
Welcome             By Kristina Taylor  

‘Tis the Season to… 

We’ve treated the Captain Marvels and the 

Catboys, the Princess Jasmines and Black 

Panthers, the Incredibles and the 

Avengers, the ghosts, goblins and ghouls 

and the incredibly cute, plump chicken 

babies ?!?…now it’s time to tuck into 

those early, dark evenings with an extra blanket and put on 

our thinking caps. Winter is the time for libraries to plan their 

next ambitious program or outreach 

event, design their next Summer 

Reading spectacular, apply for grants 

or reach out to local businesses for that 

sponsorship support you’ve been 

meaning to solidify. We rejuvenate and 

gather new ideas from our favorite 

library blog, newsletter or Pinterest 

inspirer. We hope you find some 

motivation in this November issue of 

the Scoop.  

Library to 

library 

Platform 9¾ at Idaho School 

for the Deaf & Blind  

On Thursday, October 31, students at 

the Idaho School for the Deaf and the 

Blind (ISDB) were able to make the dash 
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onto Platform 9 ¾ to enter another dimension. Thanks to the supernatural 

abilities of Sharyln Jackson, the school’s librarian, ISDB’s students found what 

is usually their library transformed into the wizarding world of one Harry 

Potter, lighted by candles that float and closely watched by a dementor on the 

lookout for those not in the Halloween spirit.  

Students stopped in at Ollivanders in Diagon 

Alley, where each was chosen by just the right 

wand, which was theirs to keep. Honeydukes in 

Hogsmeade had complimentary sweets on offer 

and all enjoyed butterbeer, cauldron cakes, 

chocolate frogs, and pumpkin pasties. Among 

the guests were a patronus; Hagrid’s friend, 

Aragog; and The Monster Book of Monsters. After being sorted into their 

houses by Godric Gryffindor’s hat, there were spirited games of Quidditch, 

Pin the Nose on Voldemort, and glimpses into the pensieve. Hagrid himself, 

Keeper of Keys and Grounds at Hogwarts, was also on hand to greet the 

revelers. 

Miss Shar, as she is known to her students, has made Halloween at Hogwarts 

an annual event, eagerly awaited by students. She explains that ISDB is 

Hogwarts for the students, a place where they are not different and can make 

friends and learn and grow together. It is all about community and celebrating 

one another.  

A thank you goes out to SW Field Consultant Kevin Tomlinson and School 

Library Consultant Jeannie Standal for the photos. While attending the event, 

Sharlyn offered to share her sources for all her Harry Potter inspired activities - 

see the links provided in the “School Zone” in this issue of the Scoop.         

Great job Shar!  

Young Adult corner 

Teens’ Top Ten announced by YALSA 

The 2019 Teens' Top Ten list has been announced: 

1. #MurderTrending by Gretchen McNeil. Freeform Books/Disney Book Group. 
9781368010023. 
2. Wildcard by Marie Lu. G.P. Putnam's Sons Books for Young Readers/Penguin 
Random House. 9780399547997. 
3. The Cruel Prince by Holly Black. Little, Brown Books for Young 
Readers/Hachette Book Group. 9780316310277. 



The Scoop Newsletter 3 

 
 

4. Thunderhead by Neal Shusterman. Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers/ Simon & 
Schuster. 9781978614306. 

5. Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi. Henry Holt Books for Young 
Readers/Macmillan. 9781250170972. 

6. The Prince and the Dressmaker by Jen Wang. First Second/Macmillan. 9781250159854. 
7. American Panda by Gloria Chao. Simon Pulse/Simon & Schuster. 9781481499101. 
8. Batman: Nightwalker by Marie Lu. Random House Children’s Books/Penguin Random House. 

9780399549809. 
9. Speak: The Graphic Novel by Laurie Halse Anderson and Emily Carroll. Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux/Macmillan. 978037430028 
10. The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo. Harper Teen/Harper Collins. 9780062662804. 

Did your favorites make the cut? You can find the full annotated list of winners and the announcement 

video on the Teens' Top Ten site:  

 

Innovation in Teen Services Award 

Established in 2018, this annual $500 award is funded by Friends of YALSA (FOY). It aims to recognize a 
member who has brought a new idea to life through their library that has benefited the teens in their 
community. Whether that idea is big or small, the innovation has made a positive impact on the 
community and illustrates YALSA’s vision for teen services as outlined in the report: “The Future of Library 
Services for and with Teens: A Call to Action” and “Teen Services Competencies for Library Staff.” 

