
Welcome             By Jeannie Standal  

 
As Idaho enters Phase 3 of Rebound Idaho, one thing is 
certain: this summer will be…unusual. Vacation plans may 
have been changed, swimming pools and beaches may be 
closed, and it seems as though each headline is worse than the 
last. At least online school is coming to a close, and we can go 
to the movies. And we can read. 
 
Whether your library will be taking on a full-blown, socially 
distant summer reading program, a modified online program, 
no formal program at all, or something altogether different 
this year, we are with you! Need to bounce ideas off 
someone? Give us a call. 
 
An Arthur Ashe quote surfaced recently that seems 
appropriate for dealing with the variety of circumstances 
libraries are managing this summer:  
 

Start where you are.  
Use what you have. 
Do what you can. 
 

And wear a mask. And wear sunscreen. #masktanlines 
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Dates & Deadlines 

• Register for Info2Go on 
Neurodiversity before June 
15th! 
 

• Registration open for the 
Small, Rural, and 
Independent Libraries 
Virtual Mini-Conference to 
be held on June 17th. 
 

• Apply by June 15th for  
Women’s Suffrage Youth 
Book Sets. 
 

• Reminder: Summer 
Reading End of Program 
Report due September 
15th. 
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Library to library 

Special COVID-19 Underserved Books…Encouraging Impact Across Idaho 
Beginning in late March and throughout the long COVID/quarantine month of April, 26 
Idaho libraries requested more than 12,000 books from the ICfL’s Outreach for 
Underserved Children program to ensure that kids and families still had access to print 
books while schools and libraries shuttered. Library staff were creative and enthusiastic 
in their approaches and communication with their communities. Here’s some fun 
photos and quotes shared by just a few of these libraries across our great state: 

Twin Falls Public Library:  

“The event was a success in that it met the objectives of increasing access to books in the homes of 
vulnerable children during the COVID-19 crisis. At a time when many children were not able to access 
books at school, or at the public library, this program made it possible to highlight books and encourage 
reading… A new book of one's own is a special comfort during usual times.  During the COVID-19 crisis 
we are all looking for comfort, and brand-new books are something we can "escape" in and enjoy.” 

 – Katie Johnson 

Valley of the Tetons Library: 

“The Valley of the Tetons Library is so excited to 
report back to you after receiving your free 
books for reaching underserved children. We 
received 500 books which we handed out with 
the free lunch program with Teton School 
District 401. It was a fantastic success! The kids 
and adults were so EXCITED! Many families 
were itching to get their hands on new books to 
read. They were bored with the books at home. 
We safely passed them out while wearing our 
PPE and practiced social distancing guidelines. 
We heard the following statements: 

• "Go libraries!" 
• "We miss you!" 
• "We miss our books!" 
• "We miss the makerspace!" 
• "Thanks for doing all you can for us!" 

This was a great success! In all, we visited three schools: Victor, Driggs and Tetonia, over a week's time.” 
– Rasheil Stanger 
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Cascade Public Library: 

Per Cascade’s 5/21 Facebook post: “Cascade Library’s very own Miss 
Frizzle will be handing out free kids books at the Cascade Food Pantry. 
Families in need of food can also get free books for their kids, ages 0-17! 
Books will be available on regular distribution days, until we can give all 
500 of them out.” 

Caldwell Public Library: 

“Caldwell Library joined forces with Sacajawea Elementary in Caldwell to 
give out hundreds of books to students and their siblings. Books were 
available thanks to the Idaho Commission for Libraries' Underserved 
program 
and a 
large 

donation of used books courtesy of Book 
It Forward Idaho. Families expressed joy 
and appreciation for the books. No one 
seemed concerned that staff selected 
books for them based on age, and the 
few requests for changes we heard were 
easily accommodated. I've attached photo 
of a socially distant 'elbow bump' with Mr. 
Webster, Sacajawea's principal.” – Fiona 
May 

 Summer is full of opportunities to play and learn and we want to make it easy for you to find inspiring, 
kid-friendly activities! That’s why PBS stations and content creators from across the country have worked 
to bundle up some of our favorite activities into one, easy-to-carry-anywhere book. Idaho Public 
Television is offering these books to all libraries at no cost to you. Please fill out the form and we will mail 
the books to you as soon as possible.  

