
   
 

   
 

Welcome             By Jeannie Standal  

Autumn is conference season in the library world, and Idaho 
librarians have been out in force attending conferences near 
and far! With high gas prices, staffing shortages, and the ever-
shrinking size of the middle seat, it ain’t easy, so kudos to 
intrepid Idaho librarians who find the time and the funding to 
gather new information and bring it back to our state. 
 
National Summer Learning Conference 
A large contingent of Idaho librarians from both public and 
school libraries attended the National Summer Learning 
Conference in Washington, D.C. at the end of October. 
Sessions on programming, partnering, and networking with 
others in the out-of-school learning arena from all over the 
country were invaluable. 

Public Library Directors’ Summit 
Public library directors from libraries of all sizes and from all 
corners of the state gathered in Boise to attend ICfL’s first in-
person Public Directors’ Summit since 2019. Sessions on library 
law, intergenerational relations, and employment best 
practices were on point.  

Early Years Conference 
The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare organizes this 
conference with the help of many sponsors and partners that 
is all about the 0-8 year-old set. It features national speakers, 
excellent educational sessions, and valuable time to learn from 
experts in the field. Watch for the next Early Years Conference 
in 2024! 

National Digital Inclusion Alliance  
Idaho has received funding and resources through the Digital 
Equity Act to bring digital access to all Idahoans. Several 
members of the ICfL’s Digital Inclusion team attended this 
planning workshop to gain a deep understanding of the issues 
and to develop a strong plan for Idaho. 
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https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/info2go-flannel-board-stem/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/info2go-flannel-board-stem/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/asset-mapping-virtual-workshop/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/asset-mapping-virtual-workshop/
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Keep an eye open for new opportunities from the ICfL and from your local public and school libraries for 
the wonderfully creative ideas that came about through new learning and read on for details about some 
of the conferences mentioned here and more upcoming opportunities. 

Library to Library 

Cascade Public Library Grand Re-Opening! 
On October 28, the Cascade Public Library (CPL) held a successful grand re-opening of their library facility 
with more than 100 community residents in attendance to celebrate the library’s revamp! CPL was closed 
for four months following extensive water and smoke damage after the neighboring facility, the Watkins 
Pharmacy, caught fire and burned down on February 8. Hired amid this chaos, Cascade Library Director 
Maria Guest got right to work and began utilizing her prior experience from working at Home Depot to 
get the entire library remodeled and back in shape for her community. Check out these before and after 
photos of the Cascade Public Library!  

BEFORE:       AFTER: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations, Maria, on your lovely remodel and your success in bringing a newly restored library, and 
a critical resource for your community, back online and ready to serve! 
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Libraries, Learning, and Love at Idaho Early Years Conference 
There was a strong library presence at the Idaho Early Years Conference in Boise November 1 – 2, and 
attendees were happy to show their support for their libraries and librarians. The ICfL distributed “I Love 
My Library” pins to several hundred teachers, service providers, program coordinators, agency heads, and 
presenters who proudly wore their pins during the conference.  

More than 30 Idaho library staff attended the two-day conference, at which Literacy Researcher and 
Author Dr. Susan Neuman gave an inspiring keynote, and musician and library favorite Jim Gill made it 
“Noisy in Boise.” Other keynotes included Dr. Adolph Brown, who challenged assumptions about 
stereotypes and encouraged cultivation of equity, and Kelly Wilson, whose story emphasized the 
importance of investing and shaping children’s 
behavior.  

Portneuf District Library Children’s Librarian Amanda 
Bowden wowed attendees at her STEAM in 
Storytimes session. Not only was every seat taken, 
but they also had to bring in extra chairs!  

 

We also collected some graffiti about why those 
in early care and education love their libraries. We 
heard so many heartwarming stories, and we 
hope these comments help you realize how 
important you all are in the early learning 
community! 

 The Idaho Early Years Conference is biennial and 
will be held again in 2024. It is hosted by the 
Idaho Department of Health and Welfare’s Head 
Start Collaboration Office, with support from the 
Idaho State Department of Education, the Infant-
Toddler Program, the Maternal, Infant Early 
Childhood Home Visiting Program, the Idaho 
Head Start Association, the Idaho STEM Action 
Center, and the Idaho Commission for Libraries, 

as well as other service agencies and Idaho businesses. 
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Life-Sized Candyland Game at Star Library 
The Ada Community Library, Star Branch, 
recently held a life-sized Candyland game to 
entertain patrons young and old. The event, 
which was sponsored by a business member of 
the Friends of the Star Library, was a delicious 
hit. As the life-sized game piece, you begin at 
the starting line and take turns with your 
family rolling the dice and winding your way 
through the library. You get to climb inside 
the Candyland board and travel past special 
spaces like Gumdrop Mountain, Snowflake 
Lake, Lollipop Woods, Chocolate Swamp, and 
Ice Cream Slopes as you search for the lost 
candy castle. Upon completion of the game, 
participants received a treat bag and 
toothbrush. The town mayor, police chief, and 
our business sponsors were up for the 
challenge and joined the fun.  