The award will recognize a member who has demonstrated a commitment to creating innovative library 

services for and with the teens in their community. Innovation includes leveraging creative thinking, 

problem solving, and/or identifying novel solutions to challenges.  Innovation often involves risk-taking, 

as well. Apply by December 1 of each year. 

 

YALSA Members Only Webinars 

Did you know you can access ALL of YALSA’s members-only webinars for free? Just email Jennifer and 

she will send you an exclusive link to each month’s webinar. This month’s is: 

Exploring Computational Thinking Through Puzzles and Games 

Thursday, Nov. 14th, Noon (MST) 

Explore how to reinforce computational thinking (CT) among youth through tabletop gaming and logic 

puzzles. This session will define computational thinking and provide recreational strategies for helping 

youth understand and develop CT skills. 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/sites/ala.org.yalsa/files/content/2019%20Teens%27%20Top%20Ten%20Official%20Titles.pdf
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/givetoyalsa/foy
http://www.ala.org/yaforum/future-library-services-and-teens-project-report
http://www.ala.org/yaforum/future-library-services-and-teens-project-report
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/guidelines/yacompetencies
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/t2S7mMe14b01Te63
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/teenstopten
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/innovation-teen-services-award
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Transforming Teen Services – Professional Development Opportunity 

YALSA and COSLA (the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies) have partnered to develop a series of 

facilitated trainings to help improve teen services at public libraries. Over the next year, ICfL will offer 

several opportunities for teen services staff to improve their knowledge in the areas of computational 

thinking, connected learning, the stages of tween/teen development and facilitating teen programs. Stay 

tuned for more details and reach out to Jennifer if you have any questions or suggestions.   

Kindergarten Ready corner 

Talking is Teaching – Themed Content downloads 

Parent and caregiver resources curated by child-friendly themes.  

We just discovered these themed content bundles from Talking is 

Teaching, curated resources for parents and caregivers. The bundles 

include: book recommendations, posters, parent tip sheets, social 

media posts, and more and are all designed to build children’s early 

brain and language development through talking, reading, and 

singing. Each bundle is based on a specific child-friendly theme (like 

feelings, water, cars, or shapes) that families can use to talk, read, and sing together anytime, anywhere. 

Consider incorporating pieces of this themed content into your 

children’s area or your pre-K check out kits for families to 

explore at home.  

Sign up and receive new bundles emailed monthly: 

  

Laundromat Literacy Anyone? 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries is seeking out any Idaho public libraries who are implementing any 

version of “laundromat literacy” – literacy programming 

that reaches families, caregivers and children where they 

already are – the laundromat.  

If you are gearing up to or are currently offering any 

literacy outreach of this nature in your community, we’d 

love to talk with you. Please contact Kristina Taylor via 

email or phone (208-334-2150) anytime. Thanks!  

 

mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
https://talkingisteaching.org/about
https://talkingisteaching.org/about
https://americanlibrariesmagazine.org/2019/05/01/front-loading-literacy-laundromat-storytime/
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
https://talkingisteaching.org/bundles
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School zone 

IBOB and School Library News for Holiday Shoppers 

There are not one, but two opportunities to help Idaho’s students with holiday shopping this season at 

Barnes & Noble: 

November 23-29 (including Black Friday!) is the bookfair that benefits Idaho’s 

elementary school libraries! Mention that you support Idaho’s school libraries when 

you pay for your purchase or, even better, present this voucher! This will work at any 

store, even online!  If you happen to be shopping in the Boise store, another option 

is to donate to the book drive. Just purchase a book that would be appropriate for 

an elementary school library and let the sales associate know that you’d like to donate it to the drive.  

Easy! 

December 7th is Educator Day and Barnes & Noble is supporting Idaho Battle of the 

Books (IBOB) on that day! Anyone who buys Idaho Battle of the Books titles on that 

day will receive 25% off.  Larger orders may get larger discounts!  

Present this voucher to have a portion of your purchase on December 7th, 2019 

support Idaho Battle of the Books in Region 3!  