Tweens & Teens 

Youth Engagement and Leadership 

Part of a Year-Long Series on YALSA’s Teen Services Competencies 
Leadership comes in many different forms. Often, we think of leaders as the person in the front of the 
room making the decisions. However, leadership is also exhibited in social interactions and by 
contributing to a community. It is essential that teens build skills to help them develop positive social 
interactions and a sense of independence prior to adulthood. Libraries can play a role in promoting 
engagement and leadership in tweens and teens by providing co-learning and co-designing experiences 
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and connecting programming to youths’ interests. This is called Connected Learning. Many libraries begin 
this process by establishing teen advisory boards, where teens plan and contribute to upcoming library 
programs. Other ways to foster leadership in teens at the library include providing opportunities for 
youth to participate in collection development activities, engaging in service-learning projects that benefit 
the local community, and chances to interact with library leaders informally or at Board meetings.  

YALSA has a page devoted to Teen Volunteering & Service Projects that can help get you started, and the 
Civic Action Project from the Constitutionals Rights Foundation is a useful guide through the civic action 
process. For teens who connect with different causes, the Youth Activism Project and Youth Activist’s 
Toolkit are both resources that can help you support their interests and develop leadership skills. A great 
resource for teens is the YPAR Hub. YPAR (Youth-led Participatory Action Research) is “an innovative 
approach to positive youth and community development based in social justice principles in which young 
people are trained to conduct systematic research to improve their lives, their communities, and the 
institutions intended to serve them.” 

Engaging teens with meaningful leadership activities helps them develop interpersonal skills that will be 
valuable as they enter adulthood. You can begin by offering relatively low-stakes chances for teens to 
lead programs or participate in another part of running the library. As their confidence and skills develop, 
help them find more challenging ways to contribute to causes they care about or to their community. 
Check out YALSA’s Teen Services Competencies for Library Staff to see where you fall of the spectrum of 
supporting teen engagement and leadership (Content Area #5). Next month, we’ll take this concept a 
step further and examine Community and Family Engagement.  

Transforming Teen Services Trainings: An Update 
As many of you know, the spring 2020 Transforming Teen Services trainings in north and east Idaho 
were cancelled due to the COVID-19 crisis. The trainings are being re-vamped to be delivered in an online 
class format. Our plan is to launch them in August and open registration up to small regional cohorts 
each month. We are still working out the details, but here is some basic info that we can share at this 
time: 

• There will be four training modules: Connected Learning, Computational Thinking, Youth 
Development, and Program Facilitation. We will launch the online learning series with Connected 
Learning. 

• The first two modules (Connected Learning and Computational Thinking) will take four weeks to 
complete (around 1-2 hours of learning time each week); the others may be shorter, but we don’t 
know yet. 

• Each cohort will launch at the beginning of the month and will be limited to 15 people. 
• We are going to try to group the cohorts by region to encourage relevant discussion about teens 

in your communities. We will most likely start with an eastern Idaho cohort in August, followed by 
northern Idaho in September. 

• Stay tuned to LibIdaho and the Idaho Teen Services Listserv for registration details (sign up for the 
Teen Services Listserv here). 

https://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Volunteering_%26_Service_Projects
https://www.crfcap.org/mod/page/view.php?id=225
https://youthactivismproject.org/
https://www.advocatesforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/storage/advfy/documents/Activist_Toolkit/activisttoolkit.pdf
https://www.advocatesforyouth.org/wp-content/uploads/storage/advfy/documents/Activist_Toolkit/activisttoolkit.pdf
http://yparhub.berkeley.edu/
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/YALSA_TeenCompetencies_web_Final.pdf
https://libraries.idaho.gov/tweens-teens/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/tweens-teens/
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Kindergarten Ready corner 

Talking is Teaching Themed Content Bundles 
From Too Small to Fail and the Clinton Foundation, these themed content bundles contain great tip 
sheets, activity handouts, book and video recommendations, activity calendars and more to include in 
your curbside or grab n’ go bags this summer. 

Here’s just a few examples of the various themes they have built content around: 

 

To view and download all the themed content bundles: https://talkingisteaching.org/bundles 

Kindergarten Readiness Support for Parents from the Lee Pesky Learning 
Center 
Please share the following high-quality FREE resources on social media pages and in virtual storytimes: 

Free Virtual PreK Parent Events in English and Spanish to help preschool families navigate home learning 
during the pandemic. 

Free PreK Parent app 

School zone 

Summer! 
School Zone, Low Hanging Fruit, and Nonfiction Book of the Month will be on summer break along with 
students and faculty. However, we still would like to hear your ideas for library topics that will interest 

https://talkingisteaching.org/bundles
https://www.lplearningcenter.org/lplc-launches-virtual-parent-events/
https://www.lplearningcenter.org/products/
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your classroom teachers for Low Hanging Fruit, successful projects from your library for School Zone, and 
any outstanding nonfiction you come across this summer. Thoughts, suggestions, and feedback are 
welcome at Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov. 

