
Welcome             By Staci Shaw

 
 

Well, 2020 was certainly “one for the books,” and I don’t think 
anyone will be very sad to see it go. I Googled “notable events 
of 2020” and was reminded of so many terrible, horrible, no 
good very bad days over the past months; but instead of 
dwelling on all the bad stuff, I decided to make a list of new 
things I learned through perseverance this year:  
 
1. I learned the ins and outs of Zoom; especially how to aim 
my camera at just the right angle to hide piles of clutter and a 
double chin. 
2. I learned the value of elastic waistbands. 
3. I learned that you shouldn’t under-prove bread or over-bake 
sponges, that Baby Yoda/Grogu would certainly fail the 
marshmallow self-regulation test, that I suck at chess, and that 
Carol Baskin probably did it. 
4. I learned that no matter how many degrees I’ve earned, my 
17-yr-old knows EVERYTHING. 
5. I learned that librarians can solve almost any challenge in 
order to continue offering services to their patrons. 
6. I learned that sometimes you just have to do what you can 
do, and not stress about what you can’t. 
7. I learned that it’s ok to occasionally tell your family that it’s 
sandwich night and let them fend for themselves. 
8. Most importantly, I learned that the only way we’re going 
to get through all this is to be kind, have patience, and stick 
together. While eating chocolate.   
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Week are due by Dec. 15 
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Help us “Kick 2020 to the Curb-side!” 
Join ICfL and library staff throughout Idaho for a fun-filled 
Zoom chat to wrap up 2020!  

Wednesday, December 30, Noon MST/11 AM PST 
Join Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 967 2811 3266 
Passcode: 2020 

One tap mobile 
12532158782,,96728113266# US (Tacoma) 

Library to library 

Charming Chapters 
~ By Debbie Allen, Children’s Librarian, Lewiston City 
Library 

Not having the opportunity to offer in-house 
programming, we wanted something to offer our 
patrons that would keep them engaged, reading, and 
striving forward. Thus, “Charming Chapters GENRE 
QUEST” was born.  

Charming Chapters Genre Quest features a different genre each month and is a great way to challenge 
patrons to read outside their comfort zone. All ages are welcome to participate, so the entire family can 
join in on the challenge. Book displays and reading lists encourage exploration of titles in the genre of 
the month. Patrons just need to read a book from the featured genre, return it, and then they can collect 
a fun “charm” button. 

The following is the breakdown of each month’s genres: 

October: Fantasy/Horror/Paranormal  
November: Nonfiction 
December: Fairy Tales/Folklore   
January: Graphic Novel 

February: Romance  
March: Mystery 
April: Biography 
May: Readers’ Choice

So far, we have had great success with this new program in the library and at local schools. Three public 
schools and two private schools are having their fourth through sixth graders participate. Public school 
librarian Beth said, “The kids were so thrilled to earn their charms/buttons. One student said he was 
going to collect all eight buttons and wear them on his hat.”  

https://zoom.us/j/96728113266?pwd=LzJWRFd6VCtPMEk4ay9Bb2lNRTJudz09
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What is a charm you ask? It’s a 3-inch pin-backed button. We recently purchased a button making 
machine and it has been put to good use. Our Summer Associates whipped up the designs for the 
charms, and we’ve been busy cranking out hundreds and hundreds of buttons. We plan to do this again 
next year with different themed genres, as it has been so popular. “This program has been great, as it’s 
flexible during the fluctuating times we are experiencing because everything can be offered curbside,” 
stated Youth Services Librarian Colleen Olive.  

If other libraries are interested or have questions, contact Colleen Olive at 208.798.2525 ext. 8033 or 
colive@cityoflewiston.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tweens & Teens 

New Publication: Navigating Youth Media Practices 
The tween and teen years are critical as youth explore and 
begin to form their identities. With By/With/For Youth: 
Inspiring Next Gen Public Media Audiences, the Joan Ganz 
Cooney Center at Sesame Workshop and the Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting seek to more deeply understand the 
current media habits of tweens and teens in order to envision 
a future of public media that equips young people to 
participate and thrive in today’s complex world. 
 
