive experiences for children and families in your communities to help mitigate the
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effects of trauma. Roger Sherman from Idaho Children’s Trust Fund will describe different ways that
libraries can create positive experiences and will answer your questions about finding resources in your
community.

Diversity in Action
Serving Patrons with Autism Spectrum Disorder
~by Kristina Taylor, ICfL Youth Services Project Coord.
Utilizing the ICfL’s Continuing Education program (Webinars, ICfL Trainings and Online Courses), I
recently participated in an Amigos Live online class called “Understanding and Assisting Library Patrons
on the Autism Spectrum.” This two-hour class was very insightful and well worth the time (it is currently
available on request).
It seems this topic is top-of-mind for other library folks as well. SPLAT member Jessica Martinez, with the
University of Idaho Library, had the following take-aways regarding a similar class about ASD patrons and
how the class content could translate into library services or programs (originally published in the SPLAT
Curiosity Report: Vol 5, Issue 6 on April 10, 2020):
“I recently completed the Library Juice Academy class Library Resources and Services for Patrons on the
Autism Spectrum, taught by Dawn Behrend. The class covered what Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is
and how libraries can best serve patrons on the autism spectrum through services, spaces, programming,
and collaborations. So, what is ASD? It is defined by difficulties in social interactions, communication
(both verbal and nonverbal), and patterns of repetitive behavior. For more information, check out the
ASD Fact Sheet through the National Institutes of Health. How can we best serve our patrons on the
autism spectrum? There are many websites and books that discuss this topic, but my top three takeaways
from the class were:
Be clear in your communication. This entails not using sarcasm or humor when speaking with a patron
with ASD, as well as not relying too much on gestures and social cues. If you are trying to de-escalate a
situation with a patron, be clear about what the library’s rules are, as well as your own boundaries. This
will often clear up many conflicts.
Use visuals. Post signs with rules, color code spaces or signs, and make it clear who the library's
employees are. Many of the tenets of Universal Design for Libraries make libraries a more welcoming
space for those with ASD. Check out ALA’s Checklist for Universal Design for more ideas.
Create programming for patrons with ASD. This could include sensory storytimes for children or including
a social learning component for patrons of any age. Something I want to try is partnering with a group
to bring awareness about ASD to my larger community.
It’s important to support our patrons and community members who are neurodiverse — hopefully these
ideas make that support seem a little less daunting!” – Jessica Martinez, University of Idaho Library
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Diverse Book Finder and Tool!
Want to diversify your picture book collection, but don’t
know where to start? Check out the Collection Analysis
Tool (CAT) by Diverse BookFinder (DBF) and these librarians
from Maine! It is a free, online tool designed to help you
diversify your picture book collection.

How does CAT work? Your library will upload a file containing ISBNs and titles for your picture book
collection (including nonfiction). DBF will cross-reference this file with the Diverse BookFinder collection
to identify your multicultural picture books. DBF then provides a report of who (which racial/cultural
groups) is represented and how (what themes predominate for each group) within this subset of your
collection. This approach reveals the strengths and gaps in the racial/cultural representation within your
collection. Libraries can then use the Diverse BookFinder Search Tool to identify books to add to your
collection that enrich your picture book holdings.
What is the Diverse BookFinder? The Diverse BookFinder is a growing collection of thousands of children's
picture books featuring Black and Indigenous people and people of Color (BIPOC). It is not a list of
recommended titles. This distinction is important to understand before continuing any further. Click here
to learn more about who we are and what we do.

STEaM
Brown Bag STEM
Washington library produces Brown Bag STEM, a collaboration between Whitman County Library and
Schweitzer Engineering Laboratories, with the goal of providing a hands-on learning opportunity during
this unprecedented time of virtual learning.
K through third grade students will receive a “Marble Kit” and “Pencil Kit” that will guide them through
engineering design challenges like creating a marble run or balancing a pencil. They will conduct
experiments to explore scientific concepts of light refraction, potential, and kinetic energy.
Going out to fourth through sixth grade students are a “Popsicle Stick Kit” and “Straw Kit,” which invite
them to create straw rescue devices and popsicle stick bridges. The kit provides an exploration into
scientific principles of flight and types of energy created when building a popsicle stick chain reaction.
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Dimensions of Success – Participation
Each month, we are taking time to explore the Dimensions of Success (DoS) Observation Tool, which
contains a rubric for evaluating the success of STEAM programs in an out-of-school setting – like your
library! This month, our focus is on Participation.
Library staff are great at including everyone in programs, but have you ever really thought about what
participation looks like? Here are a few indicators that kids are participating in your program:
•

All youth have access to materials and are able to participate in group discussions and all other
aspects of the program.