Have a lovely summer! 

Upcoming Events 

Summer Summit wait list 
Summer Summit 2020 for School Librarians will be held virtually on July 14 & 
15, 2020. While registration is full, there is a waitlist that all interested folks 
are encouraged to use. When the Summit is finished, all the materials will be 
available on our website, and we will send the link first to all the school 
librarians on the waitlist.  

  

Small, Rural, and Independent Libraries Virtual Mini-Conference 
Wednesday, June 17th, from 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm MDT; 12:00 - 3:00 pm PDT 

This mini-conference will focus on innovation and innovative thinking in rural, independent, tribal, and 
other small libraries – as well as the many unique challenges that they face. A diverse array of keynote 
panelists and curated presenters will cover topics that will likely include, but are not limited to: 

• Innovations to provide Internet access and training to rural patrons; 
• New ways that small libraries can offer services that the big urban libraries offer; 
• Taking community partnerships to the next level; 
• Novel ways to fund special programs; 

This event is being organized in partnership with Jim Lynch from TechSoup for Libraries, Kate Laughlin 
from the Association for Rural & Small Libraries, and The School of Information at San José State 
University. 

This is a free event, being held live online and also recorded. 

 
 

mailto:Jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xfkwka7ab&oeidk=a07eh398aqfa4c3d5fd
https://www.techsoupforlibraries.org/
https://arsl.info/
http://ischool.sjsu.edu/
http://ischool.sjsu.edu/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/summer-summit/
https://smallruralindependent.eventbrite.com/
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Tips and tools 

It’s All About Grab N’ Go… 
This summer, we see the relaxation of the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP) eligibility rules to allow 
more locations to continue to serve Grab N’ Go meals to children ages 0-18…and now we’re seeing 
libraries pick up this torch and really run with creative Grab N’ Go bags, kits and activities for their library 
patrons this summer. We’re talkin’ grab bags for youth and adults, STEM-themed bags, Manga and 
graphic novel-specific bags for teens, puzzle and brain-game bags, storytime bags, Lego bags, 
healing/social-emotional bags…you name it, someone has a Grab N’ Go bag for that!  

The May Issue of the Cardigan Newsletter recently featured this method of summer library programming 
and included lots of bag/kit ideas. You can find the most recent issue of the newsletter and all their 
archives in this Google doc. 

Here are few examples provided in the Cardigan Newsletter: 

Texture Books: 
https://www.abbythelibrarian.com/2014/06/science-activity-
packs-texture-book.html 

Sponge Block Busy Bag: 
https://www.toddlerapproved.com/2011/07/sponge-tower-
time.html 

Tangram Challenge: 
http://www.abbythelibrarian.com/2014/06/science-activity-
packs-tangram-challenge.html  

Borrow from these innovative librarians or make your own 
themed grab-and-go activity bags this summer. 

 

Resources to Help Families During COVID-19 
There have been a lot of links to this type of resource floating around for the last few months. This 
collection from Fred Rogers Productions rounds up some of the best media from PBS kids, which is 
accessible to most Idaho families. It is also available in Spanish.  

Homemade Sun Catchers use little in the way of 
supplies and get kids outside. 

https://www.fns.usda.gov/sfsp/summer-food-service-program
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1slO9bGii_ndUfNdmkRfCCM0h4TzyYvK6
https://www.abbythelibrarian.com/2014/06/science-activity-packs-texture-book.html
https://www.abbythelibrarian.com/2014/06/science-activity-packs-texture-book.html
https://www.toddlerapproved.com/2011/07/sponge-tower-time.html
https://www.toddlerapproved.com/2011/07/sponge-tower-time.html
http://www.abbythelibrarian.com/2014/06/science-activity-packs-tangram-challenge.html
http://www.abbythelibrarian.com/2014/06/science-activity-packs-tangram-challenge.html
https://www.fredrogers.org/coronavirus/?utm_source=Connected+Communities&utm_campaign=a175e9a034-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2018_12_22_01_02_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_f2f0f48b1d-a175e9a034-76134479
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Fun links for animal and nature lovers! 
While human zoo-goers are safely at 
home, tiny goats visit their neighboring 
animals on a Facebook video series from 
the Oregon Zoo; view “Stories from the 
Bush” from Kenya’s Mpala nature lab; and 
learn how service, therapy, and emotional 
support puppies are trained from the start 
at the “Puppy Playroom.” These sources, as 
well as many others, both live and 
archived, are available for all those animal 
and nature lover’s this summer. A 
compiled list by SLJ can be found here: 