To win over youth audiences, public media must first 
consider the entire landscape of media that is created by, 
with, and for young people. Authors Patrick Davison, Monica 
Bulger, and Mary Madden conducted an extensive review of 
literature of current youth media practices. They dive into 
YouTube and influencer culture, the blurring lines between 
consuming and creating content, and how youth use media 
to accomplish specific goals, and identify key areas that 
warrant further investigation by youth media researchers and 

mailto:colive@cityoflewiston.org
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public media stakeholders alike. 
 
This literature review is a precursor to the full report, which will represent the ideas of a diverse group of 
youth ages 10-17 whom our research team is currently interviewing about their media use and interests. 
We look forward to sharing these findings in early 2021.  

• Download the report: Navigating Youth Media Landscapes: Challenges and Opportunities for 
Public Media » 

• Blog post: Let’s Talk About Public Media and the Next Generation » 
• More about By/With/For Youth: Inspiring Next Gen Public Media Audience » 

Top 10 Things for Teens to do at the Library…According to a Teen 
Check out this blog post from the Boone County Public Library to hear teens in their own words why they 
use the library: https://www.bcpl.org/undiscovered/top-10-things-for-teens-to-do-at-the-library-
according-to-a-teen/  

Kindergarten Ready corner 

Last Chance to Register for Idaho AEYC Early Learning Academy 
The Idaho Association for the Education of Young Children (Idaho AEYC) is wrapping up its series of free 
early learning webinars. The last webinar, “Promoting Literacy in the Early Years,” will be offered 
Saturday, December 5, from 10 – Noon MST / 9 – 11 AM PST. Participants will receive several hundred 
dollars’ worth of materials from Lakeshore Learning and other sources (see photo).  

• Behind the Little Red Door: Social Emotional Kit 
• Chicka Chicka Boom Boom Kit and CD Player 
• Storytelling Kit: Felt board with Five Speckled Frogs and Five 

Little Ducks; Felt Creations Story Board (five boards and 
dozens of felt pieces) 

• Lee Pesky Learning Center: Learning Mats and instruction 
booklet  

“The webinars are very worth the time to listen in and 
participate,” Armoral Tuttle librarian Leisa Butler told us. “They are 
very well done. And then you receive AMAZING tools in the mail, 
to help you implement the early literacy skills. What fun! It was 
like early Christmas.” Leisa has worked with children for more than 
35 years, and though she felt she had a good grasp about 
development and how to implement early literacy skills, she was 
pleased with the content of the webinars and felt they contributed 
to her continued learning and growth. Leisa and her director, 
Melanie Cope, both attended the webinar and received two sets 

https://joanganzcooneycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/jgcc_navigatingyouthmedia.pdf
https://joanganzcooneycenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/jgcc_navigatingyouthmedia.pdf
https://joanganzcooneycenter.org/publication/navigating-youth-media-landscapes/
https://joanganzcooneycenter.org/initiative/next-gen-public-media/
https://www.bcpl.org/undiscovered/top-10-things-for-teens-to-do-at-the-library-according-to-a-teen/
https://www.bcpl.org/undiscovered/top-10-things-for-teens-to-do-at-the-library-according-to-a-teen/
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of materials. They plan to use the materials in storytime, for family events, and to circulate for families 
and child care providers. You might also use them as rotating centers in the library (if your building is 
open). “I encourage all to tune in!” says Leisa. 

 

Archived Idaho AEYC webinars and free materials  

If you were not able to attend the first two free webinars, “Developmental Milestones” and 
“Understanding Trauma and its Impact on Early Learning,” you can watch the archives of these webinars 
at https://www.gotostage.com/channel/earlylearningacademies.   

Idaho library staff: If you watch either of the archived webinars, email staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov and 
we’ll send you a set of the brain books that were provided to those who attended the live webinar (while 
supplies last).   

Winter Outreach to Upcoming Kindergartners 
This past spring, most libraries and schools were unable to offer traditional outreach events or share the 
ICfL’s Jump Start Kindergarten resources with the four- and five-year-olds in our communities. Looking 
forward to this winter and spring, while things are still uncertain, one thing we know for sure is we want 
to do everything we can to support upcoming kindergartners and their parents or caregivers this year. 
That’s why we’d like to draw your attention to some great early literacy resources Ithe CfL has available 
for public and, for the most part, school libraries – for free! Check them out: 

Kindergarten Readiness Outreach Workshops – 
 

Each year, Idaho children begin kindergarten without basic school 
readiness skills. Libraries have a critical role to play in their 
communities by helping families support young children and help 
them get ready for kindergarten. This series of one-hour workshops 
contains activities that strengthen family relationships while focusing 
on skills that can help young children prepare for school.  

