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Who is Eligible for Service?

Individuals who are unable to read 
standard print due to:
• Blindness
• Visual Impairment
• Physical Disability
• Reading Disability
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Individuals Apply for 
Service

Application Approval Certified by 
Competent Authority
 Librarians and library staff
 School counselors and teachers
 Ophthalmologists
 Social Workers and Activities Directors
Medical Professionals
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Institutions

Institutions serving current and 
prospective patrons can become 
members.  Institutions include:

• Public Libraries
• Schools and School Libraries
• Colleges and College Libraries
• Healthcare facilities

These Photos by Unknown Author are licensed under CC BY-SA

http://clipart-library.com/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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What Happens Next?
• TBS staff registers the new 
applicant and contacts the new 
patron, answers any questions

• Patrons receive our Welcome 
Packet and library materials

• Customer Service 
Representatives are available to 
help!

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://unisouthamptonlibrary.wordpress.com/2017/01/18/academic-book-week-your-chance-to-vote/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Formats to Meet Individual 
Needs

• Audio books and magazines on 
cartridge

• BARD: Braille and Audio 
Reading Download
 Download books & magazines in 

audio and e-braille

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://kdla.ky.gov/librarians/talkingbook/Pages/bardbrailleandaudioreadingdownload.aspx
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Equipment to Meet 
Individual Needs

• Talking Book Player
• NLS High-Volume Player
• Headphones
• Breath switches
• Download accessories
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Reading Materials to Meet 
Individual Needs

• Books and magazines
• Variety of fiction and nonfiction
• Books in multiple languages
• Music appreciation and scores
• Materials added weekly
• TBS does not lend textbooks

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://www.flickr.com/photos/galant/3268338756
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Receive Materials through BARD

• Access to thousands of audio and 
braille books, magazines, and music 
scores available from NLS

• Download through a computer or 
mobile app

• Titles available immediately 
• No loan periods
• New books added weekly
• Accessible platform
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Download books through 
Braille and Audio Reading 

Download (BARD)
Compatible with BARD: 
• Commercial players are 

compatible with BARD
• Refreshable braille display
• Braille note-taker
• Media player
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Receive Materials through Mail
• Materials are sent based on 

reading levels and preferred 
genres or authors.

• Patrons can select specific titles 
by submitting requests through 
our online catalog or by 
contacting our library directly. 

Books ship for free through the U.S. 
Postal Service
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Learn about New Titles
The NLS produces two bimonthly 
publications that provide a small 
sampling of the new audio and 
braille titles added to our collection:
• Talking Book Topics: highlights 

audio books
• Braille Book Review: highlights 

braille books
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NFB NEWSLINE

A free audio service for those 
who cannot read regular 
newsprint.  Newsline offers 
access to newspapers, 
magazines, and other news 
resources.  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://az.nfb.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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How can public libraries 
connect their community 
members to The Talking Books?
• Display Promotional materials
• Demo equipment
• Demo BARD account
• Online catalog log-in
• Promote through library 

websites and social media

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://www.pngall.com/community-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Thank you to our partner.



Questions / Comments
208-334-2150
800-458-3271

https://libraries.idaho.gov/tbs/
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