 

Apply for Women’s Suffrage Youth Book Sets from ALA/WSCC 
ALA is partnering with the Women’s Suffrage Centennial Commission (WSCC) to distribute 6,000 
women’s suffrage youth book sets to libraries across the country. Public and school libraries are 
encouraged to apply for the book sets by June 15, 2020. The book sets include: 

• For young readers: Around America to Win the Vote by Mara Rockliff 
• For middle grades: The Woman's Hour, The Great Fight to Win the Vote (middle school reader 

edition) by Elaine Weiss  
• For high school: National Park Service Women's Suffrage Reader 

  

 

summer reading news 

Summer Reading End-of-Program Report due September 15 
Because the ICfL uses Institute for Museum and Library Services funds to purchase summer reading 
program manuals and promotional items for all Idaho libraries, we ask each library to submit a report at 
the conclusion of its program.  

https://www.slj.com/?detailStory=Nestflix-and-Other-Live-Animal-Webcams-for-Quarantined-Kids-coronavirus-librarians-video
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You can find the report at https://libraries.idaho.gov/summer-reading/, under “Evaluating Your Summer 
Reading Program.” 

We ask that all libraries submit a report, regardless of whether you hosted a program. If you did not host 
a program this year, you will only have one question to answer. 

You will find that the report this year is very short, and we ask that you do the best you can to fill it out 
even though your programs are likely very different than in past years. You can see a preview of the 
report questions at https://libraries.idaho.gov/summer-reading/.  

Free Summer Activity Booklets from Idaho Public Television 
~ From Kari Wardle, Education Manager, Idaho Public Television 

Summer is full of opportunities to play and learn, and we want to make it easy 
for you to find inspiring, kid-friendly activities! That’s why PBS stations and 
content creators from across the country have worked to bundle up some of our 
favorite activities into one, easy-to-carry-anywhere book, targeted to children in 
preschool through second grade. Idaho Public Television is offering these books 
to all libraries at no cost to you.  

Please fill out this form and we will mail the books to you as soon as possible.  

News from CSLP 

Video Challenge 2020 
Looking for an easy program to share with your teens that they can do at home or outside this summer? 
The CSLP Teen Video Challenge is back for 2020!  

The Teen Video Challenge, sponsored by the Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP), is an annual 
national video contest open to all teens. The challenge is for teens to create a public service 
announcement-type video that promotes libraries and 
reading and shows their unique interpretation of the 2020 
CSLP slogan “Imagine Your Story.” Please share on your 
social media (using #ImagineYourStory), website, and with 
interested teens in your community! 

 

Check out the 2019 winning videos: 
www.cslpreads.org/2019-teen-video-challenge-tvc/ 

Current Newsletter 
The latest CSLP newsletter features tips for making summer reading inclusive of all families, ways libraries 
can support food literacy during the pandemic, and an appreciation of outgoing, longtime CSLP 
administrator Karen Day.  

https://libraries.idaho.gov/summer-reading/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/summer-reading/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfoaoHi7wPHH-zMVWdGRIJ6dbcBU7utz6sziDCJ1VAm5lZ5ZA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.cslpreads.org/programs/teen-program/2020-teen-video-challenge/
http://www.cslpreads.org/2019-teen-video-challenge-tvc/
https://www.cslpreads.org/programs/teen-program/2020-teen-video-challenge/
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Revised posters/artwork for social media 
You can find several versions of updated posters and artwork for the Imagine Your Story theme HERE. 

“Feeding Your Community: Summer Meals at Libraries” 2020 Webinar  
If you missed the “Summer Meals at Libraries” webinar hosted by CSLP on May 25, you can find view the 
recording here.  

A key take-away are the changes that SFSP have made to the eligibility requirements, making it easier for 
libraries to qualify as summer meal sites when they may not have qualified in the past.  

Check out their mapping tool to see current sites being served. 

If you are interested in learning if your library can be a summer meal site this summer, contact the state’s 
lead agency found on the state contacts page of the SFSP website.  

ALSC Summer Reading Lists 
ALSC's Quicklists Consulting Committee has updated its Summer Reading Lists for 2020. 
The lists are full of book titles to keep children engaged in reading throughout the summer. 
Four Summer Reading book lists are available for Birth-Preschool and grades K-2, 3-5 and 
6-8. Each list is available here to download for free. They can be printed two-sided and 
folded into trifold brochures, or shared electronically with your patrons. The back panel can 
be edited to include your library's contact information. 