The workshops use a program-in-a-box model: each program plan 
contains activities to be facilitated by library staff, including 
research-based talking points, and some supplies. Each family that 

participates in a Kindergarten Readiness Outreach Workshop will receive a school supply kit and 
25 Vroom™ Tip Cards to continue learning at home. 

These workshops can be conducted in a virtual format or in small groups. 

 

https://www.gotostage.com/channel/earlylearningacademies
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov
https://www.vroom.org/
https://idahoaeyc.org/early-learning-academies
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/k-ready-outreach-workshops/
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Jump Start Kindergarten –  
Sharing early literacy practices, such as Every Child Ready to Read’s five early literacy practices (“Sing, 
Talk, Read, Write, Play”), Jump Start Kindergarten is an outreach activity that connects library staff with 
parents/caregivers of young children and emphasizes daily activities that will help children learn to read. 

Jump Start Kindergarten resources from the ICfL are now available throughout the year, and libraries are 
encouraged to request these materials whenever they are conducting outreach services for this targeted 
group of children (ages four-five) and their caregivers. This could be for a virtual program targeting 
upcoming kindergartners and their caregivers, a small outdoor event, a local daycare’s family night or a 
Head Start’s monthly family literacy night (virtual or in-person). There are even ways to offer this program 
curbside, virtually, or drive-in movie theater-style. It’s time to get creative to ensure our upcoming 
kindergartners are receiving the materials and support they need to start kindergarten off on the right 
foot. Not sure if your outreach idea is a good fit for Jump Start? Reach out to any Youth Services staff 
member at the ICfL and we’ll be glad to discuss it with you. 

Book choices:       Handout options: 

 

 

School zone 

Meet us after school for the School Librarian Statewide Chat! 
Join school librarians from all corners of Idaho for an after-school chat! Bring your questions, advice, 
and/or adventures in grant-writing.   

When: December 17 at 2:30 p.m. MST / 1:30 p.m. PST 
Where: Zoom 

 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/jumpstart/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/school-library-statewide-chat/
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Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries Grant Opportunity 
The Laura Bush Foundation’s (LBF) mission is to provide funds to the nation’s needy schools to support 
those school libraries’ efforts to encourage and develop a love of reading in pre-K through 12th grade 
students. This LBF grant is open to all public, public charter, private, parochial, city, state, county, and 
reservation schools where there is a paid professional who has been “designated by the school 
administration to be responsible for the collection, care, and use of the materials housed in the school 
library.”  

Grant application deadline is January 29, 2021! 

 

2021-2022 Elementary School Library Access Mini-Grant Application is open! 
The School Library Access (SLA) Mini-Grant program has two rounds: 

The Round 1 grant focuses on students that are in pre-K, kindergarten, and first grade, when access to 
books is crucial in students’ reading progress and vocabulary development. Schools that are eligible for 
Round 1 SLA Mini-Grants serve pre-K, kindergarten, and/or Grade 1 students, have a library on campus 
and employ a staff member who spends at least part of their time maintaining and operating the library, 
and has not received a Round 1 SLA Mini-Grant before. 

The Round 2 grant makes funds available to purchase books to meet the reading needs of all the 
students the school serves, up to Grade 6. Eligible schools have received and administered a Round 1 SLA 
Mini-Grant before the 2018-2019 school year, have a library on campus, and employ a staff member 
who spends at least part of their time maintaining and operating the library. In addition, the Round 2 
grant requires a 25% match from the applying school district to be spent on books during the grant year. 

Apply by March 26, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. MDT. 

 

Low Hanging Fruit  
December’s issue covers the joys of Winter Break projects! Book nooks, anyone? 

Continue Reading 

December’s Nonfiction Book of the Month 
Take a light-hearted look at history with Big Bad Ironclad from Nathan Hale’s 
Hazardous Tales! 