There are several book sellers supporting IBOB. Be sure to check with your book 

vendors about deals and discounts on IBOB titles! 

Reminder for Summer Summit 2019 Participants: 

Remember during the Mini-Make It portion of the program, there were a few extra things to do?  Here 

they are: 

The End of Program Report Requirements include: 

1.       Participate in ONE of the online viewing and  

sharing sessions in January via Zoom; 

■        Optional Q&A session 

Thursday, November 7, 2019 at 3:00pm MST/2:00pm PST  

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/770552096 

■        Monday, January 13, 2020 at 8:00am MST/7:00am PST 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/497089863 

■        Thursday, January 16, 2020 at 2:00pm MST/1:00pm PST 

Join Zoom Meeting at: https://zoom.us/j/787776527 

2.       Create a book trailer for a book in your library’s collection 

3.       Share book trailer (i.e. on a library website, school Facebook page, YouTube, school 

video announcements) 

file://///LIB297253/nmcd/com/Grnts/OTHGRNTS/WkProg/Idaho%20Lottery%20Bucks%20for%20Books/2019-2020/Barnes%20&%20Noble%20Fair%20and%20Book%20Drive/ID%20Lottery%20.%20ID%20Commission%20for%20Libraries%20Nov%2023-29%202019.pdf
../../../../OthSvr/SchoolSrvs/WkProg/IBOB/BN%20Bookfair%20Voucher%20Dec%207%202019.pdf
https://zoom.us/j/770552096
https://zoom.us/j/497089863
https://zoom.us/j/787776527
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4.       If not shared publicly, provide ICfL staff access to book trailer 

Complete end-of-program evaluation by January 31, 2020, which will be available at the Zoom 

Meetings. 

Bullying Prevention Resource: 

Student Training and Education in Public Service (STEPS) provides an easy-to-navigate website that 

includes advice about identifying and helping someone who is being bullied. It also has some helpful 

career information for those who’d like to work in public service industries. 

Low Hanging Fruit 

This year is the 75th Anniversary of the classic movie, The Wizard of Oz! Even if you aren’t in Kansas, 

check out this month’s issue at https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/. 

November’s Nonfiction Book of the Month 

Isn’t really nonfiction. We are taking a look at some of the adaptations for different 

ages of the Wizard of Oz. NFBOTM is taking a break from nonfiction this November 

and looking at all things Oz at https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-

book-month/. 

Upcoming Events 

Idaho Family Reading Week – don’t forget the photos and summary reports! 

As of October 15th, all Family 

Reading Week materials for the 100 

registered libraries have been 

mailed out to each library. Any 

libraries who were not able to 

register, please remember there are 

plenty of free resources available on 

the FRW page of the ICfL website 

including: downloadable art, 

activity templates, storytime outlines, button making activities, trivia, parent handouts, and more. 

Please send me any great FRW event photos (either of kids with parent permissions or omitting children’s 

faces) and a short blurb about how your event went, and I’ll add it to next month’s issue of The Scoop. 

Email me here. 

https://www.publicservicedegrees.org/resources/bullying-prevention/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
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Registered FRW libraries, don’t forget! Program summary reports are due by December 15, 2019, and 

can be found on our webpage:  

  

Holidays Approach – don’t forget about Outreach for Underserved Children  

The Outreach for Underserved Children program provides resources to enhance public library outreach 

visits, reaching those children who cannot get to their local library and increasing the number of families 

with access to books in their homes throughout the year. As the holidays roll in, don’t forget to submit a 

request for a special outreach event to serve the children in your community with the greatest need, 

especially this time of year.  

The program application is open August 15 – June 15 each year.  

Read through the updated requirements and revised request limits on the program webpage: 

 

Tips and tools 
“Autism Welcome Here: Library Programs, Services and More” Grant 

Are you thinking about starting a new program or service at your library for children, teens, or adults 

with autism? Or perhaps you would like to expand on an existing program or service if you had more 

funding?  

Did you know that many of the adaptations and materials you would provide for someone with autism 

are also inclusive of those with other neurodevelopmental needs or developmental delays, such as ADHD 

or Down syndrome?  

Consider applying for the “Autism Welcome Here: Library Programs, Services and More” grant. Looking 

for ideas? Check out previous grant winners here. Applications are now being accepted through 

December 2, 2019. 