 

 

DIY Puppets and Props to Support Imagine Your Story 
An archived webinar from the Library of Michigan: https://youtu.be/-5lNFhT0UTQ  

Providing children opportunities for open-ended narrative play with puppets and props will not only 
allow them to develop social skills like sharing and cooperation, it will also help them use their 
imagination to grow in language and literacy. In this webinar, facilitated by Storyteller and Narrative 
Consultant, Jenifer Strauss, learn how to provide children with simple puppets and props from everyday 
household items to provide “anytime, anywhere” opportunities for narrative play. (Recorded 05/08/2020) 

See a list of all Library of Michigan webinar recordings (scroll to Youth Services), especially two STEM 
webinars from Laurie Bone (Longway Planetarium), who facilitated “A Place for Space” trainings in Idaho 
last year. 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1cMqRiyVm4CWOzpokPjCBESCcIV-7QCgo
https://youtu.be/Q6Ig_zo1tj4
https://www.fns.usda.gov/meals4kids
https://www.fns.usda.gov/contacts?f%5B0%5D=program%3A28&f%5B1%5D=state%3A268
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2020-summer-reading-list
https://youtu.be/-5lNFhT0UTQ
http://www.michigan.gov/libraryofmichigan/0,9327,7-381-88855_89737-301245--,00.html
http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2020-summer-reading-list
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Virtual Summer Programs Option 
Disclaimer: The Idaho Commission for Libraries does not endorse “for-profit” businesses or services. 

If your library is scrambling to provide virtual events this summer, and has a some extra programming 
money, Page Turner Adventures Virtual Summer Library Program is offering Idaho libraries a chance to go 
in on a group subscription for a reduced cost: Idaho Sign Up for Virtual Summer Reading Program.   

For more detailed information on each week’s activities, click here. 

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Lisa Nadel, National Booking Coordinator 
lisa@pageturneradventures.com 
518-732-5386 

Featured: 

Coeur d’Alene Librarian Sends Books to Navajo Nation 
(Original article by David Townsend, Coeur d’Alene Public 
Library Communications Coordinator, May 8, 2020) 

Children at a school in the Navajo Nation will receive books as 
well as meals thanks to the efforts of the children’s librarian at 
the Coeur d’Alene Public Library. 

Mandi Harris, like other library staff, has been working from 
home and unable to offer her usual popular children’s programs 
since the library was closed for part of March and all of April. 
She innovated and has been doing online programs for her 
young patrons five days a week, which can be viewed on the 
library’s children’s Facebook page. 

But she has also been working on another project that is close 
to her heart. 

“The Navajo Nation has been hit extremely hard by COVID,” she 
said. “They have the highest number of infections per capita after New York and New Jersey.” 

The Indigenous Impact Rapid Response Initiative, an Indigenous fundraising group, put out a call for 
donations of books for kids — specifically books by Indigenous authors, she said. 

“I thought rather than them receiving a small smattering of books here and there, a large supply of 
books selected by a librarian might be helpful,” she said.  

Harris, herself a member of the Cherokee Nation, did a fundraiser online and raised $3,500 for books. 

http://pageturneradventures.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wGbivCBF2RtENo1Up3-5v4B4hzhEORilR0MWq83RSh0/edit?usp=sharing
https://pageturneradventures.com/virtual-storyology-summer/
mailto:lisa@pageturneradventures.com
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She curated a list of highly reviewed books by Indigenous authors for young readers, ages birth to 18. On 
Friday she placed the order with Well-Read Moose, “so a local business benefits as well, and now 200 
books are going to students receiving meals at Tohaali Community School in New Mexico.” 

Mandi recently reached out to The Scoop editors with an update on the project: 

“The books shipped out May 26,” Mandi told us. The books targeted elementary-aged children, and 
there were some funds left from that shipment. “I hope to use the remaining $300 to order a second 
round of books from Huia Publishers, a Maori-own press in New Zealand that publishes books by 
Indigenous authors. Their picture books and graphic novels are stunning and offer beautiful portrayals of 
Indigenous lives. 

Mandi is happy to share her booklist. “All of the books I chose are by Indigenous authors and are 
American Indian Youth Literature Award books/AIYLA honor books, the majority of which I have read 
myself.” You can email her at mharris@cdalibrary.org.  

As of this week, the Navajo Nation now has the most cases of COVID-19 per capita in the U.S. It 
overtook New York and New Jersey toward the end of May. See this New York Times article from May 30 
explaining why Indian Lands are now the top U.S. hot spots.  