Continue Reading 

 

http://www.laurabushfoundation.com/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/low-hanging-fruit/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/nonfiction-book-month/
http://www.laurabushfoundation.com/how-to-apply/index.html
https://libraries.idaho.gov/school-libraries/elementary-school-grants/
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Upcoming Events 

Info Session: Learn how your library can gain access to thousands of e-books 
at no cost with the IDEA 
The Idaho Digital E-Book Alliance (IDEA) is a statewide partnership between the ICfL, public libraries, and 
school libraries. The goal is to expand access while reducing barriers to digital e-books and e-audio 
content via OverDrive. Learn more by attending one of the following chat sessions:  

• For public libraries: Wednesday, December 9, 2020; 11 a.m. MST / 10 a.m. PST  
• For school libraries/districts: Wednesday, December 16, 2020; 4 p.m. MST / 3 p.m. PST  

For more information contact Dylan at 208-639-4167 or Dylan.Baker@libraries.idaho.gov or Tammy at 
208-639-4144 or tammy.hawleyhouse@libraries.idaho.gov  

Rural Library Summit: Accelerating Third Grade Reading Outcomes 
December 10, 2020 
11:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. MST / 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. PST 
Cost: Free (but you must register) 

The Summit, hosted by Berea College in Kentucky, will explore how libraries can grow their impact on 
third grade reading by leveraging community support and resources. Participants will learn about, and 
connect with, a range of opportunities with regional and national organizations, including the newly 
launched Rural Library Fellowship. The opening keynote for the Summit will be Kekla Magoon, author of 
books for young readers, including The Season of Styx Malone, The Rock and the River, How It Went 
Down and the Robyn Hoodlum Adventure series. She will address the important role libraries play in 
connecting students to current events, civil rights, and civic engagement. 

 

Tips and tools 

Salud America! 
Salud America’s mission is to inspire people to drive community change for the health of Latino and all 
families. The organization uses research-based practices to make a difference for Latinos. Check out their 
site for ideas to help your community address a variety of issues. 

 

https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/learn-about-idea-for-public-libraries/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/event/learn-about-idea-for-school-libraries-districts/
mailto:Dylan.Baker@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:tammy.hawleyhouse@libraries.idaho.gov
http://keklamagoon.com/books/middle-grade
https://keklamagoon.com/books/young-adult/
https://keklamagoon.com/books/young-adult/
https://keklamagoon.com/books/young-adult/
https://keklamagoon.com/books/middle-grade/
https://www.berea.edu/pfe/librarysummit/
https://salud-america.org/
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 “Talking is Teaching Bundle: Let’s Talk About the Holidays!” 
~From Too Small to Fail staff: 

“Happy holidays! While this year's holiday season will look different from previous years, the season will 
still be full of many different sights, sounds, and smells. The holiday season reminds us to find joy in 
everyday moments: family meals, lullabies, and the simple act of spending time together, even when we 
may physically be apart. This bundle is filled with ways to encourage parents and caregivers to talk, read, 
and sing with their children about the holidays.” 

 (“Holiday” bundle is the first one below the intro paragraph) 

See all the themed bundles available and/or sign up to receive the bundles in your email each month 
directly from Too Small to Fail: 

 

COVID Idea Swap from the State Library of Iowa 
The State Library of Iowa maintains the COVID-19 Idea Swap, which looks at programming and has 
everything from examples of virtual storytimes that don't require books, to places you can get supplies for 
take and makes, and so much more. It is updated about once a month with the latest ideas. There is 
even a whole section called "I'm No Director, How Do I Film/Edit This Stuff" (on page 22) which includes 
some of favorite resources/webinars/tutorials.  

Also, if you liked the activity videos created by Salmon Public Library staff members Francesca Bessey and 
Jeff Stratter for Idaho Family Reading Week, check out their four-page video making tip guide (under the 
“Activity Video” drop-down menu of the FRW webpage) – it’s full of helpful information, tips, and links. 

Nominate a Picture Book for the Anna Dewdney Read Together Award 
Penguin Young Readers, the Children’s Book Council, and Every Child a Reader are excited to continue 
their partnership for the 5th Annual Anna Dewdney Read Together Award in honor of the late Anna 
Dewdney (1965-2016), author and illustrator of the beloved Llama Llama series. 

All librarians, teachers, booksellers, parents/caregivers, and children’s book bloggers are encouraged to 
nominate up to five beloved read-together picture book favorites, published in the last five years (2015-
2020) in the United States. Nominators must be 18 years of age or older. 