Thank you to the Ada Community Library, Star Branch, for sharing their sweet success! 

 

Tweens & Teens 

Asset Mapping Virtual Workshop – Learn Strategies to Reach More Kids 
Do you have a hard time getting tweens and teens to come to your library? Are you struggling to figure 
out how to provide service to this age group? Do you need tools and strategies to figure out what youth 
in your community need? If you answered YES! to any of these questions, please make time for our 90-
minute virtual workshop on Asset Mapping. Asset mapping is a technique that will help you understand 
how youth in your community are being served and where the library can be of value. Our presenter, 
Leah Larson, will provide a 90-minute interactive workshop on this topic and will be available for follow-
up coaching sessions (space is limited for the coaching sessions). Here are the details: 

Date: Thursday, December 1 
Time: 10:00 a.m. MT / 9:00 a.m. PT 
Duration: 90 minutes 
Location: Zoom 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84595747402?pwd=dUpldjFOeWliUmU2TDYveExwWFZqdz09
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This session will be recorded BUT much of it will be interactive. If you want to get the most out of this 
workshop, you should plan to attend live. Additionally, to receive access to follow-up coaching on asset 
mapping, you need to attend the live virtual workshop. Fill out the form on this page if you need a virtual 
conference kit. 

Teen Convening – Save the Date! 
March 1 – 2, 2023 

The first-ever Teen Convening two-day mini conference will bring together public and school library staff 
who work with teens. This event will focus on teen mental health and helping teens build social-
emotional skills through futures thinking and gaming. It will be held at the Riverside Hotel in Boise, and 
all travel and lodging expenses will be paid for by the ICfL. We hope to open registration soon, so stay 
tuned to the LibIdaho Listserv or sign up for the Idaho Libraries Teen Services Listserv (you can sign up 
here). 

Idaho Teen Reading Challenge 
The Idaho Teen Reading Challenge is off to a great start! Eighty-eight 
libraries have registered their participation in this year’s program. This 
winter, the ICfL will host a virtual hang out for library staff to share their 
ideas for making the challenge work in their libraries.  

Kindergarten Ready corner 

Newborn Kits Available from Idaho AEYC 
The Idaho Association for the Education of Young Children (AEYC) have assembled kits for 
parents/caregivers of newborns and are making them available to Idaho libraries to distribute at lapsit 
storytimes, outreach, or other programs for babies. The kits are literacy-focused and contain a couple of 
board books, some information about Idaho AEYC, some ICfL support materials, and a onesie with 
“Future Reader” on the front. Libraries can add information about how to get a library card, programs, 
etc., to the kits. The kits are also available in Spanish. There is no cost for these kits, and the Idaho AEYC 
will ship them to your library. 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/virtual-conference-kits/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/virtual-conference-kits/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/tweens-teens/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/tweens-teens/
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To request kits, contact Adrian Amo, Ready! for Kindergarten Coordinator at Idaho AEYC. 

 

  

School zone 

National History Day in Idaho 
National History Day (NHD) is an opportunity for 
students grades 4-12 to create a historical project and 
compete at the regional, state, and national 
level! Some of the goals of this project include teaching 
students how to research well, look at multiple 
perspectives, and be able to articulate a researched 
opinion. All of these elements support college preparedness. It has been a memorable and impactful 
experience for students who have participated in previous years! Because the skills gained from this 
project are so widely applicable, NHD can be integrated into a wide variety of classrooms, not just history 
courses.  

 

mailto:aamo@idahoaeyc.org
https://history.idaho.gov/nhdi/
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Jeannie Goes to Washington … along with a lot of other Idaho librarians and 
summer learning partners! 
The National Summer Learning Conference (NSLC) in Washington, D.C. 
was held October 24-26, 2022. Sixteen public and school librarians 
from all over the state attended two and a half days of learning, 
networking, and exchanging ideas. A few highlights were:  

• Best-selling author Thomas Friedman talked about summer as a 
time for innovation and how a variety of factors can come 
together to create real change;  

• A presentation by Sandra (artist) and Susan (expert in 
neuroaesthetics) Magsamen, sisters who work together at the 
intersection of brain science and the arts; and 

• A panel discussion including Idaho’s Anna Almerico, Director of 
the Idaho Out of School Network (ION). 

 

 

There was also fun to be had at a conference event at 
Planet Word, an interactive museum all about, you 
guessed it, words. Conference participants were 
treated to a lovely evening of experiencing all the 
ways words work.  