Indian Lands in Idaho: Shoshone-Bannock Tribes in South Eastern Idaho (Fort Hall); Nez Perce Tribe in 
Central Idaho (Lapwai); Coeur d’Alene Tribe in North Idaho (Plummer); Kootenai Tribe in the Panhandle 
(Bonner’s Ferry); and the Shoshone-Paiute Tribes in Southern Idaho, which extends from Idaho into 
Nevada in Duck Valley. 

 

CE news you can use 

Info2Go! Neurodiversity in the Library on June 15th 
Neurodiversity is a relatively new way to think about neurological differences – because of natural 
variation in the human genome, brain differences are normal. For kids with learning and thinking 
differences, the concept of neurodiversity can help them (and their parents) frame their challenges as 
differences, rather than as deficits. There’s growing awareness in libraries of how to best reach kids with 
neurological differences like autism spectrum disorder and ADHD, but what about when those kids 
become adults? Join Lori Uria from Neurodiversity Matters Idaho to learn about neurodiversity, how 
libraries can increase their understanding of the needs of neurodiverse patrons, develop workplaces 
friendly to neurodiverse employees, and ensure libraries are welcoming spaces to everyone in their 
community. 

    

mailto:mharris@cdalibrary.org
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/05/30/opinion/sunday/coronavirus-native-americans.html
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07eh16txqyb5a7c566&llr=xfkwka7ab
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CE Digest Newsletter 
Have you heard of the CE Digest newsletter? You can get weekly updates on upcoming continuing 
education (CE) opportunities for Idaho library workers by subscribing to the CE Digest newsletter here: 
http://eepurl.com/g0HMzz. For a preview of what the newsletter looks like or more information, visit this 
page: https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/ce-digest/  

ICfL Helps with CE Expenses 
Did you know the ICfL will cover the cost of online continuing education courses or webinars through 
InfoPeople, Library Juice, and Amigos? It’s true! If there’s an online course or webinar from these 
providers you’d like to take, you can apply for access by completing the corresponding Course Access 
Request Form, accessible from this page: https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-
training-opportunities/. To qualify for future CE funds for online learning, students must complete the 
follow-up survey.  

Below are a few upcoming online courses that you might be able to squeeze into your very busy 
schedule! 

Exploring STEAM Concepts Through Storytimes (Library Juice Academy), July 6 – August 2 
How do science and math concepts support STEAM education and early literacy? How can our 
traditional storytimes support these concepts? And . . . how can we help adults incorporate 

them into daily conversations and experiences with their young children? Gain an understanding of 
cognitive, scientific, and mathematical thinking from newborn to age 5 and build on traditional 
storytimes to explore strategies and techniques to support the STEAM concepts and early literacy.  

• Details & course overview 
• Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)  

Library Outreach and Marketing to Latinx and Spanish-Speaking Families (Library Juice 
Academy), August 3-30  
Public libraries across the country face similar challenges in connecting with Latinx and 

Spanish-speaking communities. Though Spanish-language materials and programs may be available, 
these services may not attract the targeted community as desired. This course is designed to help libraries 
begin or improve targeted outreach to Latino and Spanish-speaking communities. Updated to reflect the 
realities of doing this work in the Trump era, this workshop uses current research and front-line voices to 
develop best practices for respectful and responsive outreach. Emphasis is particularly placed on serving 
first-generation, primarily Spanish-speaking, Latinx immigrants and their families. This course is strongly 
recommended as a prerequisite for Bilingual Storytime at Your Biblioteca. 

• Details & course overview 
• Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)  

Introduction to Storytimes and Early Literacy Programming (Amigos Library Services), 
August 25 & 27 

Whether new to planning and facilitating storytimes or looking for new inspiration, this is the course for 
you. Learn about the fundamentals of storytime and early literacy program planning. Capture ways to 

http://eepurl.com/g0HMzz
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/ce-digest/
https://infopeople.org/training
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/courses.php
https://www.amigos.org/continuing_education
https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/174-exploring-steam-concepts-through-storytimes/?attribute_pa_session=2020-july
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/032-library-outreach-and-marketing-to-latinx-and-spanish-speaking-families/?attribute_pa_session=2020-aug
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
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help caregivers and community partners foster a love of reading through engaging events and services. 
Learn about trends and opportunities in library services especially for 0 to 5. 

• Details & course overview 
• Course access request form (Amigos) 

Diversity in Action 

“Reading for Justice: A Database for YA & Youth Literature” (archived webinar) 
“The Reading for Justice Database aims to provide librarians and patrons with better access to YA and 
children’s literature book subjects centered around social justice. This database began as a project in Dr. 
David McKoskey’s Database Management course at St. Catherine University. The project then continued 
to develop through an independent study where the goal was to build a website and user interface for 
the database. The website includes a search page, report page, and an administrative page for editing. 