Deadline for submissions is February 14, 2021. 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/17kL8Ur1n1N2rEN0QEaPwmXtQe0vDKt2ZOaLIYlLct-Y/edit
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/idaho-family-reading-week/
https://talkingisteaching.org/bundles
https://talkingisteaching.org/bundles
https://everychildareader.net/anna/
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Grant Opportunities 

Congrats FY21 Welcoming Libraries Grantees!  
Congratulations to the nine Idaho libraries who are receiving Year Two 
grants from the Welcoming Libraries Grant project this month: 

• Ada Community Library, Hidden Springs Branch 
• Coeur d’Alene High School Library 
• Coeur d’Alene Public Library 
• Glenns Ferry Public Library 
• Gooding Public Library 
• I.B. Perrine Elementary School Library 
• Lewiston City Library 
• Meridian Library District 
• Nampa Public Library 

To learn more about type of project each library is embarking on for this grant, please visit the 
Welcoming Libraries Grant page and scroll down to the “FY21 Grantee Summaries” tab. 

 

summer reading news 

2021 CSLP Program Manuals will be shipped in December  
Program manual packages have been assembled and are just awaiting the 
delayed incentive catalogs. We should receive those soon and will get manual 
packages out, hopefully, in the next week.  

The ICfL purchased manuals for every public library, and your library will receive 
the manual format you requested back in July. If your library did not request a 
specific format, you’ll receive the USB format. No matter which format you 
requested, all public library staff will have access to the manual online.  

Community or Volunteer libraries can contact staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov.  

Online Manual: 
With your manual package, you will receive instructions on how to access the electronic manual and 
artwork on the www.cslpreads.org website. This year, each Collaborative Summer Library Program (CSLP) 
member state has been issued a unique state code for all their public libraries to use. Idaho’s code will be 
provided in the instructions, as well as, on the USB tags. 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov
http://www.cslpreads.org/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/welcoming-libraries/
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If you really need to access the manual before we ship it to you, you can email 
staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov. If you just want to see the artwork, see “Shop CSLP” below. 

Please do not share your manual or Idaho’s online manual code with non-public library staff, community 
partners, or businesses. You can, however, share specific pieces of copyrighted artwork with these 
entities, for use on their websites, newsletters, etc. There is a folder on your USB and online labeled 
“copyrighted images.” For other acceptable uses, see CSLP Rules of Use. 

Shop CSLP 
To see the artwork and contents of the incentive catalog, go to the CSLP online shop, which is open 
now! You can view items, make a wish list, or even begin purchasing items. 

News from CSLP 

Newsletter 
This month’s newsletter contains information about the new Rules of Use for artwork and materials, as 
well as some programming ideas. 

Free Training: Accessible Library Services and Library Programs with Empathy (CSLP D+I) 
Thursday, Dec 10, 10 AM MST/ 9 AM PST 

See Diversity in Action Section for more information. 

CSLP on Instagram 
CSLP now has an Instagram account: Follow @CSLPreads 

Summer Reading Program Presenters: Online Chat 
January 22, 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. MST 
Join Meeting (Zoom) 
Call in: +1 253 215 8782 

Fiona May, Children’s Librarian at the Caldwell Public Library, is hosting an 
online chat for Idaho library staff to brainstorm ideas for online programs 
and presenters for the 2021 theme, as well as to discuss possible cost-sharing 
opportunities. While the ICfL does not endorse specific for-profit companies, 
we do encourage libraries to explore all possibilities for their summer reading 
programs, and we encourage you to join in this chat! 

“We’ll be brainstorming ideas for paid performers around the world, local presenters with interesting 
angles, agencies and organizations that typically don’t charge for presentations, and more,” says Fiona. 
“Let’s think about all the ways to program ‘Tails and Tales’ throughout Idaho!” 