Now that we are all back home, it’s exciting to think 
about how the innovative Idahoans who attended 
NSLC will implement what they learned for our 
students’ out-of-school time! 

Get your Idaho Battle of the Books Questions before the 
price goes up 
On December 15, the price for IBOB questions will increase to $30, so lock in your 
question set at $25 by visiting idahobattleofthebooks.org to find all the details and 
download an invoice. 

There are students all over Idaho that would love to battle at a regional 
tourmament, but not every region hosts one. If your teams are in Regions 1, 2, 4, 
5, or 6, consider hosting a regional tournament. There is financial, practical, and 
moral support available to get you started and keep you going!  For more information on how to host a 
tournament, contact idahobattleofthebooks@gmail.com. 

 

Pictured from left: Jeannie Standal from the 
ICfL, Cheryl Fife, Emily Matta, Kendra 
Elkington, and Cindy Hall, all from West Ada 
School District 

mailto:idahobattleofthebooks@gmail.com


The Scoop Newsletter 8 

 

   
 

Low Hanging Fruit 
November means Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving, Native American 
Heritage Day, Movember, and, of course, NaNoWriMo. Learn about 
the most fun way to write in this month’s LHF. 

Continue Reading 

November’s Nonfiction Book of the Month 
Spies. Thrills. Intrigue. It’s all here. 

Continue Reading 

 

Upcoming Events 

Info2Go! Flannel Board STEM  
Flannel boards are a great tool for integrating STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) into 
your library’s storytime. Learn how to intentionally add STEM to any flannel activity by attending this 
webinar. ICfL Youth Services Consultant Jennifer Redford will be presenting. 

Click here to register for this webinar. 

All who register for the webinar will receive access to the live event as well as a link to the recorded 
version afterwards. 

Date: Tuesday, November 22 
Time: 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. MT / 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. PT 
Location: Zoom  

https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_S_UxeERsRI6IKzHMcjeE2w
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_S_UxeERsRI6IKzHMcjeE2w
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Check it Out 

2nd Annual STEAM Race to Space Reading Challenge 
Working with parents and teachers to inspire students to learn about STEAM 
through reading, the Orange County Children’s Book Festival (OCCBF) first 
launched the STEAM Race to Space Reading Challenge in 2021.  

This month, they are launching their second annual book festival and reading 
challenge. Idaho library staff can utilize OCCBF resources or get inspired to 
create their own STEAM reading challenge. Check out the OCCBF resources at 
https://www.readsteam.org/  

 

Native American Heritage Month Professional Development Opportunities 

While librarians know to share Indigenous stories and activities in their spaces and programs throughout 
the year, there are many wonderful staff training and independent learning opportunities to take 
advantage of during national Native American Heritage Month. Here are just a few: 

Online resources:  

• Native American Heritage Month – about, resources, exhibits, and more 
• Native American and Alaska Native Heritage Month – Lesson Plans from NEA 
• National Museum of the American Indian – “Why We Serve: Native American in the United States 

Armed Forces” and full event calendar  
• Cooperative Children’s Book Center guest blog post by Traci Sorell for Indigenous Peoples’ Day 

from October 10, 2022  
• “Celebrating Indigenous Stories & Storytellers,” by ALA’s Booklist – see this archived webinar from 

September 28, 2022 
• “Celebrating Indigenous Voices: New Native Stories for Your Classroom,” by School Library Journal 

on November 9, 2022 
• Check out Well-Read Native and Well-Read Native Youth resources and upcoming events 

Events/resources in Idaho: 

• Family Second Saturday: Stories with Idaho State Museum and Darren Parry 
• City of Boise Dept. of Arts & History’s current Fettuccine Forum’s: History, Health and Re-story-

ation talk by author Darren Parry 

Explore Edmonton Public Library’s five considerations for book purchasing, “How to Choose Indigenous 
Books for Children” as well as their entire Indigenous Services section.  

https://www.readsteam.org/
https://www.nativeamericanheritagemonth.gov/
https://www.nea.org/professional-excellence/student-engagement/tools-tips/native-american-and-alaska-native-heritage-month
https://americanindian.si.edu/why-we-serve/
https://americanindian.si.edu/why-we-serve/
https://www.booklistonline.com/webinars-archive
https://www.slj.com/event/celebrating-indigenous-voices
https://wellreadnative.com/about
https://history.idaho.gov/event/native-american-heritage-month-2/
https://www.boiseartsandhistory.org/learn/fettuccine-forum/
https://www.boiseartsandhistory.org/learn/fettuccine-forum/
https://www.epl.ca/blogs/post/how-to-choose-indigenous-books-for-children/
https://www.epl.ca/blogs/post/how-to-choose-indigenous-books-for-children/
https://www.epl.ca/indigenous/
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LJ Movers & Shakers Call for Nominations 
The editors of Library Journal need your help in identifying emerging talents in the library world -- both 
great leaders and behind-the-scenes contributors who are providing inspiration and model programs for 
others. LJ’s 21st annual round of “movers & shakers” will profile up-and-coming individuals from around 
the world who are innovative, creative, making a difference fighting against censorship, and helping 
improve their workplace. From librarians and non-degreed library workers to publishers, vendors, coders, 
entrepreneurs, reviewers, and others who impact the library field, Movers & Shakers 2023 will celebrate 
those people who are moving all types of libraries ahead.  