 

http://www.librariesandautism.org/grant/GrantWinners.htm
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/idaho-family-reading-week/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/underserved-program/
http://www.librariesandautism.org/grant
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Story Time from Space – one of the coolest story times out there! 

 

Imagine astronauts on the International Space 

Station reading stories to and conducting science 

experiments for the children of Earth as the world 

rotates below. Imagine no more…it’s Story Time 

from Space! Story Time from Space is a project of 

the Global Space Education Foundation, a 

501(c)(3) nonprofit education foundation. 

This month’s story time 

is A Moon of My Own by Jennifer Rustgi, illustrated by Ashley White, and read 

by U.S. astronaut Dr. Serena Auñón-Chencellor from the airlock of the space 

station. Check it out – it is very cool! 

There are currently over 16 recordings of previous recorded story times from 

space – check out the directory: 

 

summer reading news 

ICfL Support for Summer Reading Programs 

The ICfL encourages libraries to host summer reading programs in order to keep children reading and 

learning throughout the summer months and supports libraries’ summer programming by providing 1) 

membership in the Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) for all Idaho public libraries. 

Membership allows library staff to access resources on its website, www.cslpreads.org. Sign up for your 

free username and password if you haven’t done so. 

2) a CSLP summer reading program manual and 3) a few posters to help promote the library’s summer 

program (see below). 

4) Outreach to Underserved Children: In order to reach those children who have limited access to books 

and learning activities during the summer, the ICfL encourages libraries to schedule some outreach events 

and/or programs somewhere in the community where children and families can more easily access those 

library services. Libraries can apply for paperback books to hand out to underserved children and teens 

through its Outreach to Underserved Children program. Learn more here: 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/underserved-program/.  

The ICfL is no longer offering former outreach programs “School Partnerships” and “Parent Outreach.”  

https://storytimefromspace.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/GSEF-.jpeg
https://storytimefromspace.com/a-moon-of-my-own-2/
http://www.cslpreads.org/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/underserved-program/
https://storytimefromspace.com/library/
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More in-depth information will be provided in the December issue of The Scoop…  

CSLP Summer Reading Program Manuals for 2020… 

…are coming soon to your library! If you are attending the Read to Me Rendezvous in Boise on 

November 6 – 7, 2019, you will pick up your manual there. All other manuals will be shipped. Your 

package is in a white envelope with a label that says “Open Immediately” and includes: the format of the 

manual you chose back in June, a cover letter (please read this!), a flyer about ordering your free posters, 

instructions to access your manual online, and CSLP incentive catalogs. If you did not specify a format 

when the announcement was made last May/June, you will receive a USB. The USB contains every page 

of the manual, along with all the artwork.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer reading program manuals are provided by ICfL to public Idaho libraries through funding from 

the Library Science and Technology Act (LSTA). 

Free CSLP Posters: 

The ICfL utilizes LSTA funds to provide up to four CSLP summer reading posters for each library, to help 

promote your summer reading program. 

The slogan for 2020 is “Imagine Your Story!” To choose your library’s four posters, go to 

www.jotform.com/icfl/cslp-poster-requests-2020-idaho and make your selections by December 6.  

http://www.jotform.com/icfl/cslp-poster-requests-2020-idaho
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If your library does not make its choices, one of each age group poster will automatically be provided for 

you. If your library does not wish to receive posters, please go the link above and let us know that. 

Featured: 
Baby Doll Storytime and Social Emotional Learning 

Article excerpt from October 2019 issue of the Cardigan Newsletter (by Katherine)  

 

“I’m a part of a few online groups for preschool and Pre-K educators 

which is how I learned about Baby Doll Circle Time: a curriculum for 

young children to develop social and emotional skills. Developed by Dr. 

Becky Bailey, Baby Doll Circle Time uses baby dolls to help children 

practice SEL skills such as listening, consoling, naming feelings, bonding, 

and caregiving.  I described it to parents like this: “imagine baby story 

time but you aren’t doing the activities with your kids, your kid is doing 

the activities with their doll, such as songs, lapbounces, and fingerplays.” 

I immediately knew this was something I wanted to adapt for the library, 

so I bought the curriculum guide and watched the accompanying DVD.  