This chat will be recorded. 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov
https://www.cslpreads.org/membership-information/rules-of-use/
https://www.cslpreads.org/cslp-store/
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?e=__test_email__&u=043a7515ceb3ad45bdd2dd405&id=2a3297f7a3
https://zoom.us/j/95043791535?pwd=THhhcTRFSGk3d0tCVUFydjVUaTNVdz09


The Scoop Newsletter 12 

 

Featured: 

Family Reading Week – Fun & Games Impact: 
Idaho Family Reading Week program reports are rolling in, and we are hearing some wonderful stories 
and seeing some great shared photos and promotional fliers. Even when faced with COVID restrictions, 
ever-fluctuating library and school closures/openings, and busy, busy staff, Idaho libraries are doing a 
fantastic job meeting the literacy (and social/emotional!) needs of their community members through 
Family Reading Week activities. 

Check out some of the kits that libraries offered: 

Latah County Library District, Moscow (Main)         Latah County Library District, Potlatch Branch 

 

(Left: Ada Community Library) 
 
“This year we prepared take-home ‘Make your own 
comic book’ kits. We also had leftover comic books 
from Free Comic Book Day so we handed out kits, 
comics, and the books from ICfL. Our patrons loved 
the selection of books from ICfL, and our library 
loved how the Fun and Games theme translated to 
virtual programming.” – Ada Community Library 

 

(To hear more about how the Hidden Springs branch 
incorporated comic books into their FRW event and 
learn how libraries can apply to Free Comic Book Day 
2021, be sure to read the “Library-to-Library” section 
of the January edition of the Scoop newsletter.)   

 

https://freecomicbookday.com/Article/206876-Free-Comic-Book-Day-Library-Partner-Program
https://freecomicbookday.com/Article/206876-Free-Comic-Book-Day-Library-Partner-Program
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More kit ideas: “We put together one-grab-and-go activity bag per family. The bags contained materials 
and resources for game ideas to do together as a family. We provided a Jellybean Math game, Yoda 
Origami paper, Paper Bag puppets, Reading Bingo and cat chalk art. We put Early Literacy packets in the 
bags for the families that it applied to…Our patrons told us that they were super impressed with us 
taking the time to put these bags together for them. The kids were delighted again to get to choose a 
free book, so that was fun to watch. I had several kids tell me what their favorite board or card games 
are to play with their families.” – Armoral Tuttle Public Library 

Some activities and events from around the state: 

“We held a drive-through “Pastries with Parents” event. At this event, all children in the car were given a 
book, and everyone in the car was given a donut. Participants then parked their cars and spent the 
morning before school reading with their children… I love that our community made the best of the 
event being a drive-through. We had so many people come out. I loved seeing them all reading in their 
cars as families.” – Mountain View Elementary School Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While numbers are not everything, we do know that many, many children and their families were 
positively impacted by the programs, events, and creative activities that participating libraries offered 
during Idaho Family Reading Week! Thank You! 

“Our students were THRILLED to have their very own new book and a book they can read at home… 
Several students said they read every evening with their family or various family members. Some of our 
students even read to pets!” – West Canyon Elementary School Library  

 

 

 

Shoshone Public Library's display and Bingo board of 
suggested activities 

Big Game Board created by Priest Lake 
District Library 
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Reporting Time for Idaho Family Reading Week 
Participating Idaho Family Reading Week libraries…you know who 
you are! It’s that time…time to share with ICfL all the wonderful, 
innovative, and impactful things you did for families and children 
in your communities during Idaho Family Reading Week by 
submitting your summary report.   

Also, please consider promoting the two activity videos with your 
patrons and students as the winter break from school approaches. 
While these activity videos were originally created for Family 
Reading Week, they are wonderful stand-alone activities as well. They will provide your children and 
families with some brain-stimulating, fun family time using only household items. Perfect for winter 
break! One more time, here are the links to share: 

• Activity video for ages 4-7 – “Make a Marble Maze”  
• Activity video for ages 8-10+ – “Create an Epic Marble Run”  

You can find both the public library and school library program summary report forms on the Idaho 
Family Reading Week webpage. All reports are due by December 15th! 

 

CE news you can use 
~ Annie Gaines, CE Consultant, ICfL 

Have you heard of the CE Digest newsletter? You can get weekly updates on upcoming free continuing 
education opportunities for Idaho library workers by subscribing to the CE Digest newsletter here: 
http://eepurl.com/g0HMzz. For a preview of what the newsletter looks like or more information, visit this 
page: https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/ce-digest/  

Did you know the ICfL will cover the cost of online continuing education 
courses or webinars through InfoPeople, Library Juice, and Amigos?  
It’s true! If there’s an online course or webinar from these providers you’d like to take, you can apply for 
access by completing the corresponding Course Access Request Form accessible from this page: 
https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/. To qualify for future CE 
funds for online learning, students must complete the follow-up survey and apply to access the course at 
least 15 days in advance.  