Use this form to make a nomination by Monday, November 14, 2022. 

Youth Services Course for New Staff 
There is a new online course that anyone who is hiring or onboarding new 
children’s/teen staff should know about: The Youth Services Basics course is an 
introduction to library services for public library staff who are new to libraries 
and/or to working with youth. It is a free, online, self-paced course. 

The content will help participants consider why library services focusing 
specifically on youth are important, how to collect appropriate materials, the types of services and 
programs you can provide to your patrons, and the importance of outreach services.  

This course contains an overview of youth services, followed by age-specific sections on early childhood, 
school age children, and tweens and teens. The entire course takes approximately four hours, including 
completion of a companion workbook that is downloadable in the course.  

The “youth services basics” course is available in the Indiana State Library’s Moodle platform. Learners 
from any state are welcome to take the course. Registration on ISL’s website is required. Registration is 
free and fast.  

This course was created in collaboration among the Indiana State Library, Library of Michigan, Montana 
State Library, and the Tennessee State Library and Archives, with support from the Institute of Museum 
and Library Services. 

 

https://mediasource.formstack.com/forms/movers_shakers_2023
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DzQPCYEmY5UNwlJEcVi_iL?domain=learn.continuinged.isl.in.gov/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/DzQPCYEmY5UNwlJEcVi_iL?domain=learn.continuinged.isl.in.gov/
https://learn.continuinged.isl.in.gov/login/index.php
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Grant Opportunities 

Welcoming Libraries Grant Open to Idaho Public and School Libraries  
The ICfL’s Welcoming Libraries Grant focuses on activities that improve 
equity, diversity, and inclusion in Idaho libraries and better serve the 
community’s underserved groups of children. The goals of the grant are:    

• Build the institutional capacity of libraries to best serve their 
communities by increasing (1) their understanding of the specific 
communities they serve; (2) identifying gaps in their services; and (3) 
addressing these gaps. 

• Strengthen the role of libraries and library staff as community 
connectors as they work to make their library spaces more welcoming to all, while increasing 
access for underserved children to diverse, equitable, and inclusive books, programming, and 
resources. 

• Increase equitable access to information and reading materials by increasing the amount of 
diversity, equity, and inclusion materials libraries provide. 

In December, the ICfL will award eight grants of $1,000 each to eight Idaho public, tribal, or school 
libraries.  

• Apply between Nov. 1 - 30 
• Implement the grant from Jan. 1 – April 30. 
• Questions? Contact Kristina Taylor. 

For a complete grant overview, please visit the grant program page: 

 

Summer Reading News 

Summer Reading Program Manuals for 2023 Headed Your Way! 
Program manual packages are being shipped to public libraries this week, so 
please keep an eye out for them. They will arrive in white Tyvek envelopes 
with this label  

 The ICfL purchased manuals for every public library that submitted its 2022 
summer program report, and your library will receive the manual format you requested back in July. If 
your library did not request a specific format, you’ll receive the USB format. No matter which format you 
requested, all public library staff will have access to the manual online.  

https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/welcoming-libraries-grant/
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/welcoming-libraries/
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Community or volunteer libraries can contact Jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov.   

Online Manual: 

With your manual package, you will receive instructions on how to access the 
electronic manual and artwork on the www.cslpreads.org website. Each member 
state has been issued a unique state code for all of its public libraries to use. 
Idaho’s code will be provided in the instructions enclosed with your manual 
package and is also included on the USB tags.  

Please do not share your manual or Idaho’s online manual code with non-public library staff, community 
partners, or businesses. You can, however, share specific pieces of copyrighted artwork with these 
entities for use on their websites, newsletters, etc. There is a folder on your USB and online labeled 
“copyrighted images” under “Theme Art.” For other acceptable uses, see CSLP Rules of Use. 

CSLP 2nd Annual Summer Symposium  
November 14 is the day registration opens for CSLP’s 2nd Annual Summer Symposium, scheduled for 
Thursday, December 8 from 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. MT (11:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. ET). 