Since the program is intended for 10-minute daily use in a childcare or early childhood education center, 

I took several steps to modify it for a library program: 

• Add two read-aloud books 

• Borrow scarf songs from story time so children could do the scarf activity with their doll  

• Add extra fingerplays and lapbounces, again borrowed from story time so children would be 

familiar with them  

• Add a craft at the end 

This extended the program to 40 minutes. I also renamed it “Baby doll Storytime” since Baby Doll Circle 

Time is trademarked, and I haven’t been through the formal training. I am sure to credit Dr. Bailey in the 

program description online. The program is offered once a month, and I limit registration to 12 kids. I 

purchased 12 ethnically diverse baby dolls and swaddling blankets. Each month focuses on a different 

mhtml:file://C:/Users/kristina.taylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/D7MSMR40/email%20(002).mht!https://twitter.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15178d76820859c0c7d0dca2c&id=c3225e48aa&e=90e2982ac1
mhtml:file://C:/Users/kristina.taylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/D7MSMR40/email%20(002).mht!https://twitter.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15178d76820859c0c7d0dca2c&id=e29fc85dba&e=90e2982ac1
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caregiving skill, such as feeding, bathing, putting on a band aid, so there can be some extra 

miscellaneous costs.  

First of all, this program is devastatingly cute. Second, it was beautiful to watch children care for their 

dolls. They were so gentle comforting their doll when it cried and talking about how it feels when they’re 

scared. I could directly see the benefits of offering this program: children practice naming feelings, they 

learn how to comfort someone who is sad, and feel empowered in the ability to care and support for 

another person.  

Here is my planning sheet for a Baby Doll Storytime. Feel free to use and modify and e-mail me at 

thecardigannewsletter@gmail.com if you have any questions!” (by Katherine, from October 2019 issue 

of the Cardigan Newsletter.) 

Learn more or obtain the curriculum:  

 

CE news you can use 
By Tammy Hawley-House, former CE Consultant 

Learn “How to Manage Volunteers with No Time” – an Infopeople webinar - Nov. 18, 12:30 PM MST/ 

11:30 AM PST. Attendees of this webinar will learn techniques on managing a volunteer program with 

limited time. This includes delegating volunteer management tasks to colleagues and other volunteers, 

taking advantage of resources to develop your library’s volunteer program, advocating for your 

volunteers, and setting them up for success at your library.  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xfkwka7ab&oeidk=a07egj1oj96c9975614

  
 

Eliminating Fines: A win-win for your library and community - an Infopeople webinar - Nov. 20, 1:00 PM 

MST/12:00 PM PST. In this webinar, you will discover why these reasons are old fashioned, incorrect 

notions that create a barrier for many people. You will hear how eliminating fines can lead to an increase 

in library use and circulation, with no negative effects. Presenters Beth Crist and Meg DePriest will review 

the research and results from the growing number of libraries across the country that have ditched late 

fines and coaxed new and former users to their doors. They will discuss how to gather your libraries’ data 

and patron stories to create advocacy tools. They will share talking points, tips, and an advocacy tool you 

can use to build a case to eliminate fines in your library. It’s a win-win for your library and community! 

  
 

Low-Tech and No-Tech STEM. A Teacher’s First webinar - Nov. 26 5:00 PM MST/ 4:00 PM PST.  

STEM is a necessary component in all classrooms today. As educators, we need to find ways to reach all 

students and help them to better understand the topics within STEM (science, technology, engineering, 

and math). In this session we will share a few no-tech and low-tech STEM activities, for those educators 

mhtml:file://C:/Users/kristina.taylor/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/D7MSMR40/email%20(002).mht!https://twitter.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=15178d76820859c0c7d0dca2c&id=635aee40fb&e=90e2982ac1
https://consciousdiscipline.com/free-resources/shubert/sophies-classroom/baby-doll-circle-time/
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xfkwka7ab&oeidk=a07egj1oj96c9975614
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1655701086636364043
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with limited tech options or simply looking for a no-tech or low-tech STEM lesson. Management is key in 

any classroom, but when working in cooperative groups, it is imperative. During the session, we will 

reflect on the activity suggestions and discuss possible management concerns. 