The presentation will cover the initial stages of the database’s development, the challenges of gathering 
data, preventing a "default" from skewing our data, and the overall process of connecting the database 
to our user interface. We hope we have created something that librarians and patrons would find useful 
for identifying books centered around themes of social justice.” 

Brought to you by the Nebraska Library Commission and NCompass Live. You can find this webinar as 
well as other archived webinars here:  

 

Unanticipated Impact of New Welcome Desk  
As libraries work hard to ensure that libraries are for all members of the community and all people feel 
welcome in the library, there’s power in a simple warm welcome.  

Consider Mike Sloan’s article, “Welcome to the Library,” first shared in the May 8th issue of the ICfL’s 
Curiosity Report, regarding Nampa Public Libraries recent change to the entrance to their library.  

“Our circulation processes have become more and more automated, as Self-Checkout has become the 
majority of our check-outs. Patrons are coming into and out of the library without meeting or talking to 
anyone. The Welcome Desk gives us another chance to engage with our patrons without them needing 
to come to us with a question or a problem.” 

Read the full article here. Thanks for sharing, Mike! 

Summer Reading Series from We Need Diverse Books 
We Need Diverse Books has partnered with the Smithsonian Book Dragon on 
a new summer reading series.  This one uses the “If You Liked – Read this 

    
    
    
   
    
    
       

   
      
   
    
    

  

 

 

https://www.amigos.org/node/6398
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/amigos---course-access-request
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/
https://tinyletter.com/SPLAT-Idaho/letters/splat-curiosity-report-volume-5-issue-7
https://diversebooks.org/resources/summer-reading-series/
https://nlc.nebraska.gov/ncompasslive/NCArchivelist.asp
https://diversebooks.org/resources/summer-reading-series/
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Next” format to introduce diverse books with similar themes as high-profile titles, making book 
recommendations more inclusive and bringing much deserved attention to some titles that might fly 
under the radar.   

Let’s Talk About Race, Baby 
Holding frank conversations about race with young 
kids can be uncomfortable, especially when it is 
unclear what is developmentally appropriate.  Take a 
look at this helpful chart representing what the 
research says about developmental states on this 
topic, and check out this excellent set of resources to 
use to open the conversation. 

Take a look at Anti-Racism for Kids 101: Starting to 
Talk About Race which offers advice and suggested 
books for littles.  And for adults, The New York Times 
has an Antiracist Reading List to help deepen our 
understanding of racism in our country. 

A Few More Resources on Tolerance 
Teaching Tolerance helps schools and teachers 
educate children and youth to be active participants in a diverse democracy. 

As June is Pride Month, it’s a great time to consider titles on ALA’s Rainbow List. 

STEaM 

Dimensions of Success – Purposeful Activities 
Each month, we are taking time to explore the Dimensions of Success (DoS) Observation Tool, which 
contains a rubric for evaluating the success of STEAM program in an out-of-school setting – like your 
library! This month, our focus is on Purposeful Activities. 

Sometimes, in the rush to figure out which STEAM programs you will (or can) do, it’s easy to forget why 
you are doing a program. If the goal of your program is to entertain kids for 30 – 60 minutes, or try out 
a cool activity that you saw on Pinterest, then your program doesn’t really have a purposeful STEM (or 
STEAM) goal. It may be helpful to identify a STEM learning goal first (like understand how a simple 
machine works or learn to use a number line) and plan your program around it. This will help you guide 
the activities in your program in a purposeful manner. Explicitly state your goal at the beginning of the 
program and refer back to it throughout. Look for chances to point out connections to your STEM 
learning goal as youth participate in different activities.  

https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4
https://www.prettygooddesign.org/blog/Blog%20Post%20Title%20One-5new4
https://booksforlittles.com/racial-diversity/?fbclid=IwAR39vJQQyCnHfhF0m66o67GnGgR9BuWclmDQJXBQuUwznf1-YxaZxSzM_l4
https://booksforlittles.com/racial-diversity/?fbclid=IwAR39vJQQyCnHfhF0m66o67GnGgR9BuWclmDQJXBQuUwznf1-YxaZxSzM_l4
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/29/books/review/antiracist-reading-list-ibram-x-kendi.html
https://www.tolerance.org/
https://www.booklistonline.com/Rainbow-List-2020/pid=9732903?AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://www.thepearinstitute.org/dos-observation-tool
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We’ll dive deeper into STEM practices later this year, but for now, try writing down a STEM goal for each 
of your STEM/STEAM programs and see if it helps you be more purposeful in your programming. Next 
month, we will continue our exploration of DoS by focusing participant engagement.  