Sessions include: 

• Keynote Speaker Tracie D. Hall, Executive Director of ALA! She will address The Library as a Civic 
Bridge and Community Learning Hub 

• Summer Library Outreach to Underserved Children and Caregivers with ALSC’s LSUCTC 

• All Together Now with Intergenerational Summer Programming with King County Library System 
and SilverKite Community Arts 

• Decorating Together with CSLP State Representatives 

This virtual event will also be recorded.  

Visit https://www.cslpreads.org/summer-symposium/ for more information.  

New ICfL Summer Library Programs Coordinator: Jennifer Redford! 
We are pleased to announce that ICfL Youth Services Consultant Jennifer Redford is taking over the 
coordination of ICfL’s summer library programs’ support. Jennifer is the lead for teen and tween 
programs and resources, out-of-school programs, STEM, and other school-age related topics and 
content, so transferring summer learning and library programs will allow her to streamline all out-of-
school learning with the upcoming Elementary and Secondary Schools Emergency Relief funds and 
projects. 

Jennifer will work with ICfL staff to distribute CSLP program manuals and promotional posters, collect 
annual data and statistics, and provide training and resources to support Idaho libraries’ summer 
programs. Jennifer is also Idaho’s new state representative to CSLP. You can contact Jennifer with any 
summer library programs-related questions!  

mailto:Jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
http://www.cslpreads.org/
https://www.cslpreads.org/membership-information/rules-of-use/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/9612C1wNp4uk2LXLIY4AB6?domain=cslpreads.org/
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
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Meanwhile, ICfL Youth Services Consultant Staci Shaw will focus on supporting early learning in the 
library, including Read to Me programs, Kindergarten Readiness grants, statewide partnerships, training, 
and other resources that support children ages birth to age eight and their families.  

Featured: 

2022-2023 Cohort of Kindergarten Readiness Grant Recipients 
Twelve Idaho libraries received a Kindergarten Readiness grant (KRG) from the ICfL this year, for a total of 
$60,000. Six libraries are implementing first-time projects, and six libraries are continuing, expanding, or 
enhancing projects for which they received the grant in previous years. 

The ICfL Kindergarten Readiness grant provides state funding to help public libraries partner with their 
local school districts and other community partners to reach children and their families before the child 
enters school. Libraries play an important role in early childhood success through the expertise of trained 
librarians, early literacy/learning programs, books, and digital tools that many families cannot afford on 
their own. Children who have been exposed to early literacy practices before they enter school are more 
likely to become successful readers throughout their years of schooling, and especially by the critical 
third-grade year. 

 The program has three primary goals:  

1) Ensure that more Idaho 4-year-olds and their 
families have public library cards to gain 
access to the tools and resources needed to 
help children succeed in school, especially for 
families with limited access to preschool 
programming or who are not regular library 
users. 

2) Increase the amount of early literacy activities 
done in the homes of 4-year-olds across the 
state. 

3) Increase the number of successful public 
library, school, and community partnerships 
that increase third-grade reading proficiency 
by focusing on pre-kindergarten experiences, 
especially for underserved children. 

Kindergarten Readiness projects focus on creating, 
enhancing, or expanding programming for preschool-aged children, with an emphasis on reaching 
families who do not currently use library services or have access to preschool programs in their 
communities. Projects focus on best practices in early learning and library services and need to have a 

Oneida District Library, 2021-2022 Kindergarten Readiness 
Grant Project 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov
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family engagement or education component. Libraries must have an active community partner such as a 
school or teachers, Head Start, university, service or government agency, or nonprofit organization. 

This is the fifth year the ICfL has awarded Kindergarten Readiness grants. Libraries that received the grant 
funding have created programs and services such as preschool classes, enhanced storytimes, early 
learning spaces, early learning kits and materials for checkout, accessible technology, parent/caregiver 
workshops, STEM-related activities, library cards for out-of-district families, and kits of supplies to take 
home and keep. 

Libraries receiving current grant funds include Aberdeen District Library, Bonneville County Library District, 
Benewah County District Library, Caldwell Public Library, Cascade Public Library, Jefferson County District 
Library, Gooding District Library, Hansen District Library, Lewiston City Library, Oneida District Library, 
Rockland Community/School Library, and West Bonner District Library. 

Here is a summary of the projects that will be implemented in 2022-2023: 

Continue reading…  

Plan for the next round of grants: 
Do you have an idea for a kindergarten readiness program, project, or service? The best way to prepare 
to apply for a 2023-2024 Kindergarten Readiness grant is to work through our community needs 
assessment tool, which we call our “Kindergarten Readiness Challenge.” This toolkit will help you identify 
assets, partners, and need in your area, and help you determine the best way to use grant funds to meet 
those needs. 

The 2023-2024 application will be open in the spring and is due August 31, 2023. You can find more 
information about the grant requirements and spending eligibility at 
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/kinder-grant/.  