Below are a few upcoming online courses that you might be able to squeeze into your very busy 
schedule! 

https://youtu.be/zqfQCICt8Ac
https://youtu.be/T-6tCg9wIyM
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/idaho-family-reading-week/
http://eepurl.com/g0HMzz
https://libraries.idaho.gov/publications/ce-digest/
https://infopeople.org/training
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/courses.php
https://www.amigos.org/continuing_education
https://libraries.idaho.gov/continuing-education/partner-training-opportunities/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/rtm/idaho-family-reading-week/
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Meeting Diverse Needs through Sensory Storytimes (Library Juice Academy), January 4 – 
January 31 
In this class, you will learn how to create both high-energy and low-energy storytimes to meet the 
sensory, social-emotional, physical, and cognitive needs of children who have special needs. Class content 
will include strategies for reaching out to families who may struggle with attending traditional storytime 
programs, as well as best practices for promoting Sensory Storytimes in a socially and culturally sensitive 
way. 

Details & course overview 

Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)  

Foundations of Early Literacy (Library Juice Academy), January 4 – January 31 
Both using and expanding on the early literacy information in the Every Child Ready to Read® initiative 
(from ALA’s Public Library Association and the Association for Library Service to Children), you will 
become familiar with the early literacy skills (phonological awareness, print awareness, letter knowledge, 
vocabulary, and background knowledge) and practices (talking, singing, reading, writing, and playing). 
Building on this knowledge, we will explore ways to apply them to your work, including ways to make 
library environments supportive of staff sharing early literacy information and activities with parents and 
caregivers. 

Details & course overview 

Course access request form (Library Juice Academy)  

Designing Effective Online Learning Experiences for Young Children (InfoPeople), January 19 – 
February 1 
2020 has accelerated the need to deliver remote learning experiences. Everyone knows that online 
learning for young children is difficult and extremely limited, right? Well, not if you take the past 30 years 
of online learning theory, research, and practice into account. We are all plunging into the online world 
out of necessity, but there is a lot you can do to ensure your programs are successful, even for your 
young library patrons. In this course you will be introduced to, or review, learning theories and online 
instructional strategies that fit the needs of your patrons and programs. You’ll share ideas and 
experiences with colleagues to initiate a plan to implement effective online learning experiences for your 
K-6 patrons. You will investigate online learning tools that will help you transform or create new 
programs online in ways that evidence shows is most effective for learners. You’ll use tools in this course 
that you may choose to use in your online program delivery. In two weeks, you’ll have an initial plan, 
including goals, tools, and methods for revamping or creating a new online learning experience or 
program to support your elementary school-aged children in your community. 

Details & course overview  

Course access request form (InfoPeople)  

https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/175-meeting-diverse-needs-sensory-storytimes/?attribute_pa_session=2021-01-jan
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
https://libraryjuiceacademy.com/shop/course/166-foundations-early-literacy/?attribute_pa_session=2021-01-jan
https://form.jotform.com/73174237918968
https://infopeople.org/civicrm/event/info?id=944&reset=1
https://form.jotform.com/icfl/course-access-request-infopeople
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Early Music Experience: Free Online Tutorial  
Learn how music can be used to build relationships and support children’s early learning. This 25-minute, 
self-paced course was created by the Institute for Learning and Brain Sciences at the University of 
Washington. 

 

Diversity in Action 

Free Training: Accessible Library Services and Library Programs with 
Empathy (CSLP D+I) 
Thursday, Dec 10, 10 AM MST/ 9 AM PST 

Are you trying to figure out how to make your library more accessible? Do you need help planning 
programming for children who need adaptations to use the library or to attend an event? The 
Collaborative Summer Reading Program's (CSLP) Diversity and Inclusion committee has invited Kaitlyn 
Hodges (Special Needs Librarian at Virginia Beach Public Library) and Kelsey Dunckle (Librarian at Harris 
County Public Library) to share ideas.  