STEM Resources from Idaho Nonprofit 
The Boise-based nonprofit, Women Innovators (W.IN) has launched a new Facebook page to provide 
online STEM resources for Idaho Communities. Check it out: 
https://www.facebook.com/W.INingInQuarantine/ 

Book look 

New Releases All Summer Long! 
Here are some titles to bring a little excitement to your day: 

My Calamity Jane (a Lady Janies novel), by Cynthia Hand, Brodi Ashton, and Jodi 
Meadows (June 2). The old west gets the Lady Janies Treatment. (YA) Starred Review: 
Booklist 

Note: Author Cynthia Hand lives in Boise. 

 

 

10 Things I Hate About Pinky, by Sandhya Menon (July 21). The delightful follow-up to 
When Dimple Met Rishi and There’s Something About Sweetie. Social justice warrior 
Pinky convinces perfect mama’s boy Samir to be her boyfriend for the summer to get her 
parents off her back. Romance ensues. (YA) 

 

I’m Not a Girl: A Transgender Story, by Maddox Lyons and Jessica Verdi. (Aug 4) An 
empowering story about a boy who is determined to be himself, based on the true 
story of the 12-year-old author. (GR PK-2) Starred review: Booklist 

 
 

 

Fly on the Wall, by Remi Lai. (Sept 15) Twelve-year-old Henry Khoo embarks on a forbidden 
journey from Australia to Singapore to prove his independence to his overprotective family, 
while working out some problems with friends. Told in comics and prose. (GR 3 – 6) Starred 
Reviews: Booklist, SLJ, Kirkus 

https://www.facebook.com/W.INingInQuarantine/
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The Magic in Changing Your Stars, by Leah Henderson. (Aug 4) Featuring an all-African-
American cast of characters and infused with references to black culture and history, this 
work of magical realism is sure to captivate and inspire readers. (GR 3 – 6) Starred Reviews: 
Booklist, SLJ, Kirkus 

 

The Way to Rio Luna, by Zoraida Córdova. (June 2) Eleven-year-old Danny Monteverde 
believes in magic. He knows that pixie dust is real, that wardrobes act as portals, and that 
rabbit holes lead to Wonderland. Most of all, he believes that his older sister, Pili, is waiting 
for him somewhere in Rio Luna, the enchanted land in their favorite book of fairy tales. (GR 
3 – 6) Starred Reviews: Booklist, SLJ 

 

Poisoned Water: How the Citizens of Flint, Michigan, Fought for Their Lives and Warned the 
Nation, by Candy Cooper. (May 19) Based on original reporting by a Pulitzer Prize finalist and 
an industry veteran, this is the first book for young people about the Flint water crisis. (GR 5 
– 9) Starred Reviews: Booklist, SLJ, Publisher’s Weekly 

 

The Ickabog, by J.K. Rowling 
It isn’t Harry Potter and it doesn’t include magic. This is an entirely different story. 

J.K. Rowling announced that she is joining children’s book authors the world over in helping out parents 
eager to entertain their children locked down at home during the current closing of schools and summer 
camps due to the novel coronavirus pandemic. The Ickabog will be published for free on 
www.theickabog.com in installments throughout June and July, a chapter (or two, or three), at a time. 

There is also an illustration competition run by the publishers to be included in the print version that will 
come out in November. Rowling plans to donate all the royalties from the printed book to help groups 
that have been particularly affected by coronavirus.   

 

 

http://www.theickabog.com/
https://www.theickabog.com
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Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci, Kristina, Jeannie 
or Jennifer and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries retains sole discretion with regard to the content of this newsletter, and reserves the right to edit, modify, or delete 
content. Advertising will not be accepted. Permission to reproduce information in this newsletter is granted to other nonprofit organizations, so long as credit 
is given to the author and source, except for items which are reprinted from other sources and are protected by copyright. The Idaho Commission for Libraries 
is not responsible for the contents of any linked sites or any link contained within a linked site.  

Subscribe and Unsubscribe 
Information: 
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and 
enter your email address to subscribe. If you 
would like to unsubscribe, simply click on 
the unsubscribe link in the bottom of the 
email. 

 Contact Information 
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me 
Program. To contribute or provide 
suggestions, contact Staci, Kristina, Jeannie or 
Jennifer at 208-334-2150 or 1-800-458-
3271 

 

 
 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:tammy.hawleyhouse@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
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