For questions or to brainstorm possible grant projects, contact Staci Shaw.  

CE news you can use 
Have you heard of the CE Digest newsletter? You can get weekly updates on upcoming free CE 
opportunities for Idaho library workers by subscribing to the CE Digest newsletter here. For a preview of 
what the newsletter looks like or more information, visit this page. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Did you know the ICfL will cover the cost of online continuing education courses or webinars through 
InfoPeople, Library Juice, and Amigos? It’s true! If there’s an online course or webinar from these 
providers you’d like to take, you can apply for access by completing the corresponding Course Access 
Request Form accessible from this page. To qualify for future CE funds for online learning students must 
complete the follow-up survey and apply to access the course at least 15 days in advance.  

https://libraries.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/Kindergarten-Readiness-Challenge-Final-Draft-Fillable-Form.pdf
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/kinder-grant/
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov
http://eepurl.com/g0HMzz
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/ce-digest/
https://infopeople.org/training
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/courses.php
https://www.amigos.org/continuing_education
https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/
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Below are a few upcoming online courses that you might be able to squeeze into your very busy 
schedule! 

Zines for Critical Reflection and Pedagogy (Library Juice Academy), January 2 – February 12, 2023 
This course is for anyone who is interested in learning more about zines. During the six weeks, students 
will learn about zines through the lenses of critical pedagogy and social justice. Students will not only 
read zines each week but make a finished zine for their final project. Students will delve into case studies, 
ethics and considerations, how to start a zine collection at your institution, and how to incorporate zines 
into your teaching, whether it is an entire course or a one-time class. Each week will consist of 
presentations, readings, and assignments that will support learners in developing their own zine 
programming or instruction session. No previous knowledge of or experience with zines requested, and 
folks from all kinds of institutions are welcome. All required readings will be provided. Learning 
outcomes: Participants will be introduced to a history of zines, zine making, and radical/independent 
publishing; Participants will be introduced to DIY (do-it-yourself) zine creation and publication so that 
they can teach others how to make zines; Participants will gain insight into how different disciplines 
incorporate zines into their teaching as well as ethical and reflective consideration. 

• Details & course overview 
• Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)  

Creating Inclusive Storytime Programs (Library Juice Academy), January 2 – 29, 2023 
In this class, participants will learn how to create both high-energy and low-energy storytimes to meet 
the sensory, social-emotional, physical, and cognitive needs of children who have special needs. Class 
content will include strategies for reaching out to families who may struggle with attending traditional 
storytime programs, as well as best practices for promoting sensory storytimes in a socially and culturally 
sensitive way. 

• Details & course overview 
• Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)  

Let It Go: Weeding Your Library’s Collection (Amigos Library Services), January 17 & 19, 2023 
Weeding the library’s collection is a vital piece of collection development because it provides a more 
accessible and attractive collection to patrons. Gain techniques for collection assessment, evaluation 
criteria, weeding policies, and best practices for weeding the collection. Provide effective communication 
about the process to staff and patrons. 

• Details & course overview 
• Course access request form (Amigos Library Services) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The ICfL is making virtual conferencing equipment available for library staff in Idaho. Through a simple 
application, eligible Idaho libraries can receive a webcam and/or headset at no cost. Publicly funded 
public, school, academic, and special libraries are eligible. The virtual conference kits are for library staff 
to participate remotely in ICfL-sponsored continuing education activities, trainings, or other virtual 
learning and collaboration opportunities.  

https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/285-zines-for-critical-reflection-and-pedagogy/?attribute_pa_session=2023-01-jan
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/175-creating-inclusive-storytime-programs/?attribute_pa_session=2023-01-jan
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
https://www.amigos.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=1857
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/amigos---course-access-request
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The virtual conference kits are available on a first-come, first-served basis to applicants who can show a 
need for them. The brief application may be accessed here. If approved, the virtual conference kit will be 
mailed to the applicant library. 

LibraryCon Live! 2022 
Join Library Journal and School Library Journal on November 17 for the sixth 
annual LibraryCon Live! It will be an exciting, day-long celebration of 
fandom, spotlighting genre fiction for adults and teens, with panels 
devoted to comics and graphic novels, horror, sf/fantasy, and more. In 
addition to panels and keynotes, there will be fast-track learning sessions 
hosted by librarians and studio spotlights focusing on visual artists. 

 

Diversity in Action 

Sensory Friendly Programming Support 
For Idaho libraries offering or wanting to offer sensory friendly programing or services, there are 
resources out there to support you: 

 The Sensory Friendly Inclusive Group of Rhode Island seeks to empower librarians to better serve 
individuals of all ages and backgrounds who are neurodiverse or on the autism spectrum, and 
their families, by expanding programming, outreach, partnerships, and resources that welcome all 
abilities. Idaho librarians seeking to learn more about sensory friendly programming can join the 
group too or glean info from their group blog. Visit the Sensory Friendly Inclusive Group blog or 
join in on a meeting. To learn more, contact Maria Cotto at mcotto@pawtucketlibrary.org. 