  

Diversity in Action 

Read Across America – Book calendar helps students find common ground…  

Every year Read Across America produces a calendar filled with diverse books and correlating teaching 

guides and makes this calendar available for free. Books and discussion can help to break down 

preconceived ideas and stereotypes. Get students reading, talking, laughing, and sharing to build a 

community where they all feel seen, heard, and validated. 

Download your digital copy or order your print copy for free today: 

 

…and more resources from Read Across America/NEA 

Read Across America also has a great webpage dedicated to helping educators find free print and online 

books for children in the classroom. See the full list of ideas and options here: 

 

Read Across America/the National Education Association (NEA) recommends book lists regularly. Use 

these lists from NEA and Colorín Colorado to connect children and their families to diverse books, 

languages, and cultures and spread the joy of reading. NEA lists are created on WorldCat, the world's 

largest network of library content, to help you find these titles in your local library. 

• Library to Library 

• Young Adult Corner 

• School  Zone 

• Upcoming Events 

• Tips and Tools 

• Summer Reading News 

• Feature: A closer look at pioneer 

community center storytimes 

• CE News You Can Use 

• Multicultural Connection 

• Know the Number 

• STEM is Everywhere 

  

 

 

https://events-na8.adobeconnect.com/content/connect/c1/1116418017/en/events/event/shared/1127345348/event_landing.html?sco-id=2667402122
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/2019-2020-calendar/
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/free-books-for-kids-classrooms/
file:///C:/Users/staci.shaw/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/HIX24P0Y/libraries.idaho.gov
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know the numbers 

Time to Celebrate Summer Reading Impact 

In the summer of 2019, 142 Idaho public libraries served 50,882 children and teens through in-house 

programming and 53,758 children and teens through outreach programming – that’s 104,640 

participants served this summer with literacy-rich activities! 82 of the libraries tracked how many of their 

participants read either 10 hours or 10 books (10/10) – of these participants, 11,820 children and teens 

read 10/10.      

Way to go library staff – thank you for all your hard work! 

STEaM 

Have You Heard of STEMIE? 

The STEMI2E2 Center is an organization that is 

focused on ensuring that children with disabilities 

can engage fully and benefit from high quality STEM teaching and learning. If you are looking for ways 

to improve inclusion at your library, their community may have some helpful resources for you. 

  

Book look 
Upcoming releases you don’t want to miss! 
 

Picture Books 
 

The Return of Thelma Unicorn, by Aaron Blabey (Dec. 26). Told in rhyming text, Thelma is a 

pony who created a big splash when she dressed up and posed as a unicorn, but she 

returned to her best friend Otis the donkey when fame proved to be stressful; now her 

many fans want her back.  

https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/
https://www.readacrossamerica.org/recommended-books/
https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/
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Freedom Soup, by Tami Charles (Dec. 10). Join the celebration in the kitchen as a family 

makes their traditional New Year's soup -- and shares the story of how Haitian independence 

came to be. (Starred reviews PW, SLJ) 

 

You Loves Ewe! (Yam and Donkey Book), by Cece Bell (Nov. 26). A side-splittingly funny 

picture book about a silly donkey, a cranky yam, and an irresistible ewe, packed with 

hilarious homonyms and the distinctive humor of Newbery Honoree Cece Bell. (Starred 

review K) 

 

Fry Bread, by Kevin Noble Maillard (Oct. 22). “This warm and charming book shows and 

affirms Native lives. The informational text and expressive drawings give it broad appeal." --

School Library Journal. (Starred reviews SLJ, K, PW, BL) 

 

Saturday, by Oga Mora (Oct. 22). When all of their special Saturday plans go awry, Ava and 

her mother still find a way to appreciate one another and their time together. (Starred 

Reviews SLJ, K, PW, BL, H) 

 

Middle Grade 
 

The Fowl Twins, by Eoin Colfer (Nov. 5). Eleven-year-old twins Miles and Beckett Fowl enjoy 

adventure and mayhem while helping a troll escape nefarious forces that want his magic. 