•

Engagement is relatively equal – no one child is dominating the program, and none seem
withdrawn or uninterested.

•

Everyone participates without prompting or invitations to be part of the program.

If your STEAM program includes materials that children cannot use, they are not able to actually
participate in learning. If you program is being dominated by that one kid who is really into the subject,
other kids may not be able to participate fully. If you are continuously inviting kids to do different
activities or reminding them to stay on task, they aren’t really participating. As you do STEAM program
over the summer, keep an eye out for active participation and try to think of ways to encourage all kids
to engage with your program. Next month, we will continue our exploration of DoS by taking a closer
look at creating purposeful activities.

Girls Who Code Update
The ICfL is excited to continue its partnership with Girls Who Code
(GCW). If you are interested in starting a coding club in your
community, there are a few new options available to you this year.
•
•
•

You can now run clubs during the summer months (previously support was only offered during
the school year)
The GCW crew is working on support for virtual clubs, including webinars to help you learn how
to facilitate a coding club in a virtual environment
There is a new collection of at-home activities that you can share with families in your community,
even if you don’t already host a GWC club

Want more info? Check out the GCW page, or contact Jennifer (jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov)
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Book look
Best & Brightest Books of 2019
~ From the Denver Public Library
Remember 2019? It seems like years ago that we were living in a
world without a pandemic, social distancing, and face masks.
Take yourself back to that long-ago time, with Denver Public
Library’s Best & Brightest Books for Children and Teens.

Highly Anticipated Releases from Favorite Authors
Here are some titles to bring a little excitement to your day:

The Ballad of Songbirds and
Snakes (a Hunger Games novel),
by Suzanne Collins (May 19). A
prequel to the Hunger Games,
featuring an eighteen-year-old
Coriolanus Snow. (YA)

Midnight Sun (Twilight #5), by
Stephenie Meyer (August 4). The
iconic love story of Bella and Edward
told from the vampire's point of
view. (YA)

Read School Library Journal article

New and Noteworthy
On the Horizon, by Lois Lowry (April

Clap When You Land, by Elizabeth

7). A moving account of the lives
lost in two of WWII’s most
infamous events: Pearl Harbor and
Hiroshima. Told in verse. (Middle
Grade)

Acevedo (May 5). In a novel-in-verse that
brims with grief and love, awardwinning author Acevedo writes about
the devastation of loss, the difficulty of
forgiveness, and the bittersweet bonds
that shape our lives. (YA)

The Betrothed, by Kiera Kass (May

The One and Only Bob, by Katherine

5). A would-be queen. A handsome
young king. A perfect match…or is
it? (YA)

Applegate (May 5). Sequel to The One
and Only Ivan, starring Ivan’s friend
Bob. (Middle Grade)

We Dream of Space, by Erin Entrada
Kelly (May 5). Newbery Medalist Erin
Entrada Kelly transports readers to
1986 and introduces them to some
unforgettable characters in this
pitch-perfect middle grade novel
about family, friendship, science, and
exploration. (Middle Grade)

Parachutes, by Kelly Yang (May 26).
Speak enters the world of Gossip Girl
in this modern immigrant story from
"New York Times" bestselling author
Kelly Yang about two girls navigating
wealth, power, friendship, and trauma.
(YA)

Burn, by Patrick Ness (June 2). A dragon arrives with a prophecy that involves a deadly
assassin, a cult of dragon worshippers, two FBI agents in hot pursuit—and a teenage girl who
has no idea that her life is about to change forever. (YA)

Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci, Kristina, Jeannie
or Jennifer and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop.
Subscribe and Unsubscribe
Information:
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and
enter your email address to subscribe. If you
would like to unsubscribe, simply click on
the unsubscribe link in the bottom of the
email.

Contact Information
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho
Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me
Program. To contribute or provide
suggestions, contact Staci, Kristina, Jeannie or
Jennifer at 208-334-2150 or 1-800-4583271
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