 El Dorado County (CA) Library has developed an extensive manual to guide library staff as they 
work to incorporate supportive resources in their library. The foreword in the manual, by El 
Dorado Branch Manager Carolyn Brooks, provides an extensive research and background chapter 
about sensory processing needs. The manual also provides several sensory storytime program 
outlines and activity templates. Check it out: “SenseSational Storytime Manual.” 

Library Services to Underserved Children and Their Caregivers Toolkits 
The 2020-21 Library Service to Underserved Children and Their Caregivers (LSUCTC) committee devoted 
its service year to creating a vibrant, dynamic toolkit that provides up-to-date resources for working with 
marginalized populations. Each section of the toolkit provides professional and leisure reading 
recommendations, support for programming, and materials for families. 

Libraries can find the section topics and ALSC blog posts which introduce each toolkit topic here: 

 Access to Technology 

    
    
    
   
    
    
       

   
      
   
    
    

  

 

 

https://form.jotform.com/icfl/virtual-conference-kit-application
https://vshow.on24.com/vshow/LibraryCon111722/registration/20242
https://risensoryfriendlyinclusivegroup.blogspot.com/
mailto:mcotto@pawtucketlibrary.org
https://www.eldoradolibrary.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/SenseSational-Storytime-Manual.pdf
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2021/02/new-toolkit-to-address-technology-accessibility/
https://www.libraryjournal.com/event/librarycon-2022
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 Autism and Sensory Processing Disorders 
 Children with Print Disabilities 
 Financial Insecurity and Homelessness 
 New Americans 
 Spanish Speaking Populations 

The complete toolkit for each section can be found on this Google Drive. 

Cultivating Affirmation and Belonging for LGBTQIA+ Youth 
The Collaborative Summer Library Program’s Inclusion Committee is proud to announce their 2022 
annual online training session, “Cultivating Affirmation and Belonging for LGBTQIA+ Youth.” This 
webinar is on Tuesday, November 22 at 12:00 p.m. MT (2:00 p.m. ET). Registration will open on 
Monday, November 14, 2022, at www.CSLPreads.org, and the webinar will be recorded and posted.  

The presenter of this webinar will be Amanda Erickson, Director of Education and Outreach at 
Kaleidoscope Youth Center, in Columbus. Many who attended the online Take 5 events in 2020 or 2021 
had the opportunity to hear Amanda share her wisdom and passion about supporting LGBTQIA+ youth. 
Committee members are “thrilled that Amanda has this national platform to connect with library workers 
and help them improve the general climate of libraries and summer reading programs through various 
strategies from simple word choice to organizational policy change.” 

 

STEAM 

Share Your STEM Expertise and Get Paid 
The application for strand providers for the 2023 i-STEM Institutes is now open. i-STEM Institutes are 
amazing four-day professional development opportunities offered to educators across the state in June 
2023. Needed are educators with expertise in all areas of STEM who are willing to share their passion 
with fellow educators to lead strands at one of six different locations. These strands are for informal and 
formal pre-K-12 educators -- so the options are wide open.  

Exciting changes this year include raising the strand provider stipend to $2,000, the assistant stipend to 
$750, and the kit resource funds to $300. The strand provider application is open until December 1, and 
you can find that HERE. 

Find out more specific information about i-STEM HERE.  

If you have questions, email istem@stem.idaho.gov or katie.boschwilson@stem.idaho.gov. 

https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2020/08/toolkit-autism-and-sensory-processing-disorders/
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2021/04/children-with-print-disabilities/
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2020/10/new-toolkit-to-help-youth-experiencing-financial-insecurity-and-homelessness/
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2022/06/new-americans-toolkit-intentional-programming/
https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2020/12/toolkit-spanish-speaking-populations/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/16zjWjKxo5tKLCLjNfpKyQEs9gG_wU4XN
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/mgp7CW60KqUPRN8NI6uapi?domain=cslpreads.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/2el9CYEmY5UNEjXjh9KlTN?domain=cslpreads.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/v_SyCZ6nG0UDrXYXCy0N7a?domain=kycohio.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/nDUrCkRLj7frDVZxF2mG8R?domain=stem.idaho.gov/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Ck6iClYgk7IAWJDQt9lJWl?domain=stem.idaho.gov/
mailto:istem@stem.idaho.gov
mailto:katie.boschwilson@stem.idaho.gov
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Need an Easy STEM Program? Try Girls Who Code 
Now’s the time to start or renew a Girls Who Code Club with extra 
benefits through our partnership! Don’t worry, there’s minimal 
prep time needed, and no prior coding experience required to 
facilitate your Club because Girls Who Code has got your back! 
Sign up here to gain free access to 120+ hours of turnkey 
computer science curriculum, training, and support, and even the 
opportunity to earn T-shirts, notebooks, and stickers for your Club members. Make sure to list the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries as your community partner on the last page of the application to get even more 
support and swag for your Club!  