(Starred reviews PW, K) 

 

 

Allies, by Alan Gratz (Oct. 15). It is June 6, 1944, D-Day, and Dee Carpenter (true name 

Dietrich Zimmermann), an underage private in the United States Army, is headed for Omaha 

Beach, seeking revenge for his uncle. (Starred reviews PW, K, BL) 

 

Dear Sweet Pea, by Julie Murphy (Oct. 1). Thirteen-year-old Patricia, widely known as Sweet 

Pea, navigates her parents' unconventional divorce and finds herself in the unlikely role of her 

town's advice columnist.  “Dear Sweet Pea is a truly irresistible story about a family in flux, 

brimming with humor and heart."--Rebecca Stead. (Starred reviews PW, K, BL, SLJ) 
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Master of the Phantom Isle (Dragonwatch #3), by Brandon Mull (Oct. 1). As the evil Celebrant 

conquers more and more dragon sanctuaries, Kendra must raise an army of friends and allies 

on her own to fight him because her brother Seth and Bracken are missing.  

 

Non-Fiction 
Eclipse Chaser: Science in the Moon’s Shadow, by Ilima Loomis (Dec. 10). On August 21, 

2017, much of America stood still and looked up as a wide swath of the country 

experienced totality--a full solar eclipse. Even in areas outside the path of totality, people 

watched in awe as the moon cast its shadow on the sun. For most, this was simply a 

once-in-a-lifetime experience. Not so for Shadia Habbal, who travels the world in search 

of solar eclipses in order to study the sun's corona. 

Young Adult  
 

Call Down the Hawk, by Maggie Stiefvater (Nov. 5). "Richly written and filled with figurative 

language... this story of secrets and dreams, of brothers and of all-too-real magic is an 

absolute marvel of imagination and an irresistible invitation to wonder." – Booklist. (Starred 

reviews PW, K, BL, SLJ) 

 

The How and the Why, by Cynthia Hand (Nov. 5). "Beautifully rendered and superbly shaped. 

Hand has crafted an absorbing novel that focuses on family, friendship, teen pregnancy, 

adoption, personal choices, and serious health issues. Give this exquisite novel to readers 

seeking an emotionally intricate story."—Booklist. (Starred review BL) 

 

Supernova, by Marissa Meyer (Nov. 5). The epic conclusion to New York Times-bestselling 

author Meyer's thrilling Renegades Trilogy finds Nova and Adrian struggling to keep their 

secret identities concealed while the battle rages on between their alter egos, their allies, and 

their greatest fears come to life. (Starred review PW) 

The Toll, by Neal Shusterman (Nov. 5).  "Shusterman weaves together story lines of old and 

new characters to create an explosive series end... Fans of the first two books will be (and have 

been) clamoring for this finale. Get it to them as soon as possible."--School Library Journal 

(Starred Review SLJ) 

 

The Fountains of Silence, Ruta Sepetys (Oct. 1). "[Sepetys] tells a moving story made even more 

powerful by its placement in a lesser-known historical moment. Captivating, deft, and 

illuminating historical fiction." -- Booklist (Starred Reviews PW, K, BL, SLJ, Horn, etc.) 
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Ordinary Hazards: A Memoir, by Nikki Grimes (Oct. 8). In her own voice, acclaimed author and 

poet Nikki Grimes explores the truth of a harrowing childhood in a compelling and moving 

memoir in verse. (Starred Reviews PW, CCB BL, Horn) 

 

Non-Fiction 
 

Playlist: The Rebels and Revolutionaries of Sounds, by James Rhodes (Oct. 8). Open your 

mind to some of the most breathtaking and magnificent pieces of music ever created, and 

find out why the rebels and revolutionaries who wrote them are responsible for every track 

on your phone today. (Starred Reviews K, BL) 

 

Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci, Kristina, Jennifer or 

Jeannie and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries retains sole discretion with regard to the content of this newsletter, and reserves the right to edit, modify, or delete 

content. Advertising will not be accepted. Permission to reproduce information in this newsletter is granted to other nonprofit organizations, so long as credit 

is given to the author and source, except for items which are reprinted from other sources and are protected by copyright. The Idaho Commission for Libraries 

is not responsible for the contents of any linked sites or any link contained within a linked site.  

 

Subscribe and Unsubscribe 

Information: 
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and 

enter your email address to subscribe. If you 

would like to unsubscribe, simply click on 

the unsubscribe link in the bottom of the 

email. 

 Contact Information 
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho 

Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me 

Program. To contribute or provide 

suggestions, contact Staci, Kristina, Jennifer 
or Jeannie at 208-334-2150 or 1-800-458-

3271 
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