Join Zoom Meeting 
Meeting ID: 769 4827 3470 
Passcode: zu9qGu 

Registration is not required, but seating is limited to the first 200 people to enter the Zoom room. This 
training will also be recorded and made available later via CSLP’s YouTube channel. 

STEaM 

Computer Science Education Week is Dec. 7-13, 2020 
JOIN IDAHO STEM ACTION CENTER’S HOUR OF CODE CONTEST! Hour of Code, which coincides with CS 
Ed Week (December 7-13), is a super-easy way to spend — you guessed it — just one hour learning how 
fun and easy coding can be. Reach out to your friends and family and spend an hour coding together. 

Here’s how:  

1) Like or follow us on Facebook (@IdahoSTEMAC) or Instagram (IdahoSTEMAC). 

2) Participate in Hour of Code by doing some type of CS activity of your choice. 

    
    
    
   
    
    
       

   
      
   
    
    

  

 

 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76948273470?pwd=M2ExcStDR29NL3VER0Rtcm5IZGZHZz09
https://modules.ilabs.uw.edu/module/early-music-experience/
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3) Snap a picture of your Certification of Completion (if you complete a module at Code.org), or a 

picture of how you participated in Hour of Code (if it is another way, such as Idaho Codes, CS 
Unplugged activities, etc.). 

4) Post it to Facebook or Instagram with the hashtags #CodingIdaho and #IdahoSTEMAC and 
#CSEdWeek to be entered into our drawings for cool prizes! 

* You will automatically be entered for our drawings for various prizes if you follow steps 1-4. At the end 
of CS Ed Week, we will pick several winners. 

Check out https://stem.idaho.gov/computerscience/ for more information! 

NASA @ My Library 
The NASA @ My Library program has come to a close and we are no longer circulating kits. 
Use this website as inspiration to continue to incorporate space science into your programming. 

One piece of inspiration might be the final product of the project, the STEM Kit Program Guide for State 
Libraries. Inside you will find tips on managing a kit program, training staff, engaging underserved 
populations, and working with subject matter experts. Have a close look and you will find a couple of 
photos from Idaho in there, too! 

The kits made it to 25 libraries and 10 ICfL outreach events. 66 total circulations for the 6 kits. 
Nice work, Idaho libraries! 

Book look 

A Roundup of Best of 2020 Book Lists 
Publishers Weekly 

School Library Journal 

New York Public Library  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://code.org/
https://www.idahocodes.org/
https://csunplugged.org/
https://csunplugged.org/
https://stem.idaho.gov/computerscience/
https://libraries.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/Final-NAML-Program-Toolkit.pdf
https://libraries.idaho.gov/wp-content/uploads/Final-NAML-Program-Toolkit.pdf
https://best-books.publishersweekly.com/children/2020/#book/book-1
https://www.slj.com/?page=best-books-2020
https://www.nypl.org/125/best-books-2020
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Talk Back: We welcome your feedback on anything in The Scoop. Just email Staci, Kristina, Jeannie 
or Jennifer and we’ll print your comments in The Scoop. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Idaho Commission for Libraries retains sole discretion with regard to the content of this newsletter, and reserves the right to edit, modify, or delete 
content. Advertising will not be accepted. Permission to reproduce information in this newsletter is granted to other nonprofit organizations, so long as credit 
is given to the author and source, except for items which are reprinted from other sources and are protected by copyright. The Idaho Commission for Libraries 
is not responsible for the contents of any linked sites or any link contained within a linked site. 

 

As promised: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Holidays 
from your friends at ICfL  

Subscribe and Unsubscribe 
Information: 
Visit Idaho Commission for Libraries and 
enter your email address to subscribe. If you 
would like to unsubscribe, simply click on 
the unsubscribe link in the bottom of the 
email. 

 Contact Information 
The Scoop is a service of the Idaho 
Commission for Libraries’ Read to Me 
Program. To contribute or provide 
suggestions, contact Staci, Kristina, Jennifer   
or Jeannie at 208-334-2150 or 1-800-458-
3271 

 

 
 

mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:tammy.hawleyhouse@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:staci.shaw@libraries.idaho.gov?subject=Comments%20or%20Suggestions%20for%20Scoop
mailto:kristina.taylor@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jennifer.redford@libraries.idaho.gov
mailto:jeannie.standal@libraries.idaho.gov
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