Plan Ahead for Computer Science Education Week 
Computer Science Education Week (CSEdWeek) is Dec. 5-11. This is a great time for everyone of all ages 
to try at least one hour of computer science activities. During CSEdWeek, everyone is encouraged to 
complete at least one hour of code (HOC) or some type of CS activity! More details here. 

STEM Storytime in a Box registration is officially open. This program will be filled on a first-come, first-
served basis and will be open until filled.  

Visit idahoptv.org to register.  

STEM Storytime in a Box 
Idaho Public Television (IPTV) and Idaho 
Commission for Libraries (ICfL) have 
partnered to create a program for library 
staff and early childhood professionals to 
increase their early STEM knowledge. With 
funding provided by Idaho STEM Action 
Center and support from Project Learning 
Tree and Ready! For Kindergarten, 
participants will receive training and 
resources to integrate early STEM into 
storytime activities.  
 
This program will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis and will be open until filled. 
 
How does it work?  
 

• Participants are required to take two online self-paced courses to increase their STEM knowledge. 
Each course is about an hour long and is available for free through Idaho STARS and ICfL’s Niche 
Academy:  

o Countdown to Coding -- Must be completed before registering for a box 
o Early STEM: an Introduction -- Must be completed before December 15.  

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/1cwmCPNEKQCKkOk6C19Kts?domain=t.yesware.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/czq_ClYgk7I2xPBmtGK_U8f?domain=idaho.us12.list-manage.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/4sVMCmZj0yUjzPm8uG0p6tb?domain=idaho.us12.list-manage.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/5cxWCG6rX8U0NW4lFKhoCK?domain=idahoptv.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6g64CJ6xKQU1WpwzHGRgCT?domain=rise.idahostars.org/
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/TXq5CKry7QCBy8Wwc3YRyO?domain=my.nicheacademy.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/TXq5CKry7QCBy8Wwc3YRyO?domain=my.nicheacademy.com
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• Participants register to receive a STEM Storytime in a Box kit and agree to host storytimes using 
STEM concepts and materials in their communities. 1 box per facility.  

• Participants agree to participate in a virtual community of practice to share their ideas with 
colleagues and continue to learn and develop as STEM educators by attending virtual meetings (or 
watching recordings)  

o December 7- Early STEM Community 
o January 4 - READY! For Math Resources with Adrian Amo from IAEYC 
o February 1 - STEM Outside with Michelle Youngquist from Project Learning Tree 

• Participants submit an evaluation of their experience with the Early STEM in a Box program six 
months after receiving a box.  

 
Ready to register? Visit IPTV’s website > https://www.idahoptv.org/education/communities/storytime/  
 

Book Look 

Can’t wait to get our hands on the next installments of our favorite series! 
Young Adult 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle Grade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legendborn #2  

 

Arc of a Scythe #3.5 The Queen’s Thief   
Companion to the series 

She-Hulk #7 & #8 Ranger’s Apprentice: 
The Royal Ranger #6  

Keeper of Lost Cities 
#9 

Once Upon a Tim #2 Myrtle Hardcastle 
Mysteries #4 

Brotherband Chronicles 
#9 

City Spies #4 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/5cxWCG6rX8U0NW4lFKhoCK?domain=idahoptv.org/
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And for a little November reading fun for grown-up librarians 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci, Kristina, Jeannie 
or Jennifer and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries retains sole discretion with regard to the content of this newsletter, and reserves the right to edit, modify, or delete 
content. Advertising will not be accepted. Permission to reproduce information in this newsletter is granted to other nonprofit organizations, so long as credit 
is given to the author and source, except for items which are reprinted from other sources and are protected by copyright. The Idaho Commission for Libraries 
is not responsible for the contents of any linked sites or any link contained within a linked site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscribe and Unsubscribe 
Information: 
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and 
enter your email address to subscribe. If you 
would like to unsubscribe, simply click on 
the unsubscribe link in the bottom of the 
email. 

 Contact Information 
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me 
Program. To contribute or provide 
suggestions, contact Staci, Kristina, Jeannie or 
Jennifer at 208-334-2150 or 1-800-458-
3271 

 

 
 

#7 and conclusion of the 
Mistborn Saga  

#29 in the never-ending 
Stephanie Plum series 

Cormoran Strike #6 Thursday Murder Club 
#3 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
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